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PREFACE

— B

As the old Taiyuan has gone away, the city has seen great developments with each passing day, which have cleaned up the city with a
powerful momentum and turned it into a new modern industrial one.

Populations of Taiyuan registered only more than 70,000 in 1933 and 210,000 in 1949. Now, Taiyuan has grown into a big city with a
population of 3000,000.

Born and growing up here in Taiyuan, I have a vivid impression of my childhood. Although not witnessing the raging storms in 1940s, yet
Mu Xiang's novel The Autumn of Jinyang enabled me to know, for the first time, the city where 1 was living, Qiaotou Street, Haizibian as well as
the large-scale national war of resistance against aggression. Later on, [ began to understand the Boxers Movement in 1990, the church case in
Taiyuan, the Revolution of 1911, the mansion for the provincial military governor, the Eastern Garden and so on.

History of Taiyuan in modern times is an abbreviation of Chinese modern history as well as a true portrayal of the modern urban
industrialization of China. The local people have always talked about Yan Xishan's existence philosophy, the industries in Northwestern China
as well as the narrow-gauge railway, arsenals, arms, guns, bullets and industrial facilities in Shanxi. At the most critical moment of life and death
for the Chinese nation, the Kuomintang (KMT) and the Communist Party of China (CPC) joined their forces to establish a widespread united
front. Young people came to streets, singing national salvation songs and large convergence and review of anti-Japanese forces took place to
resist invasion and save the nation. Taiyuan became the prominent forward position to resist against Japan and defend Taiyuan, defend North
China and defend the whole country. The great victory of Ping Xing Guan Campaign encouraged the confidence of anti-Japanese armies and
people, while the fierce battles waged by the brave fighters at Qin Kou Campaign even startled the universe and moved the God, reflecting the
heroic spirit of the Chinese nation to resist against Japanese invasion and becoming an eternal pride.

After the magnificent historic course, what have remained in my childhood impression are the lives in small streets and lanes. In 1950s, I
frequently saw the camel transport teams passing through the streets and the tinkle of bells was left in my memory forever, which sounds so far
away and so kind. The siren from Jinsheng Textile Plant always blew on time, while the mules and horses at coach inns, the high walls and big
compounds in the Temple of Heaven and Earth, the rockery and serene path in the mansions for officials and merchants and the crowded
celebrating people at temple fairs in January 15 of the lunar year are unforgettable forever.

At that time, the buses within the city areas were painted red and white, with their heads protruding. There were less buses but more
rickshaws in the streets. Sometimes, I came out with grown-ups by rickshaw and always had a feeling of being thrown back out when the
rickshaw was raised up.

When taking trains, I had to pass through the open passage at the connections and was most afraid of falling down from there albeit there
were railings on both sides.

There was a free market behind Kajhua Temple and row upon row of small streets and lanes were crowded with people jostling each
other. Storytellers in the teahouses always had listeners and there were often big crowds at gate of the acrobatic troupes, with attractive music
played with western drums and bugles over there. Acrobatic performances at the theatre in Jiangyuan Lane (Taishan Temple) were breathtaking
and unforgettable. Taiyuan Cinema in Dashui Lane played second-level movies in most times, but I loved the place most when [ was a child.
That cinema offered cheapest tickets.

There was a lot of frequent wares in the streets such as "steamed dumpling", "five cents for a braid or fried dough twist", "chopped entrails
of sheep” and "bean cakes". The sounds of tuning forks plucked by hairdressers traveled far away, while peddlers walked through streets and
lanes with their small drums rattling in hands. In the early morning and evening, stalls along the Willow Lane attracted people with fermented
glutinous rice and eggs cooked by small pots and stoves and bellows. In my childhood memory, meals cooked by others were always better and
even their smell were more delicious than that by my own family. Even a pancake and a bowl of meatball soup were captivating.

Special and local foods in Taiyuan were well-known, for example chopped entrails created by Fu Shan and made by "Qing He Yuan"
restaurant, the dumplings made by "Ren Yi Li" restaurant, the braised pork seasoned with soy sauce made by "Liu Wen Zhai" restaurant and the
pastry made by "Lao Xiang Village". Anyhow, I did never tasted the flavors of those foods except the sweet dumplings made of glutinous rice
flours offered at "Rat Hole" restaurant that really left an impression of delicious flavor in my mind. The vinegar produced by "Yu Yuan Qing" plant
was a necessity on the dining table and even the small lanes were heavy with a vinegar flavor.

