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ABSTRACT

This book is intended to give a comprehensive analysis
of the history of Evolutionary Epistemology (EE),a new
philosophical school, and its major ideas, based on the fun-
damental principles of Marxist philosophy and carrying
the purpose to enrich and develop Marxist Epistemology
with the ideas and materials provided by EE.

First, it gives the outline of the whole school of EE.
Then the author makes a brief account of the origin and
historical development of EE. Much attention is paid also
to the comparative study of hypothetical realism, the ont-
ological basis of EE, and materialist monism, Marxist on-
tology. There are three chapters in the book to analyze
the doctrines on human cognitive capacities put respec-
tively by Evolutionary Epistemologists (Chapter 4), vari-
ous philosophers in the history of Western philosophy
(Chapter 5), and Marxists (Chapter 6). Next, some chapters
are designed to take account of the evolutionary theory
about the evolution of human knowledge, and discuss some
characteristics of such an evolution. Lastly, the Conclu-
sion gives some Marxist criticism of EE’s major claims,

e.g., anew epistemology,a ‘real Copernican Revolution’,
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and so on.

EE makes a postulate of the existence of the external
world based on the position of hypothetical realism (also
called ‘scientific realism’).Then on the basis of general
evolution of the cosmos, it emphasizes the evolution of hu-
man cognitive capacities, individual cognitive structures,
the constructional nature of knowledge and the develop-
ment of objective knowledge, etc. Because EE concen-
trates on cognitive capacities, it must rely on the methods
of biological evolutionary theory. However, the question
EE makes efforts to answer is why the subjective structure
of knowledge can fit the objective structure of the extern-
al world. To give the right answer to this old philosophical
question, EE considers human cognition as the result of
the general evolution. EE denies anthropocentricism,
therefore brings a Real Copernican Revolution in the field
of philosophy. At the same time, EE is trying to extend the
evolutionary view to the world of lobjective knowledge,
which is the most important result from the general evo-
lution. The most typical form of the evolution of knowle-
dge is the changes of scientific theories. Thus, EE is char-
acteristic of paying much attention to scientific theory
changes. While expressing these ideas, EE mostly relies on
Darwin’s theory of selection and Popper’s theory of trial
and error. This is why EE has the name of Darwinism of

Knowledge.
It is argued that the evolution of knowledge has been
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long ignored by Marxist Epistemology. It is impossible that
this ignorance continues to exist if EE is taken seriously
by Marxist practical materialism. Doing so is quite nece-
ssary for adhering to and developing Marxist Episte-
mology. If some ideas of EE are included into Marxist Epi-
stemology, a new problem worthy to be studied will come
out in front of Marxist Epistemologists, i.e. according to
Marxism, how to locate human knowledge in the chain of
general evolution, and therefore how to avoid the mistakes
of traditional epistemology which always put human being
in the center of the cosmos? This problem is of great sig-

nificance in the times of knowledge and information.
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