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Preview

@ommunicaﬁng successfully with people
of another culture is one of the most chal-

lenging things we do. Cultural differences cause
most wars, political tensions and arguments be-
tween peoples and nations. Unless we learn
how others’ beliefs, values and customs differ
from ours, we will likely destroy this planet.
We cannot automatically expect another cul-
ture to understand ours; all of us bear the re-
sponsibility of helping others to learn our ways.
The passages in this unit show how Americans
regard time, how adjusting to another culture
requires focused effort and how one person
tried to relate in a different culture. We must
never stop learning about our cultural differ-
ences. Our lives depend on it.



WA EEIEF
ST ]

2

Pre-reading Activities

(e First Listening

Please listen to a short passage carefully and prepare to answer some questions.

Second Listening

Listen to the tape again. Then answer the following questions with your own ex-

periences.

1. What precious resource do Americans value and save?

2. What are the three kinds of behavior that Americans consider to be a waste of time?
3. In what different ways do Americans approach time in business relations?

\ 1 Ak
1~ XY

Americans believe no one stands still. If you are not moving ahead, you are falling
behind. This attitude results in a nation of people\cwmed.to rg:segqhhg, experiment-
ing and exploring. Time is one of the two elements that Americans save carefully, the
other being labor. i\?

“We are slaves to nothing but the clock, ” it has been said. Time is treated as if it were

A somemm&ﬂmost real. We budget it, save it, waste it, steal it, killi 1t cut it, accbimt for

¥,

3

it; we also charge forit. Itis a g recious resource. Many people have a rather acute sense
of the shortness of each ness of each lifetime’ Once the sands have run out of a person’s hourglass, they

—

cannot be replaced. We want every minute to count.

A foreigner’s first impression of the U. S. is likely to be that everyone is in a rush
— often under pressure. City people always appear to be hurrying to get where they are
going; restlessly seeking attention in a store, or elbowing others as they try to complete
their shopping. Racing through daytime meals is part of the pace of life in this country.
Working time is considered precious. Others in public eating-places are waiting for you

to finish so they, too, can be served and get back to work within the time allowed. You 4

also find drivers will be aWd people will pus\hpmw II'miss shs\es,

W AR TR (4 IR PO IR . 0 budget; B & AR IAE AHNRIAT 4n abrupt; Kﬁiﬁﬂibél}@b

ST, 2 eyebrow 3 % @A AR I A AL, A teleconference °
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brief conversations, and small exchanges with /<t
strangers. Don’t take it personally. This is because

people value time highly, and they resent somﬁrl:c_

Many new arrivals to the States will miss the
opening exchanges of a business call, for example.
They will miss the ritual interaction that goes with
a welcoming cup of tea or coffee that may be a con-

vention in their own country. They may miss lei- 125

surely business chats in a restaurant or coffee house.

o) . "R ;
Normally, Americans do not assess their visitors in

such relaxed surroundings q@‘r extended small talk; much less do they take them out for
—F

dinner, or around on the golf course while they develop a sense of trust. Since we gener-
ally assess and pll(&e_ professionally rather than socially, we start talking business very €l

quickly. Time is, therefore, always ticking in our inner ear.
Consequently, we work hard at the task of saving timd_We produce a steady flow of

labor-saving devices; we communicate rapidly ThrT‘ﬁg/h;a\x_e/s, phone calls or emails
rather than through personal contacts, which though pleasant, take longer — especially
given our traffic-filled streets. We, therefoly:{z, save most personal visiting for after-work €
hours or for social weekend gatherings,” / ,

To us the impersonality of electronic communication has little or no relation to the

—_— - e —— e

significance of the matter at hand. In some countries no major business is conducted
wmaﬁi—rmg\fhce-to-face conversation. In America, too, a final agree-
ment will normally be signed in person. However, people are meeting ilEI:e;asingly on €
television screens, conducting “ teleconferences ” to settle problems not only in this
country but also — by satellite — internationally.

The U. S. is deﬁnitel}?f?dephone country.' Almost everyone uses the telephone to
conduct business, to chat with friends, to make or break social appointments, to say “Thank
you”, to shop and to obtain all kinds of information. Telephones save the feet and endless €8
amounts of tirng{.] ngl\sag due partly to the fact that the telephone serlvice%is sgwb herg,
whereas the os'tgl service is less efficient. ol b ARX

Some new arrivals will come from cultures where it is cor}ﬁdered impolite to work
too quickly. Unles\/s‘ a certain amount o 11;; is allowed to elapse, it seems in their eyes
as if the task being considered were W, not wortmfproper respect. Assign- €1
ments are, consequently, felt to be given added weight by the passage of tin{e.zln the U. S,,
however, it is taken as a mulness or being competent fo solve a problem, or
fulfill a job successfully, with speed. Usually, the more important a task is, the more

capital, energy, and attention will be poured into it in order to “get it moving”.
Words: 689

"4 D0
. @ ; A0,
else “wasting it beyond a certain ag@gga/t&:\pomt.@] ) 4
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/
/ﬁudget /'bad3zit/ vi.

