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* Introduction %

Alexis de Tocqueville began his great work Democ-
racy in America with a discourse on childhood. If we are
to understand the prejudices, the habits and the pas-
sions that will rule a man'’s life, Tocqueville said, we must
watch the baby in his mother’s arms; we must see the
first images that the world casts upon the mirror of his
mind; we must hear the first words that awaken his sleeping
powers of thought. “The entire man,” he wrote, "is, so to
speak, to be seen in the cradle of the child.”

That is why these books on the childhoods of the
American presidents are so much to the point. And, as
our history shows, a great variety of childhoods can lead
to the White House. The record confirms the ancient ad-
age that every American boy, no matter how unpromis-
ing his beginnings, can aspire to the presidency. Soon,
one hopes, the adage will be extended to include every
American girl.

All our presidents thus far have been white males who,
within the limits of their gender, reflect the diversity of
American life, They were born in nineteen of our states;
eight of the last thirteen presidents were born west of the
Mississippi. Of all our presidents, Abraham Lincoln had the
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least promising childhood, yet he became our greatest
president. Oddly enough,presidents who are children of
privilege sometimes feel an obligation to reform society in
order to give children of poverty a better break. And,
with Lincoln the great exception, presidents who are chil-
dren of poverty sometimes feel that there is no need to
reform a society that has enabled them to rise from pri-
vation to the summit.

Does schooling make a difference? Harry S. Truman,
the only twentieth-century president never to attend
college, is generally accounted a near-great president.
Actually nine— more than one fifth—of our presidents
never went to college at all, including such luminaries as
George Washington, Andrew Jackson and Grover
Cleveland. But, Truman aside,all the non-college men held
the highest office before the twentieth century, and, given
the increasing complexity of life, a college education will
unquestionably be a necessity in the twenty-first century.

Every reader of this book, girls included, has a right
to aspire to the presidency. As you survey the childhoods
of those who made it, try to figure out the qualities that
brought them to the White House. I would suggest that
among those qualities are ambition, determination,
discipline, education— and luck.

—ARTHUR M. SCHLESINGER, JR.
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Times that Try

Men’s Souls
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The Third Virginia Regiment limped south through New
Jersey along with some 3,000 other troops in the
Continental army. The Continental soldiers, under the lead-
ership of General George Washington, had recently been
chased from New York by the British. It was December
1776 — just six months after the Continental Congress
adopted the Declaration of Independence in Philadelphia.
Now, with Washington’s troops in full retreat, it appeared
that the colonists'dream of independence from Great
Britain would soon end.
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Emauel Leutze’'s Washington Crossing the Delaware is one
of the most famous images of the American Revolution,but
many of its details are historically inaccurate. Among them:the
inclusion of James Monroe,the officer holding the flag.Monroe
actually crossed the Delaware River the day before the main
body of Wshington’s troops.
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Still, fighting spirit remained high in the ranks of the
Third Virginia. Unlike many of the other regiments that
made up the Continental army, the Third Virginia had
been together for nearly a year. The Third Virginia was a
rifle regiment, and its members prided themselves on their
keen eyes and ability to hit their targets. The 600 sol-
diers of the Third Virginia had fought valiantly in the Battle
of New York, meeting a force of 1,500 redcoats — as
British soldiers were called—head-on in an area between
the Harlem and Hudson Rivers known as Harlem Heights.
Although greatly outnumbered, the Virginians had held
their ground until reinforcements arrived and drove the
British off. Harlem Heights was one of the few skirmishes
won by the colonists in the Battle of New York. It proved
that Americans could outfight the British on the field of
battle.

1776
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Many American units of the Revolutionary War, including James
Mgnroe's Third Virginia Regiment,weren’t nearly as well oufitted
as this Continental soldier.But,as the British would discover,
the ragtag Americans were a determined foe.
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% #nd yet, there was no question that the Continental

ad ’brﬁﬁy had failed to live up to Washington’s expectations.
Other American regiments had run from the fight, much
to the general’s dismay. From New York, Washington split
his troops, sending some north to halt the British advance
into upstate New York while taking others south with him
to throw a blockade in front of the redcoats in New Jersey.

But Washington'’s troops had failed to stop the Brit-
ish in New Jersey. Now, the Continental army was in re-
treat again, heading further south and then across the
Delaware River to make camp in Pennsylvania. One of
the soldiers trudging south with the Third Virginia Regi-
ment was a young lieutenant named James Monroe. Al-
though he had just turned 18, James was a valued leader
in the regiment. He'd acted bravely at Harlem Heights,
helping hold the regiment together after two officers,
Major Andrew Leitch and Colonel Thomas Knowlton, had
been killed in battle.

James Monroe later wrote about that march into
Pennsylvania. In particular, he revealed how he contin-
ued to be inspired by the gallant figure of George Wash-
ington leading the ragtag yet brave Continental army:
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I saw him in my earliest youth in the retreat through
Jersey at the head of a small band, or rather, in its rear,
for he was always near the enemy, and his countenance
and manner made an impression on me which time can
never efface. A lieutenant then in the Third Virginia
Regiment, I happened to be on guard at Newark, and I
counted the force under his immediate command by
platoons as it passed me, which amounted to less than
3,000 men. A deportment so firm, so dignified, so
exalted, but yet so modest and composed, I have never

seen in any other person.

Camped along the Delaware River, the Third Virginia
Regiment was hardly in a condition to fight again. Since
skirmishing with the British in New Jersey, some 400 mem-
bers of the regiment had been wounded or fallen ill in the
icy winter conditions. Of the 17 officers in the Third Virginii,
just 5 of them, including Lieutenant Monroe, we;g‘fo e
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* X

8 * x *




xXx

%k%ﬂ%&mﬂ%ﬁ&&%&ﬂ%*%%#%aﬁsﬁg
Bt 3R ALE F 137 5 @ 1 6 /5 R %iﬁkﬂbMA%ﬁ*iE?
&, ARG IZLEE, BAHRGEE S ARBIEH
A Mt F AR LA RE T T RTERGP R, HIT&R
bt RT % = B bt A, ARIAE) A 4K B R 2
Grakel, LB ARG B R EASL, RECT AL ﬁé:#:%é']*
3 000 A, MREBE, SAHE, B RidERR, 7T
EHR, IHARRABAETEMAY LAY AZ|E
4.

“A deportment so firm,so dignified,so exalted,but yet so modest
and composed,| have never seen in any other person,”James
Monroe would recall of his fellow Virginian George Washington
during the Continental army’s retreat through New Jersey in
1776.
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