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Forword

In the first spring of the new century another beautiful artistic flower “Qijiang children prints”
blooms in Qijiang county,the home of peasant prints.Looking at the colourful prints,you cannot help
getting excited and applauding them. How magnificent the things and scenes of the mountain districts
are in the children’s eyes.

In the pictures not only the hard -working old peasants,the innocent Miao girls,the promising
fields ,the busy towns ,paying the flute on the cow back ,competing in muscular strength of the hand
after the meal killing pigs for the Spring Festival ,making jellied bean curd-the characteristics pecu-
liar to the mountain districts in the southern areas of the Changjiang River ,appear so lifelike under the
children’s gravers and colour pens ,but also the state-shocking Rainbow Bridge accident is depicted in
a way peculiar to their Jove and hatred .But what is the most praiseworthy and important ,the children’s
thinking and hands are freed from restraint; Their obsreving ,distinguishing and working abilities are
developed;their courageous and creative spirits are improved. Aren’t they .the very qualities we hope
for every day?

Children are innocent and thirsty for knowledge . Art education is the very key to their psychol-
ogy and it instructs them to observe and perceive the sarroundings from the angles of shape and heart.
The scene and the picture the picture and the painter mix together.One cannot forget his or her child-
hood and the art education received during the childhood has a great influence upon one’s whole life.
The innocence,love,contribution ,as well as hope for a happy life peculiarly expressed in children
prints will forever give people enlightments to the mind and feelings of beauty.

The achievements come from painstaking efforts of Qijiang educational and art workers.It is un-
doubtedly praiseworthy that they take the advantage of “the state rural art education experimental
country by the State Educational Department and “the home of peasant prints” by the State Cultural
Department ,focus on educating creative personnels and paying special attention to art education and
fully carrying out quality education .Eight years ago a primary school from Qijiang held an exhibition
of children prints in Beijing .Gu Yuan,Wang Qj spoke highly of it after attending the opening ceremony.,
Itis worth of congratulating and respecting that the activities of children prints become universal
throughout a county just in eight years’ time .

To be true ,the flower of Qijiang children prints is still very young It is looking forward to everyone’s
efforts to make it stronger and more nourishing .

Isincerely wish the artistic flower of Qijiang children prints to grow more and more beautiful and
bear richer fruit .

Standing. Vice-chairman of fhe Print Aniists”  Assocration of China: Song Yuanwen
April 2001, in Beijing

Director of the Print Art Comussion of the Artists’ Association of China,
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A Brief Introduction to Qijiang Children Prints

Qijiang county is located in the mountain area in the southwest of China.It has a population of 950thousand,
with 23¢thnic groups including the Han and the Miao .120thousand students enjoy 9-year compulsory educa-
tion in 150middle and primary schools.The people of Qijang are hard-working and love arts.In early ycars new
year pictures by wax printing and wood engraving were already famous both inside and outside Sichuan . After
liberation started wood engraving prints.Early in 1988the county won the title “ The Home of Peasant Prints”
conferred by the State Cultural Department .Here is a collection of some Qijiang children prints.

Nurtured by peasant prints the children participated in the activity.In 1985 children print groups appeared
in some urban schools.In 1986Qijiang Children Print Research Association was established.Only 2 years later
a children sparetime art school was set up in Lingynan Primary School and shortly after that came the annual
print exhibition by 3 schools. 3 children are among the Thousand Little Artists in the state. Barbala .professor of
Miami Art Institute ,when visiting Qijiang .remarked,“Qijiang has the aryt that can’t be found in institutes or
colleges™.

In 1990s Qijiang children print activities advanced by leaps and bounds.Contents,forms ,materials,
paraphernalias and skills were different ,much fitter for children,reflecting their mind better,In 1993 An exhibi-
tion of Qijiang Lingynan Primary School children prints was held first in Chongging then in Beijing jointly by
Chongging Educational Department ,Chongqing Cultural Department and Qijiang People’s Government. Huang
Qizao ,vice-chairinan of the All-China Women's Federation and sotne other teaders in women’s affairs .cultural
and educational circles attended the opning ceremony and Wang Qi, Gu Yuan and some other famous scholars
in artistic circles visited the exhibition .China Education Daily ,the People’s Daily and CCTYV reported the
grand occasion .Chongging Cultural Department conferred*“Children Art School “on Lingyuan Primary School
and its research topic“Paying Special Attention to Art Education and Pushing the Thorough Reform Forward”
won the second prize of Chongging educational and scientific research achievements .

In 1998 Qijiang Educational Committee put forward the ideology-Paying Special Attention to Art Educa-
tion and carrying out Quatity Education Fully ,giving great impetus to children print activities .3-school joint
exhibition developed to 7-school joint exhibition and southern schools joint exhibition. At present more than 80
schools.a total of 150groups with 5000students and 206Instructors .are involved in the print activities.Many of
their prints have been exhibited abroad;more than 300 have been published in different national periodicals and
thousands have brought them prizes .The prints are intelligent in contents,romantic and inspiring in skills ,
evolving a style of their own.

The schools constantly stick to the policy of extracurricularness,voluntariness as well as participation and
pay special attention to the cultivation of the children’s life interests ,observing abilities ,distingnishing abilities,
working abilities and appreciating abilitics,correctly handling the rela-tions between art and other subjects art
cducation and other educations,pushing forward the quality education in middle schools and primary schools.
In May 2000 the Eeucational Department of China named Qijiang “the state rural art education experimental
county ”.

It also undertakes the research topic “the research into the extracurricular art cducation activities in rural

schools”, muking great contributions to rural art education and quality education .
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