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IN MEMORY OF DR. CHEN ZHENG —REN

1 feel greatly honored 1o write this in memory of Dr. Chen Zheng —ren. T first met D,
Chen in April of 1882, when 1 visited the People”s Republic of China as the guest of the Chi-
nese Academy of Medical Sciences, During my 5 day stay in Beijing,I met Dr. Chen Zheng-ren
twice and spent an entire day at the National Vaecine and Serum Institute. Dr. Chen was
proud to shaw me the lahoratory where the human malaria parasite,Plasmodium {alciparum,
was cultivated in-vitro. The scientific facilities of the Institute were impressive. Equally strik-
ing,thaugh,was the scientific knowledge of Dr. Chen Zheng-ren and his commitment towards
benefitting his fellow human beings through his work. Even at our first meeting .1 was struck
by the vision Dr. Chen Zheng ren had of making his Institute a world class center for vaccine
production. 1 vividly remember the way his eyes sparkled when he spoke of his ultimate goal
of eradicatng infectious diseases in his beloved country—the People’ s Republic of Chine.

1n Janusry of 1983.Dr. Chen spent one week as a guest of the Department of Tropiceal
Medicine and Medical Microbiology of the John A, Burns Schoaol of Medicine . University of
Hawaii. 1'r. Chen Zheng-ren gave a series of lectures and seminars 10 graduate and medical
students entitled ,” Epidemiological Studies of Epidemic Meningococcal A Group Vaccine in

China,"and " Present Status of Malaria and its Control in China. "Dr. Chen's stay also pro

vided me and my malaria research group an opportunity to learn extensively about China
from Dr. Chen and become better acquainted with him personally, We were all impressed with

his depth of scientific knowledge and his enthusiasm to extend himsell into international col-

laboration. He was to be a member of an international team which was then being planned to
conduct Tield studies with the human malaria vaccine and other infectious diseases. Dr, Chen
was very comfortable in this international ambiance and eager 1o discuss international callab-

aration with my laboratory.

In April, 1985, Dr. Chen was an honored guest delegate at the Asia and Pacific Confer-
ence on Malaria: Practical Considerations on Malaria Vaccines and Clinical Trials. This was
an international eonference which brought together the world’s leading research scientists
currently working on the development of malaria vaccines together with reknown scientists in
related fields and prominent health policy-makers from the nations of Asia and the Pacific
Rasin to exchange ideas and recommendartions for the development of a strategic plan far the
evaluation and field testing of malaria vaccines when they become available far clinical trials.
In Session 1V . Strategies for Future Malaria Vaceine Trials Tof the conference . Dir, Chen pre.

and

sented o key paper entithed " Experiences from Clinical and Field Trials of Annbacten:
Antiviral Vaccines. "His paper was well received hy fellow scientists of the U, 8. AL Forope.
and the Asia and Pacific regions. His sound presentation and the scientific substance of his

paper cansed it to hecome the prototype for future ficld trials of malaria vaccines.,



Through the time that Dir, Chen and 1 spent together especially during his extended sec-
ond stay in Hawaii. we had ample time to become aquainted as fellow scientists, But more
than that,as our association grew ,he became my personal friend. I developed & great respect
for Dr. Chen Zheng-ren for being a decent,caring human being. This sentiment was shared by
my family and my research staff for,simply through contact with him,one could appreciate
his effervescent good humor and sense his outstanding human qualities. I will cherish all of
the memories | have of interacting with him as a scientist and friend. In Dr. Chen Zheng-ren’s
death, People’s Republic of China lost a leading scientist and noble human being-one who had
the great vision ta build the National Vaccine and Serum Institute of the People’s Republide
of China into a leading international center of repute,plus the scientific capability and human
compassion 1o dedicate himsell towards ending the suffering of his fellow human beings, Per
sonally 1 will sorely miss Dr. Chen Zheng-ren for he was my respected colleague,a genuine

friend and a decent man.

ot sy

Wasim A. Siddiqui. Ph. D,
Professor of Tropical Medicine & Medical Microbiology at the University of Hawaii,
U.S. A,
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A Biography of Professor Chen Zheng-ren(1914-1992)

Professor Chen Zheng-ren, former Director and later Honorary Director of National Vac-
cine and Serum Institute, Beijing (NVST),was a noted microbiolagist and Tmmunalogist in
our country. He died of lung cancer on August 25th, 1992 in Beijing at the age of 78.