=7

X

VI

a.
acute /o'kju:t/ a.
replace /r1'plers/ vt.

’, foreigner /'forma(r)/ n.

restless /'restlis/ a.

v,

plan the spendmg of or provide (money) ina plan By L ﬁﬁﬁ Gai
LA

i[53

[C, U] a plan to show how much money a petson or wg, izatior

make and how much they will need or be able to spend ﬁl’.

inexpensive; cheap {EF /Y, BEHTEY

1. (of feelings or the senses) fine; sharp (ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?)ﬂﬂm,
EORHY, B e e

2. se\vere, very great J2H Y ‘ o ‘ . :

1. put (sth. ) back in its place #+--+-- ﬁklﬂlﬁ&k

2. take the place of (sb. /sth. ) O, Bft

ie)] a person from a country other than one"s own ShE A

1. unable to be still or quiet, esp. because of lack of i mtcrest, lmpauence
anxiety, etc. (jt?ﬁ‘ﬂ BR% iﬁﬁﬁﬁf&fﬁ 5 IEW)TQEEWQT
%

’71ﬁ5§$%ma¢m@wfﬁﬁm

restlessly /'restlisly/ ad.
elbow /'elbau/ vt.
n.

A abrupt /a'brapt/ a.

brief /bri:f/ a.

Vi.

opening /'supenmy/ a.
Sy

A ritual /'itjusl/ a.

&R, TEHH
push sb. to one side with the erows H!Bﬁﬂ}dﬁﬂj -—*%

[C] (outside part of the) joint where the arm bends E‘i'

1 (of behavxor) rough, offensive {dﬁﬁ'ﬁb)ﬁ-ﬂﬂﬁj ”

2. sudden and unexpected %?&ﬁ’} %S

1. lasting only a short time; short EQB’J :

9. (of speech or wntmg) using faw words (ﬁﬁiﬁﬂﬁf‘p‘)ﬁﬂﬁiﬁﬁ
), fﬁi“km ‘

eul medlod followed\

BIF

ARG UNGIAL, AIMERTARIS AU “A” ARFRICM ‘o7 MMM “W"; St

AIRA .
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/

/L*)interaction / mtar'ekfon/ n.

/:onvention /kan'venfon/ n.

—yfeisu;e ez}l n.

Y-/leisurely /le3all/ a. & ad.

_=>assess /o'ses/ vi.
surroundings /sa'raundinz/ n.

golf /golf/ n.
generally /'dzenarali/ ad.

A probe /praub/ v.
n.

A tick /tik/ vi.

vi.

n.

)

-‘\Z/énsequently /'konsikwantli/ ad.

saving /'servig/ n.
" Abor-saving /leba'serviy/ a.
_device /di'vais/ n.

/fax /feks/ n.

email /i'me1l/ n.
electronic /1 lek'tronik/ a.

j/gm'ﬁcance /stg'nifikans/ n.

[C, U] communication; working together Wﬂﬁ .

Ak

1. [C, U] (an example of) generally accepted practice, esp. with regard to
social behavior fi{{#l, >, L ;

2. [C] a meeting of members of a profession, political party, etc. (£l
A BOERD &I, K&

1. [U] time free fror;\mr other duties; spare time Z3[H, RIR

2. [U] ease f&[H, &k

without hurrying M7 (), AZHL(HE)

jﬁdge or decide the amount, value, quality or importance of {54/, PEHT

(pl. ) all the objects, conditions, etc. that are around (and may affect) sb. /

sth. ; environment J& [ $4y, s

WRRERCPIE 8D, $T0 /R KERAI A BELA S b Bk Bt/ g Bk

FTAN 9 5 18 A~ifir)

1. usually, in a general sense — i , 38 B Hb

2. by most people; widely J" {7 #h, b

1. examine (sth. ) closely #l#, #7%, #4&78, HECiH#A

2. explore or examine (sth. ) with or as if with a probe (FH44 %} a4l
HIKAr, R

L [C] %5, BB TR A 1Y —FP Bl Sk an i T H)

2. [C] (esp. in news) complete and careful enquiry into sth. (Ji; 47/
HE) WEE, &g, BUEEA

(of a clock, etc. ) make a sequence of quiet short regularly repeated sounds

CHE B 55 ) 11 25 T 2 . i)

put a (+/) beside (a point, etc. ) fE(H H38)3T L&)

1. [C] light and regularly repeated sound, esp. that of a clock or watch
(I g Bhe ) i &

2. [Clamark (v ) 4}%5 (v)

as atesult; so (k. FFLL

1. [C] amount saved 545, It 4F

2. (pl.) money saved up fif& 4

designed to reduce the amount of work or effort needed to do sth. 44 T

: 1. [C] a thing made or altered for a special pu o
2. [C] a plan, esp. for a rather dishonest pu LRI, M, it

L [C, U] fertdifs, Hfer

- 2.[C] 2 EHL

HL B {4 (electronic mail [4ENE)

1. produced or operated by a flow of electrons H, T, HFH#IER
2. concerned with electronic devices FIHL 1% 45 (AnitFAL A XM
1. [U] meaning 3 %

2. [U] importance Sk

e




