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R B
TEST 1

Part I Reading Comprehension (35 minutes)

Directions: There are four reading passages in this part. Each passage is
followed by some questions or unfinished statements. For each of
them there are four choices marked A), B), C) and D). You
should decide on the best choice and mark the corresponding letter

on the Answer Sheet with a single line through the center .
Questions 1 to S are based on the following passage:

The quality of taped recordings was for many years worse than that of
gramophone records, but it gradually caught up as the equipment was
improved. By 1940 tape recorders of an advanced design were being produced,
suitable for professional use but not for the home. Then, in 1947. American
manufacturers took those large, heavy machines that ate up tape at the rate of
thirty inches per second and began to turn them into a real rival to the
gramophone. They reduced the size and weight, lowered the running speed,
raised the sound quality and increased the playing time far beyond the four
minutes which at that time represented the gramophone record’s maximum.

The record industry’ s answer to this threat was to introduce the long-
playing record, which not only gave much longer continuous recordings than
before but also better wear and durability and much better quality. This
increase in sound quality on gramophone records was mainly due to tape
recorders being used to make better original recordings. So, strange as it may

seem, tape recorders helped to save the record industry from the threat of tape

-— 9 —




recorders.

Since 1950 tape has led the way—not only in quarry but by producing the first
really successful sterec recordings, by making recording a hobby available to all. and
by bringing a vast new industry of music into the record catalogues, for the ease
with which music can be recorded on to tape has also opened the way for many
compositions ignored in the expensive days of the disc.

Sound technicians worked away at the problems of magnetic recording
until they were able to produce a seven-inch spool holding 1200 feet of tape
which was pulled across the magnetic pickups at the speed of only fifteen
inches per second. They might have stopped at this point but, as science is the
land where nothing is regarded as perfect, they did not.

They devised three ways of increasing the playing time—by developing
thinner tape so that more could be wound onto a spool, by running the tape at
a slower speed so that it took longer to reach the end, and by recording more
than one track along the tape. The next step was double-play tape, followed

by triple-play and, the most recent advance, quadruple-play tape which is

thinner than human hair.

1. What does “ate up” in the first paragraph mean?
A) Absorbed. C) Consumed.
B) Wound. D) Submitted.

2. Why does the author say that tape recorders helped to save the record
industry?
A) Because they helped to prolong the playing time of the record.
B) Because they helped to improve the durability of the record.
C) Because riley helped to make better recordings.

D) Because they helped to bring in a vast new industry of music.

3. Successful stereo recordings were first introduced in

A) 1940 C) 1950

B) 1947 D) None of the above




4. The record catalogues greatly increased because
A) Sound technicians worked away at the problems
B) It was easy to make recordings onto tape
C) More and more compositions were ignored

D) The price of records was lowered

5. Which of the following is NOT done to improve magnetic recording?
A) Reducing the length of the spool.
B) Minimizing the thickness of the tape.
C) Decreasing the reeling speed.
D) Developing multi-track technology.

Questions 6 to 10 are based on the following passage:

Herbalism is a way of helping the body to build up its natural defenses to
illness by using plants of herbs. People who practise natural medicine believe
that the body contains repairing processes within itself. Natural substances can
activate these processes. Homeopaths believe that what harms when taken in
quantity can heal when a little is taken to build up the body’s resistance. So
the principle of homeopathy is the opposite of the principle of much current
Western medicine. Allopathy uses substances which are quite different from
the substances in the body which are causing harm.

Herbalists point out the dangers of using modem drugs, which often have
harmful side effects. By using herbs, they say, a cure can be achieved which
does more than just treat individual symptoms. Extracts from herbs, if they
are used for a long time (usually for two years at least, when the disease is
serious) can heal the whole organism.rather than just temporarily treat a
disturbance in the body. So using natural remedies is more effective in the end
as well as being safer and cheaper as a method. Indeed, the World Health
Organization looked at traditional medicine, and particularly herbal remedies,
and concluded that using local resources of medicinal herbs would be effective.
They said that herbs do often cure, and that using them would reduce tile