Professor Chen was born of a worker” s family in Changsha,Hunan Province.in 1914. He
graduated from Xiang-ya Medical College (Yale-in-Chin: in 1940,2and had devoted himself to
health-epidemic prevention work and to the development of biological producis ever since. At
first he worked at the Hunan Provincial Health Bureaw and the Hunan Provincial Public
Health Laboratory.and he was once the head of Changde County Health Center:later he was
transferred to Kunming and worked at the Kuming Epidemic Prevention Bureau. In 1945 he
came to Beijing (then Beiping).and scrved as a Technical Expert at the National Epidemic
Prevention Bureau,Beiping. After liberation,the institute was renamed as"National Vaccine
and Serum Institute” (NV51),also called”Beijing Institute of Biological Products of the Min-
istry of Public Health.P. R, C. ", In this institute Professor Chen had served suecessively as
Chiel of Quality Control Depariment . Chief of Vaccine Department, Vice Director. Director
arl Honorary Director. For many years he was the Vice-chairman of the Committee of Bio
logical Products and a Member of the Chinese Pharmacopeia Commission of the Ministry af
Pullic Health,P. R C.

Aside from his official wark . Professor Chen was also very active in working wirh his

prafessional association, i. €. » the Chinese Medical Association. He was a Member of the
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Standing Committee of the Chinese Medical Association, Vice-chairman of the Society for Mi-
crobiology and Immunology .a Member of the Standing Committee of Chinese Association for
Microbiology »and the Chairman of the Expert Committee on Medical Microbiclogy and Im-
munology and the Chairman of Beijing Association for Microbiology. He was also one of the
founders of Chinese Journal of Microbiclogy and Immunology.

Professor Chen had been engaged in rescarch work in microbiology and immunology and
in the development of biological products for more than 50 years,making outstanding contri
butions to the epidemic prevention service for the people. In 1541 he was sent to investigate
and verified the bacterial {plague }warfare launched by the Japanese imperialists in China at
Changde , Hunan Province. In 1943 he was sent 1o Haffkines Institute in Bombay, India, to
study plague. From 1947 onwards he became engaged in BCG vaccination as an immunoclogic
preventive measure against tuberculosis. In November 1947, with WHO-sponsored fellow-
ships ,Professor Chen and two other Chinese scholars , Professor Wei Xi-hua of National Vac-
cine and Serum Institute ,Shanghai, and Professor Zhu Zong-vao of Tianjin Anti-tuberculosis
Hospital, Tianjinm,were sent to the State Serum Institite of Denmark to study BCG prepara
tion . standardization and application. After that they went on a study tour to Sweden, Nor-
way ,Switzerland . Iraly, France ,England and the United States of America to investigate the
production and use of BCG vaccine in their anti-tuberculosis programs. Professor Chen came
back 1o Beiping in October 1948.and he,under the direction of the late professor Tang Fei-
fan,then the Director of the Beiping National Epidemic Prevention Bureau,set up the first
national BCG laboratory in China. At that time,laboratory facilities were very poor,so Pro-
fessor Chen bad to maintain the BCG strains with kerosene-lamp-heated incubator. Thus
soon after the peaceful liberation of Beiping ,he and his colleagues were able to produce BCG
vaccine and to use it in our country, In 1949 a BCG Propagation Committee was organized by
the Ministry of Public Health,and he was appointed vice chairman. Three training courses for
BCG vaccination personnel were organized,and a substantial number of technical personnel
was trained so that BCG vaccination could soon be popularized throughout the whaole coun-
try. Professar Chen was one of the pioneers in the development of BCG vactine and in the
popularization of BCG vaccination in our country ,making great contributions to the preven-
tion of tuberculosis. According to statistics ;mortality rate of tuberculosis was 296/100000 in
1449 ,and it dropped to 1. 1/100000 in 1965 ,while in 1973 none died of tuberculosis in the age

group below 15 years indicating marked reduction of mortality from tuberculosis after mass
RBCG vaccination.

