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Prepositions as a word class in English and Chinese
are studied and compared with examples cited from literary
works. The two languages share the feature of using
prepositions in front of nouns, indicating various case rela-
tions with the verb. This contrasts with postpositions in
Japanese. The paper focuses on five major areas in which
differences are shown: (1) In contrast with English, Chi-
nese as a non-inflectional language, has no clear and defi-
nite distinction between prepositions and verbs. Historical-
ly, almost all Chinese prepositions evolved from verbs. In
modern Chinese, most of them still retain in varying de-
gree features of the verb. (2) Prepositional phrases in
English are generally placed behind the verbs modified. In
contrast, Chinese takes the position in front of verbs, ex-
cept for a few postverb prepositions, which tend to adhere
to the verbs morphologically. When modifying nouns,

O FXESFMELERUTER, SEPHEBREMNHEMES, BERE
LoHY B
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Chinese prepositional phrases require a particle de attached
to them. (3) Prepositions of place in Chinese usually com-
bine in use with location words, while in English the
meaning of location is included in the prepositions. Thus,
English “Preposition + Noun” equals Chinese “Preposi-
tion + Noun + Location words”. Many English preposi-
tions also have a dynamic sense, which in Chinese has to
be expressed by verbs. (4) As regards the relative order
(of various kinds) of prepositional phrases in a sentence,
while following the same principle that those in closest re-
lation to the modified are also nearest to it, it is in a con-
trary direction in specific arrangements in the two lan-
guages. (5) In Chinese prepositions are often omitted in
use. Main cases in which omissions occur are illustrated.

HEIEMAMPUEM AR~ H AR, HRARETL—
—FI%H, EEMAEERX LARRMENRZ S, MR EE
—ANPBE), 0 at, in, for, to, between %, XBFE L+ EFH-
ERMAERMER, —FEdHMiERN N L~
B, HBER, 0 aong with, except for, dueto, because of 5;
HfhR “AriE, + &8 + AL, W in view of, in accordance
with, by means of, XFEZMARKBRMRLA, HREEEX
EAKERE, AYBEHBAAREE, AADGEP ARSI AT L
AN+, BAORBFTY, W . fL |, 8. 8% M,
H” % WEHNMARE “MF. EF. XF. BA. BA. . H
T, R RE. 8. BRE FT¥EAD

HiBEA A (preposition) XFRRTE IR, EAE—-RETIIH
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RBFZH . X—RUUERIEEE—8W, mMBRAEARR., BE
HENE (FRAENA)) BET&FEZE, 2 F/aEE (postposi-
tion), ffN: from Tokyo/MAER /FHEDH. NBX EE, N
MREGEREETSIH S3hiAMEXHT R (BF. 5F., £FH,
TH) UURALET. BFE1SE, #ln.

by W, # (5 %)
for, to, with %, K, x, B (3lB5%)
with, by A, U (5l = R)
— £, # (51 % %)

in, on, at, to, from #&, #, KA (5 W 4 P 2 B 18] )
XEE R WA A ERRR, EEREEKE, Al “f
BEFEF”, “EF BREFH LA, IMHERE LEEY
W, EHTGEPREMEE, W “KILAEL" BUlmAmE. MiE
BUE LE, RINMEERA RS S WA REE, FEAXRSE
WRzhial, el LR BM A,

NEBERER—HA MENR, AHARUERAE, B
IR R LR AR RSN, A REEBNRZ K shiEskaIzhin, 1
KREhial N —A /M, HERX AN R F AR IR T IUE
NMAMILEM AN EEEZR, A0 M EX A2 Bk
&, MELF A ERHHAT

1. friAFzhiga% 5%
HIENAIAS 2, GRAE, KEEAMANBITIUER
BARM AR EE A ERERE. Bl
(1) Buming with curiosity, she ran across the field after it,
and was just in time to see it pop down a large rabbit-hole
under the hedge.
.3 .
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WE O, REATFHFLAHE, ARRERELEHK
HEELRTH-NMARTH, (D)O
KE—EBRT HANNE, MIGESFE—- M EBRE S
W, ‘o7 M “B” BEIE, ‘B EXPBEOEMshiER. X
MBI BB B SE ADUEE A IR EARR . AiRSR145r
B BERE, R RREE WX B E T RENAAERR S
F, MBGEN 53R R RAS RE .
1.1 ZEHEAEIEA, MEARAESLZL. FEAE
M A R EXEP HE R, RA near, round, except,
down, up, over ¥JLAS, T H X $is)7E 6 R TR EARE T
SEAMET. B near — iR ZE The house is near the forest B &4
1A, 7E They noiselessly neared the house & 318, IEM AL
BT LAFRAERDE], TILERN A XA TR IESRE, i)
HRETRE., AFFHEFP “E” ‘B R X ‘@
“HG” SR AR SSE BRI
() BRI, AR BT
5,
At the height of his confusion, he had suddenly suspected
that they were no longer behind him. (A)

