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Introduction

Stantey D. Nl

Dean , College of Arts and Sciences

University of San Francisco

President Wang Jianpan,
Consul Wang Ling,
Honored Guests,

On behalf of the University of San Francisco, it gives me great
pleasure to welcome you to the opening session of this Conference,
Teaching Chinese in the World: Cross-Cultural Approaches. As
you know, the Conference is jointly presented by The Chinese
Ministry of Education in Beijing, East China Normal University in
Shanghai and the University of San Francisco. We are delighted to
be in such distinguished company, and it is truly a privilege for us
to be able to host this event.

We are equally pleased that the Conference has attracted such
eminent scholars from around the world. We have representatives
here from China, Italy, New Zealand, Canada and the United
States, so that this is indeed a multicultural gathering.

Given the current state of affairs in the world, it seems to me that
such gatherings of people across national and cultural boundaries

have become even more vital than in the past. At a time when 3
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both cultural and political extremism are ever more prevalent, and
ever more dangerous, it is ever more necessary that people such as
ourselves come together across the superficial boundaries that
divide us, and reaffirm our common interest in the humanities

and, more important, our common humanity.

And in this quest for mutual understanding, the study of language
plays a central role. At its best, language is a window onto
culture; indeed, one could argue that it is central to the very
concept of culture, and that it embodies what is most noble in the
human soul. On the other, it can also be, in the wrong hands, a
lethal weapon, one which too often is used to inflame the most
primitive and malevolent instincts, and to divide rather than to

unite us.

And so, on this auspicious day, when the President of China has
met with the President of the United States in order to promote
closer ties between China and the United States, and, dare we
hope, to promote peace in the world, it is fitting that we should
begin this Conference on Teaching Chinese in the World. It is my
hope that through this meeting, and through subsequent initiatives
we might undertake together, that we may play our own role in
fostering understanding between peoples and in advancing the
cause of peace.

We are privileged to be joined this evening by the Consul for
Education, Wang Ling, from thc Chinese Consulate in San
Francisco, who has graciously agreed to say a few words. Consul
Wang.

And now, it is my pleasure to introduce to you our keynote
4 speaker this evening, Professor Wang Jianpan, President of East
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China Normal University, is a well-known and influential leading
mathematician in China in the field of group theory, especially in
the representation theory of algebraic and quantum groups. He
received his Ph. D. from East China Normal University in 1982,
and was among one of the first batch of 18 Ph.D. graduates in the
history of higher education in China. Since then, he has worked
with ECNU first as an Associate Professor, Professor, and then,
progressively, as Chair of the Mathematics Department, Vice-
President and President of ECNU.

Professor Wang Jianpan has published around 30 mathematical
research papers, as well as two monographs. His research findings
have been widely cited and used by mathematicians in many
countries. He has been invited to many prestigious universities
abroad to give lectures or to conduct joint research, and also
served as a Visiting Professor of Mathematics at the University of
Virginia from 1989 to 1990. He has for many years been a
member of the Executive Committee of the Chinese Mathematical
Society and the Deputy Director-General of the Shanghai
Mathematical Society.

Professor Wang Jianpan has a long-standing interest in
mathematical education. For the last four years, he has actively
served as a member of the Executive Committee of the
International Commission of Mathematical Instruction, and has
been involved in many international events in mathematical
education. He is also the Chief Editor of a set of national

experimental school mathematical textbooks.

As President of East China Normal University, Professor Wang
Jianpan has been very devoted to the reform and the development 5
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of the University, aiming at enhancing its academic level and
international reputation. He is also the President of the
Association of Chinese Higher Education Pedagogical Research
and the Chairperson of the Shanghai Association of Graduate
Education. Thus he has made, and continues to make, great

contributions to higher education in China.

It is with very great pleasure indeed therefore that I introduce to
you our keynote speaker, my Co-Chair for the Conference,
Professor Wang Jianpan.
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TEACHING CHINESE IN THE WORLD:
CROSS-CULTURAL APPROACHES

Wikng Jidspsnn
Professor & President East China Normal University

Dear Dean Nel,

Dear Consul Ms Wang Ling,
Dear experts and friends,
Ladies and gentlemen,

I am greatly honoured to be here in the beautiful city of San
Francisco — a city famous for its mix of oriental and western
culture — to hold jointly with the University of San Francisco this
International Symposium on Teaching Chinese in the World. As
President of East China Normal University and the co-chair of the
symposium I would like to extend my sincere and warm welcome
to teachers and professors of Chinese from all over the world. The
idea of co-sponsoring the symposium by the two universities was
born out of my visit to the University of San Francisco in the year
2000. Since then, the two universities, supported by China’s
Ministry of Education and the National Office for Teaching
Chinese as a Foreign Language, have done a lot of preparation to
make it happen as planned. As President of East China Normal
University, 1 would like to show my great appreciation to the 1

University of San Francisco for its many efforts made over the 5
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