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Test 1

GENERAL DIRECTIONS

n this test you will be able to demonstrate how well you speak English. The test
will last approximately twenty minutes. You will be asked questions by an
interviewer. The duestions are printed in the test book, and the time you will
have to answer each one is printed in parentheses after the question. You are encouraged to
answer the questions as completely as possible in the time allowed. While most of the
questions on the test may not appear to be directly related to your academic or professional
field, each question is designed to tell the raters about your oral language ability. The raters

will evaluate how well you communicate in English.

As you speak, your voice will be recorded. Your score for the test will be based on your
speech sample. Be sure to speak loudly enough for the machine to record clearly what you
say. Now please start your tape recorder so that it will record what you say. Your tape
recorder should now be running and recording. Do not stop your tape recorder at any time
during the test. If you have a problem with the tape recorder, notify the test supervisor

immediately.



Test 1

Now the interviewer will ask you three questions. These questions are for practice and will

not be scored, but it is important that you answer them.

What is the ID number on the cover of your test book? (10 seconds)

What is the weather like today? (10 seconds)

What are your plans for the rest of the day? (10 seconds)

Now the test will begin. Be sure to speak clearly and say as much as you can in responding

to each question.

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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Imagine that we are friends. This is a map of a neighboring town that you have suggested I

visit. You will have 30 seconds to study the map. Then I’ll ask you some questions about
it.

B
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Test 1

. I’ll be taking a bus to this town and would like to visit the arts and crafts museum.

Please give me directions from the bus station to the museum. (30 seconds)

. I’ve heard that a variety of objects created by artists from your native country will be

displayed at the museum. Please tell me about two or three objects that you think I
should see. (60 seconds)

I’ 1l also have time to visit either the science center or the zoo. Which would you

recommend that I visit and why? (60 seconds)

. The town council is considering a plan to widen Fifth Avenue. The construction is
estimated to take six months. How do you think this will affect the people and businesses

of this town? (60 seconds).

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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Now please look at the six pictures below. I’d like you to tell me the story that the pictures
show, starting with picture number 1 and going through picture number 6. Please take one

minute to look at the pictures and think about the story. Do not begin the story until I tell

you to do so.




Test 1

5. Now tell me the story that the pictures show. (60 seconds)
6. Imagine that this happens to you. When you go back to the store, the clerk says that the
article of clothing cannot be returned because it was on sale. Try to persuade the clerk to

let you return the clothing. (45 seconds)

7. Describe one of the stores where you shop for clothes. (45 seconds)

GO ON TO THE NEXT PAGE
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Now I’d like to hear your ideas about several topics. Be sure to say as much as you can in
responding to each question. After I ask each question, you may take a few seconds to

prepare your answer, and then begin speaking when you’re ready. -

8. Air travel has changed the way many people live. Compare life today with the way of life

in the years before air travel became common. (60 seconds)

9. Because I'm thinking about entering your field of study, please tell me what personal
characteristics a professional in your field needs in order to be successful. Why are these

characteristics important? (60 seconds)

10. The graph below presents the actual and projected percentage of the United States
population that is 65 years old or older. Tell me about the information given in the

graph. (45 seconds)

PERSONS AGED 65 AND OVER

Percentage of Total Population
of the United States

25
20 -
15 ?599%}":/
10 /
5 —_—//
0 T . T T
1900 1950 1990 2020 2030

Year

11. Some people think there should be a mandatory retirement age for all workers. Other
people think that workers should be able to stay employed as long as they are able and

choose to work. What is your opinion about this issue? (60 seconds)
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