(3) “BUEMANLMEE, BT AL RHRAFTR,
EHTORE L/ \KHILA ERF R
“How can I take my time running with you chaps?” And

really he wasn’ t slow at all, even Xiangzi had to exert sev-

O AXPEFEHEUTES: (A) GRET), (B) (KEHMT), (O (#
#&), (D) Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland, (E) Pygmalion, (F) The Old
Man and the Sea, XAIAGFE#L BRAFE, MHOEEFrSzh,

4 o




FE AR

(4)

(5)

(6)

(7

wER

en to eight parts of strength to keep up. (A)
AR, BB “TRE”, ASERALL £H
. ATFHLM, CRTEFTEHCHET,

If we knuckle under and apologize to him, he’ll probably
let bygones be bygones. If we give him all that face, he’s
sure to change his mind. (A)
IRAMBFREEHER, #Fitk, HESERT
B0k

Mrs. Xia became quite surprisingly polite zo Xiangzi. He
went in to find her powdering her face before the mirror.
(A)

WEA BRI AERR,

She called to his broad straight back ------
ARMERABFEED, THAEIMREZNAMNN,
Everyone’s laug;hing face had been turned towards him,
as if he wer‘e a very important person. {A)
WLNEFEST, TWEEREANEE, ZFARW
Ak, EFRAMETH L,

She was far lovelier than Joy, who could never compare
with someone so scented and powdered, dressed in silks
and satins. (A)

A E-tFIs, BIER— AR, FE— R,
HRERAE T HBHR RS, DUESIAER “T7 & “d” %
SEhEH AR EEM, AMmLIAAK E RAEEF EF
Bl (6) RYMEMAMN B EELE E, A T BARE
T, mE (4) PEHE KT FEEMEMES T,
SHBBHTLEKEL. HNIEERTHSIHMMRKE S Z
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—B TR,

1.2 ZERESTAAERAE, Ko iaMshiE ] LIAE B
WRE X, B, B I3 WiEEE, BREEIEN
against 2R, “HERYPE”, X B FREXNIZK
BAriE), BRIGEWMRAT take (Don’t take me for a child. ),
—ERFH, HiF XM EMhEW A% RIEWIEE, A
BEAAMINREZ A —FMRRXER: ShiaAREEL, WLMEHR
BFERS; MARAEIEL, FEEEEFERSS . DU
RBZ T HREREL, EX DRI AGEA B B 5 R
WTIREFE S, [HEEX A8, AEASEDHRSRE—FEZ
¥, Hlm:

(8) a. #HRX WA, BEMSIAFT B £%R?

After Fourth Master Liu’ s death, who will replace
him as master of the Harmony Yard? (A)
b. hEABENSH, REIMEBRBHRRLR!
You have the face to say it? I blush for you! (A)
c. BRREBBMESR (XF), TRUEARREEXK
ok 38
Though Tigress was now entertaining them for him,
he suddenly felt very much alone. (A)
UE=A “#%” ZHEMTUMEEEERS, (8a) W LIMA
“WBMR?” ARAREIEEEERS, (8b) ARBHE “HX
MERBHER. (8a) B “B" BURELE, ®7 “BE". ‘&
27, (8b) W “B” BUHKER, & “H” HEE. HE (8)
i B REEFRR BT E£ A WEEMRAMELFE, M
R FIEHAFHH for Fl replace % A /B FH M RILHR—F 2
#, A TEH=aPH “&7 F.
.6 -
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(%a.#%$7”iﬁﬁ§@mﬁﬂﬁo(Wuﬁﬁﬁﬁ
E, BRESEAE, LT “B”)
Xiangzi took a cigarette and started to puff. (A)
b.ﬁ”ﬁ%ﬁ%kﬁﬁ%k*,ﬂ?ﬁ%ﬂ%%!($
REEMMYORE, BEER, YT “#£7)
Just suppose some villagers had taken me for an army
deserter! (A) ’
c.ﬂ,%%%ﬁ&&*%ﬂ%%ul(ﬁxﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ
&, BRREEEXRBRFHHE)
Aha, so you risked your life for those animals! (A)

