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UNIT ONE PREPARATION

Who Ate the Cake"”

Directions: Read the following story carefully and then work in groups to figure out who ate

the cake and give the reasons for vour answer .

On Friday afternoon, Mother bought a chocolate cake for dessert that evening. At three
o'clock she went home and left the cake on the kitchen table, before leaving again to finish her er-
rands. All of her children would be home from school by four o’clock and her husband would be
home at five. At five thirty, when she returned, a large slice of the cake was missing. Everyone
was at home.

There were no knives, forks or plates in the sink. Whoever had eaten the cake had cleaned up
afterwards. Mother quickly wrapped the cake in opaque wrapping and hid it in the refrigerator.

During dinner, Mother watched her children and hér husband to see if they seemed unusually
full. Albert. the older son, always ate a lot for dinner. He had two servings of everything. He
was too busy eating to talk. Beatrice, the older daughter, seldom ate much. Tonight was no ex-
ception. She told everyone about what she was reading at school. Charles, the vounger son,
seemed more interested in feeding the dog under the table than eating. This. however, was not
unusual, though it was forbidden. Debbie, the younger daughter, hardly talked at all during din-
ner. This was unusual. She didn’t meet anyone’s eyes when she did speak. Edward, the father,
asked each of the children about their day. Only Debbie was reluctant to talk. Fido the dog stayed
close to Charles instead of going to the others to beg for food. This was unusual.

After dinner, Mother said, “There were exactly six servings of dessert and one of you has
eaten your share already. Whoever did it will not get any tonight. If none of yvou will admit it,
then we’ll all go without tonight.

“Oh Mom, " said Albert, “that’s not fair."”

“How do you know that you didn’t eat it and forget?” asked Edward, smiling at his wife.

“How are you going to find out?” asked Beatrice.
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“It’s simple,” said Mother. “I will ask you.’
“Well, I didn't” said Debbie, “so you don’t have to ask me again.”

“1 was playing baseball with John until five,” said Albert. Conveniently, John lives next

door.

“I was working at the super market this afternoon,” said Beatrice. “1 got home just before

you did. ”

“I was at the library after school. When I came home, Debbie was here and 1 didn’t see any
dessert on the kitchen table excepting for fruit,” said Charles quickly.

“I was in my room from the time I got home from school until Dad came home. I didn’t even
hear Charles come in,” said Debbie, still not looking in anyone’s eyes.

“I think I know who had their share of the 'dessert, " said Mother.

Who Ate the Cake?

2. What’s in the Letter?
Directions: Read the following story and guess what the girl wrote in her 100th letter. Ex-

change your answer with your neighbor .

One young man met a very beautiful girl and fell in love with her immediately. He wrote her
a letter expressing his love for her, and the following day he got a reply from the girl. However,
there was nothing in it. He wrote her a second, a third, a fourth, ...and a ninety-ninth letter,
but the same thing happened again and again. He then wrote the 100th, and the reply came again
the following day. Since he had received so many disappointing replies before, he threw the 100th
in his garbage can. Heartbroken, he left the city and wént to another place, where he married a
girl he did not really love. Ten years later, he met the girl he was crazy about ten years before,
and the girl was also married. The two talked about the letters and replies they wrote to each oth-
er. They were so regretful about what they did ten years before that they really wanted to kill
themselves.

What do you think is in the 100th reply from the girl?
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thriller Alfred Hitchcock sabotage homicide brazenly

Sir Alfred Hitchcock (F/R# % - %/ X #J52) (1899-1980) was a British film director who is con-
sidered to be one of the greatest and who made films in the UK and then in Hollywood, for almost 50
years. He made thrillers (films that tell exciting stories about crime and murder) such as The Thirty-
nine Steps (1935), Psycho (1960), and The Birds (1963). He is famous for his use of suspense and
for appearing for a very short time in each of the films as an unimportant character. People sometimes
use the word “Hitchcockian” to describe a story or situation in which there is a lot of suspense.
Exercise 1
Directions: The following is a list of words from the passage you are going to listen to. Now listen

carefully and discuss with your neighbor to decide on which of the following are the
key words of the passage.' You may choose about five key words out of them or you

may choose other words from the listening if necessary .

thriller movies categories suspense terrorist blackmail policeman
example guests corpse strange frightened uneasy

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the passage again and fill in the missing information. Then compare your
notes with your neighbor’s .

1) The basis for some of Hitchcock’s films is , which

suspense and the subjective aspects that Hitchcock favors in his films.
Apart from crime thrillers, Hitchcock also worked in other categories of the thriller such as

3 , and . However, even in those instances, the films in-

clude and normally associated with the psy-

chological crime thriller.
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2) Blackmail is one of Hitchcock’s early thrillers that fits into the . It re-

lates the story of a and who cover up in a homi-

cide that he is investigating. Another example is the film called Rope in which

and brazenly entertain guests in the house where is
located.

3) In all his filrﬁs, Hitchcock seizes upon to suspend us, to leave us
A . Although the suspense is always at the end of a Hitchcock
film, that deeper sense of suspension is never . Itis the
of his films that invariably leaves us feeling or somewhat

Exercise 3

Directions: Listen to the passage again and work in groups to talk about a movie directed by

_Hitchcock or any suspense story you know .

acquit grudge death cap beef. casserole - . renounce

Exercise 1

Directions: Listen to the passage carefully and choose the best answer to each question you hear .
Check your answers with your partner .
1) A. Her husband. B. Her children.
C. A psychiatrist. D. A lawyer.
2) A. It was a mistake from the beginning.
B. It was a perfect match.
C. He was happy while she was not.
D. She was happy while he was not.
3) A. The husband was unfaithful.
B. The husband was bad-tempered.
C. The wife had been insane.
D. They differed in child-rearing.
4) A. To put her hushand and his girlfriend to death.
B. To divorce her husband.
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C. To tell the children about their trouble.

D. To file a suit against her husband.
5) A. She will be fined.

B. She will be tried.

C. She will be acquitted.

D.

She will be

Exercise 2

found guilty.

Directions: Listen to the passage again and work in groups to either act out the play given below

or

write your own using the information you've got from the passage .

Characters: Judge; Mrs. Weller, the defendant; Mr. Butler, the defendant's lawyer; the jury

Setting: In the court room.

The decision to be made: Is the woman guilty?

A saniple play:

Mrs

Mrs.

Mrs.

Mrs.

Mr.

(After
O

Judge:
. Weller:
Judge:
Weller:
Judge:
Weller:
Judge:
Weller:

Judge:

. Butler:

Judge:

. Butler:

Judge:

Butler:

Judge:

the recess)

Mrs. Weller, you killed your husband and his girlfriend. right?

Yes, sir.

How?

I poisoned them.

With what?

With a death cap mushroom.

Why did you do that?

I did this for the sake of my children. He was with that woman for quite a while.
I don’t mind a divorce myself, but that will be a terrible thing for our children. I
don’t want the children to be brought up in a single-parent family.

But you've committed a murder and you'll be sentenced to life imprisonment at the
hest, don’t you know?

Well, that is certainly serious violation of the law, but Mrs. Weller was forced to
do that. She did all this for the sake of her children.

But that doesn’t mean that she's not guilty.

That's not what I mean. She is guilty, there's no doubt. But she didn’t kill for
money or for any evil purposes. She did that for her children. So her motive is dif-
ferent.

You're right in saying that. but that’s two lives, you know.

Yes. but is it possible for her to be sentenced and then put on probation. It will be
good for her children.

Now, I will hear the jury’s opinion. We'll be back in ten minutes.



