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1. The Sky Father and the
Farth Mother

The brown-skinned men live on almost every island in the
Pacific Ocean. For hundreds of years they have been telling tales
about the gods who made the world. This is one of the old legends
that is told by the Maori people of New Zealand.

Long long ago, there was no ocean, no land and no sky. It
was so long ago that everything was dark and shapeless.

The first of all the gods was called Rangi. He was the Sky
Father. Papa, his wife, was the Earth Mother. They loved each
other and lived close together. They had seventy sons, and each‘
son. was a god. Their sons were the gods of sea, land, wind,
forests, birds, flowers, plants, men, beetles, fish, and insects.

The seventy sons of Rangi and Papa lived in the narrow space
between their parents. There was hardly any room to move, and
no light for them to see by. They were always complaining.

“It’s no use talking if we don’t do anything,” one of them
said. “If only we could separate Mother from Father would we
. have plenty of room." .

The others thought that it was a good idea, “One of us must
throw Rangi away from our Earth Mother. ”
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One after the other tried, but Rangi was too heavy. The last
of all came Tane, the god of nature. He lay on his back and put
his feet on Rangi’s body. Then he pushed and pushed. Rangi
moved a little. Tane pushed harder and Rangi flew away so far
that the gods thought he would never stop. They laughed and
shouted for joy except Tawhiri, the god of wind, who loved his
father more than his mother. When his brothers stayed on the
earth, he flew up to the sky to be with his father.

The Earth Mother and the Sky Father were sad at being
parted. Rangi cried and his tears fell on to the earth as rain. Papa
sighed, and the mists of sorrow floated up as clouds towards her
husband.

Tane was sorry for his parents. The Earth Mother was bare
and cold.. He covered her with forests and grass that were wa-
tered by Rangi’s tears, so that she was beautiful in her lonéli-
ness. i

“You have made Mama beautiful,” Rangi called to him, “but
what will you do for me, Tane?”

The god of nature flew back to his father. He put the golden
sun on his breast, and covered him with a red cloak. Then he
thought that his father did not like the red cloak, so he took it
away; but sometimes we can still see part of that glowing ¥ébe
when the sun rises and sets. By day Rangi was beautifully clad in
robe of blue. For the night time Tane scattered shining stars and
the round shining moon over him.

The last of all, the god of nature, filled the forests he had
made with birds so that everyone could hear their cheerful singing.

Tawhiri, the god of wind, was still angry with his brothers.
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He roared down from the sky and fought with the god of sea,
turning the waters into waves. The water swept over the land,
and the land gods fought the gods of wind and sea. No-one could
stand up against Tawhiri except Tu, who was the god of war.

As the wind stopped, the sea calmed down and birds were
singing. A ‘ |

“There is one thing missing,” Tane said. “We need men and
women to walk under my trees, listen to my birds, sail't_k;gir ca-
noes on the waters of my brother’s ocean, and siﬁg praises to the
gods.”

So Tane made the first woman, the Earth-Formed Woman,
from the red earth of Papa. Soon his dream came true. People
loved his work—the flowers, the birds, the fish of the sea, the
waterfalls, rivers, lakes, and the tall mountains.

That is how the world and all the lovely things on it were
made by Tane, the god of nature, in the very beginning of time’,
said the Maori people. "

1. brown-skinned adj. MY
2. tale n. " HE

3. legend - n. fE#H

4. shapeless adj. FTIHRM
5. complain ~v.  Hi48

6. sigh v. MAE

7. float ». E®

8. cloak m. 3}Z&
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9. glowing adj. KX
10. robe m. K

11. scatter wv. 4rHL
12. insect n. BRH

13. canoe m. PhAFA
14. waterfall n. 87
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2. Apollo and a Sunflower

Apollo was the sun-god. He wore a purple robe. He usually
sat in his bright palace early in the morning and made ready to
start his daily journey across the sky. During the day he drove his
carriage made of gold and ivory, and brought light, life and love
to the great world below. Late in the afternoon he came to the

~end of his journey in the far western sea and got on his golden
boat to return to his home. )

Apollo was the god of music and poetry. He could stir up all
feelings. These feelings are expressed in lofty songs. With his
lyre of gold and the sweet accents of his god-like voice he led the
choir of the Muses at Olympus. The pleasant music from his lyre
was so exciting that stones marched into their places in rhythmic
time and of their own will when he helped Poseidon build up the
walls of Troy. On one occasion, invited to a contest by the human
musician Marsyas, he won and then fla d death for his
pride. On another occasion, he lost out to Pan % vﬁééloél%mgkt'
and turned the ears of the judge, King Midas, into those of an
ass. 3

His son, Orpheus, took over such skill from the father that
his lyre moved man and animals alike.
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Apollo stood for youthful and manly beauty. His golden hair,
gravely manner and air all combined to make him the admirat.ion
of the world. A beautiful girl, by the name of Clytie, was so fond
of his beauty and glory that from dawn to dg}slg she knelt on the
ground, her hands outstretched towards the sun-god, and her
eyes looked at his ‘golden-wheeled carriage racing across the blue
sky. Though her love was not returned, she had never changed
her mind about Apollo. The gods were moved at the sad sight,
and changed her into a sunflower.
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1. purple adj. &M
2. robe m. K
3. poetry m. TFEK
4. lofty adj. #WXM
5. accent n. HiA _
6. rhythmic adj. HTEH
7. occasion  n. FHE
8. contest n. FEHF
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. outstretch v. i@

. twins . o ZEAE L, BUKEAR
. carriage n. K%
civory m. BFE

. stirup WX
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