Mo BF, DUENFJLE N di shin B femiok, ZEH
RIUEFEILHBEEASA—H. BELRELEANMEIAZ, BN
HA “i8” “B “XF" “XF” %, SENMEAESRE—E
BENShEE, ©F—%LiE A7 B T ‘R B FE
WRERK, FHREEBTHIEENAASE,

1.3 B TFERAENIESTmARIRS5 L& e ExE,
FEFEP RSB, FlMERIEPIFSN AT LUREMNFE, & in
¥k, 7E (a) She swam in the lake #8417, Z (b) She thrust-
ed in her handbag F &l WHE P RaFMUT R FRIAK) ),
(a) HIR “3h + (P + )" W, P ()rid)) MBREEER;
(b) TR “ (3 + P) + &7 &, P (BliH) BahAEgaR
%, BahAmsiE. NiBEX EE (81 + P) ST 1TRY3)
i8], 40 call on = visit, put off = postpone, ME]JREHKE,
“(h +P) + 8" AMUERRE “3h + & + P X, W (b)
4] 8] PAAS ¥ i, She thrusted her handbag in, IR A LA # AR 8
X, W (b) A)Af LA #H A, Her handbag was thrusted in, {H2
HFPH LA F A TR AR ZE, The police asked for more

. 7 .
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details 3X AJE A LAJ3#Fr 4 asked (for more details) (B A GEAE#R
A asked more details for, for 2AiA), WA LAAHrA (asked for)
more details ([HA0] LAZE#: A8 50 More details were asked for,
for BAIE) . ATH, KRETESBMXMrAE, FiF BN HEFE
JE IR R R A GE— I,

2. MAMMRAGEEATHLE

2.1 BEMAE—-ERFENORNPEE-MEEAR, B
A BMEEHEI MM BRZ . Flm:
(10) Which plan did you disagree about?
HABAF ERTTEE?

(11) John is impossible to work with .
HMERERMEELEIN, ( “f £ “487)
(12) The televisio;l set which we all could do nothing about
has been fixed.
#p é‘ﬁfl‘]#%f’b%fﬁ#}‘%w RUNLEZBET. (“&7
£ A& RAH)
WiESRBRFMAEENE TAWNIT . AT REXFEER
Fr, HEBTEN R A—RIRARE R A,
DUBEAAT| Hh M 4 17 B AR R BB R I 1B AR Bt BL7E A 17 B Rl
W, B2 “H7 “HA” 7 FNiF5] KA R EE R LI m A
Bto HlHN:
(13) f&ﬁﬁﬁ R
He was elected chairman. (# %A 7 401)
BFFH (K) & T,
The };ouse was burnt down (by the fire). (# EF %43

)
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(14) 5 FHT.

He’sgot it wrong. (5 17 H#)

RS () £,

Let me carry it { for you ). (5FF L3 H)

(15) 11 (L) RHER.

They are talkmg about you (there). (M gL * ¥E)
XAMEOL T 87 “EE” SEA] LA YRS R B iR R
o ﬁ'ﬁﬁl%*"‘%«_b/?’ﬂé W% 4% 1) J5 SR AR T &liA]  (prepositional ad-
verb): He jumped in the pool (41&), He jumped in (BJ#)),

2.2 FEMAEIE-BAUTFhERZE, UENMEEERE
L FahiaZ Al Blan:

(16) What do you expect me to say to you?

FERE 4AHER? (E)

(17) feTHE, BFRHR, BOHEEHR,

He doesn’t pull a rickshaw or sell his muscle but lives &y

his wits. (A)

(18) You know I have no real friends in the world except you

and Colonel Pickering .

I RE R LR T BB LR E

K. (E)

BARIGERRA “4B7 “78" “I” =AM s E T L
fNFHiAZE (BAEXSHEY “F7 M 8”7 ¥ERESA
&), BAFSEBER: H—, X=NMEAMLTHEEN, &
KM TFshiambim, 55 LR TR, BmFERERNER
“T” BIMEMAZE. MM HEIENFHRNSSRHIERS:

(19) £ZMNENH, f—KALETH L

When he reached the door .of. the inn his legs suddenly

9 .



