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Foreuword

Botanists say: Palants can purity air.

Aesthtes say: Plants can purify soul.

Chinese artists of potted landscape are the sort of artists who can purify air and soul, and some unknown in the
classics can be found everywhere among the people. They are “golden phoenixes™ but haven’t flown out of
ravines yet. They stroll in that land of happiness owned by themselves and mold originally pure sentiment to
give people beouty and love in their own humane landscape.They have filled in green space on the earth.

| compiled the “A Magnificent Spectacle of Chinese Tolk Potted Landscape” through asking advice of experts
in many aspects, in order to make our tolk potted landscape tlying out of ravines to the outsioke world. | wish
this album may take effect of making contact between the artists, let them learn trom each other by exchanging
views and skills. I’ m so luoky to be benefited a lot in compiling this book as well.

I’ m very grateful to Mr. He Kang, chairman of Chinese Flower Association, who inscribed the title for the book;
Mr. Zhu Lingen. Mr. Wu Keli and Mr. Cao Qing sheng, board chairman of Jiangsu Potted Landscape
Association, who are having cared for and supported this book all along from the beginning of collection of
materials; and Mr. Su Yiji, Secretary ot Taiwan Potted Landscape Association, is always caring for issuing the
book warmheartedly.

This book has not included all excellent works to folk potted landscape over our country and not commented on
them in accordance with personal inclinations due to the limits of editing standard. Please favor me with your
instruction and guidance.
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Preface

Folk potted landscape is the landscape belonging to common people themselves, it has generality and
personality just like folk song.

Literati, officialdom and their ilk living in noisy cities had spiritual sustenance on miniature mountain forest,
potted pine and cypress set on tables proudly and lonely whioh could relax their mind and mold their
temperament; But either you view eagle in Bouyei or enjoy cypress in Mount Tian, as will convince you
completely. Common people break branohes of peaoh tree to expel evil spirit in new year and insert argy
wormwood to disperse pestilence in festivals, or cultivate hardy. old pines and dark green cypress with twisted
roots and gnarled branches to create broad and profound “beautiful scenery” in pots. Au these are
reasonable but beyond normal rules and should belong to the realm of are. So potted landscape should be
without exception. The villagers in mountain area gathered old trees and natural roots for pruning and
cultivating. These plants have been dark green still with hardy. old roots for several hundred years even in
small pots. These are really rare and fairy things.

It is not excessive indeed that potted landscape should belong to the realm of art. The reasons consicst of
water, soil, climate, kinds of trees. humane accomplishment and many other factors, all these have formed
many kinds of styles and schools just like folk songs including villeger’ s and fisherman’s songs also. So the
potted landscape, this field of art with extraordinary splendor is, “different people look at one thing in different
way” . In this aspect we’ d better not comment on the works of people engaged in the same pursuit cassccally
and not be parochial arrogance. We Should contribute our share together to grand the Chinese national culture
in line with the principle of “let a hundred tlowers blossom and a hundred schools of thought contend” .

The first fviendly match of Chinese Folk Potted Landscape was held in Flower City, Rugao, Jiangsll, 1996. The
artists engaged in the same pursuit in each province all took part in it enthusiastically and the members of
Potted Landscape Club presented their rare Works also for learning from each other by exchanging views and
experience. A grand occasion afforded a magnificent sight.

It is Feally a good thing collecting Chinese folk potted landscape to compile a book. I’ m so fortunate to have a
chance to write this preface for the book to meet the Fequirements raised by the members in our line. | just do
my bit to help so that others may come up with valuable opinions. Please be kind enough to share yours.

| wish folk potted landscape, this exotic flower of the Chinese nation will bloom in profusion

Hanmin
Summer of 1998, in Hua Shen House
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