Professor Chen also led his professional staff in the research of lyophilized live vaccines.
such as the lyophilized live plague vaccine,live brucella vaccine and BCG- vaccine, enabling
these preparations to be of better preservation and safer transportation, Under his direction,

a4 hetter pertussis bacillus strain carefully selected showed strong antigenicity and good sta-

s vaccine by all of the

bility and the strain has been still in use for the production of pertuss
Vaccine and Serum Institrtes in our country. He had also led the research in the preparation

of Group A meningococeal purified vaccine and polysaccharide vaceine. Through collaboration
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with nine provincial and municipal Health and Epidemic Prevention Stations the efficacy of
these vaccines has been uneguivocally confirmed and mass application has been launched ,re-
sulting in profound effect on the prevention of meningococcal meningitis.

In 1961 when paracholera occurred in our country,Professor Chen was sent by the Min-
istry of Public Health to Guangdong. Xinjiang and Shandong to conduct on the spot investiga-
tian and carry out laboratory identification. He finally made the correct diagnasis.thus facili-
tating the institution of appropriate measures for control.

In 1966 he went to Czechoslovakia to make investigations regarding biological products.
In 1973 he was sent to Albania 1o help control cholera. There he also gave two training cours-
es ta train personnel for the laboratory diagnosis of cholera. His work was highly appreciat-
ed.

From 1972 onwards he began to lead the National Malaria Immunoprophylaxis Research
Project. In his labaratory he praceeded with the cultivation of erythrocytic stage of plasmodi-
um in vitrosand in conformity with the local condition of our country,succeeded in the con-
tinuous passage cultivation of human P. faleiparum in vitro,thus providing a technical basis
for further investigation into the development of a workable malaria vacecine.

From 1978 1982 he had been appointed a Member of Global Advisory Group of Expand-
ed Program on Immunization of the world Health Organization, The members met once a
year,reviewing the work done in the various countries and regions of the warld in the past
year and discussing strategies for the coming year. He had attended meetings twice in Gene-
va,and once cach in New Dalhi, Washington, [, C. and Brazzaville.

Nuring all these years.,Professor Chen personally participated in various production and
research programs tirelessly «doing much hard work by his own hands,and led his sraff step
by step ahead.paving the way for the popularization of immunoprophylaxis of infectious dis-
eaeses. He wrote more than twenty original scientific papers and five reviews. The book” lm-
munoprophylaxis of Infectious Diseases" ,with him being the editor-in-chief ,was published in
1985 and has been widely read and used by the health workers and medical students.

Professar Chen was elected Beiling Chongwen District People' s Representative for Chi-
nese People’ s Congress in 1656, and Beijing Chaoyiang Uistrict People’ s Representative in
1960 and the 7th Beijing Municipal Peaple’ s Representative in 1978. He was a member of
Jiusan Xueshe (a democratic partytand once the head of its branch in NVSL OUn such ocea-
sions he often made many constructive suggestions or proposals for the advancement of edu-
cational seultural and health work of our country.

In 1991 when Professor Chen was sick in hospital,he still concerned himself with the
collaborative work of typhoid Vi polysaccharide vaccine and made several valuable sugpes-
tions. His noble spirit of devoting his whole life selflessly to medical science and his achieve-
ments in the field of preventive medicine and for the health of the people shall long stimulate

the younger generation ta work hard and progress ahead.
MNarions] Vaccine and Serum Insutute, Beijing

Aung. 28¢h 1992
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