In day times, the Willow Lane and Bell Tower Street were always crowded and children were always playing around the first floor windows
of Taiyuan Hotel. Full-size pictures of the stars were always displayed in the showcase of Kai Ming Photo Studio. In the front doors of Peace
Theatre and Shan Da Theatre, there was always a lot of playbills, but I did not like the leisurely-developed local operas when I was a little child,
albeit I could not forget the local accent when I grown up.

Small streets and lanes were the best places for children playing cat and mouse, for example Ren Ren Lane, Wu Guai Lane, Tiandi Lane, Da
Shui Lane, Scissors Lane, Beisi Street, Cha Yuan Hou Street, Xijia Lane, Buddhist Nunnery, Mao Er Lane, Bell Tower Street, Lou Er Di, Tian Ping
Lane, Xi Yang Shi------ and some of them have been gone forever. The broken city walls have become a remote past.

The best scenic spot in Taiyuan is Jinci Temple, where fresh and cool waters came out slowly from the springs and flew through villages
into thousand hectares of fertile farmland, resulting in the famous Jinci rice. The magnificent irony men cast in Song Dynasty, the delicate
fishpond and carved beams, the majestic Hall of the Virgin Mary and the beautiful maidservants molded in Song Dynasty left excellent reveries.

Large compounds and high walls were typical for resendential houses. Anyhow, the residential houses in the middle areas of Shanxi
Province, such as Qi County, Taigu, Pingyao, Jiexiu and Lingshi were even more unique, where a great number of local rich merchants lived. By
the ned of 1980s, the film "Big Red Laterns Hanging High" made the big compound of Qiao’s family well-known to the world. Taigu County was
the home town for Kong Xiangxi and the Cao’s family in Sanduo Hall was famous as millionaires. As one of the world cultural heritages, the
ancient city of Pingyao enjoyed a good reputation all over the world for its "Ri Zhong Chang" Exchange Shop. The coloured glaze and merchants
in Jiexiu and Wang’s compound in Lingshi differentiated them from others, which have also been recognized in the world and a lot of tourists and
specialists have paid visits to these places.

Although the glorious operas played in Taiyuan in modern times have droppped down their cutains after the applauses, yet the framed
twinklings have been reserved and memorized permanently, encouraging the later generations to create a more beautiful future.
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A bird's-eye view of the entire city




ANCIENT CITY OF TAIYUAN
—— -

Called as Jinyang in ancient times, Taiyuan was first constructed by Dong Anyu, a family official for Zhao Jianzi, minister for Jin State, in the
fifth centuty B.C., with its site located in the areas near Gu Cheng Ying Villiage in southern suburb of today’s Taiyuan. After Emperor Qin Shi
Huang united the whole nation, Taiyuan Prefecture was set up in that place. In 106 B.C. (the fifth year of Yuanfeng in Han Dunasty), a governor
was appointed to the place called as Bingzhou Prefecture. Later, the city was expanded in the dynasties of Xi Jin, Bei Qi, Bei Zhou and Shui and
came to its period of great properity in Tang Dynasty, when it was called as "Northern Capital". Across either side of Fenhe River and consisting
of three dsitricts connected by battlements, Taiyuan had a perimeter of 21 kilometers with 24 city gates around. Magnificant and splendent,
Taiyuan occupied a key position politically, militarily and geographically. In 979 A.D. (the fourth year of Taiping Xingguo in North Song Dynasty),
Zhao Guangyi, i.e. Emperor Taizong overthrew North Han Dynasty and gave orders to destroy Taiyuan by fire and waterlogging, becuase he
regarded Taiyuan as the "dragons city" due to the fact that a few of former emperors came from Jinyang since Bei Qi Dynasty. Thus, the ancient
city of Jinyang was wiped out in a day after its existance of about fifteen centuries.

In 982 A.D. (the seventh year of Taiping Xingguo in North Song Dynasty), Pan Mei, the genral commander in San Jiao areas built up the
prefectural city in Tang Ming Town (near West Yangshi Street of today’s Taiyuan) to the east bank of Fenhe River. Up to today’s Xinjian Road in
its west, to Xiaohe Street in its north, to Qifeng Street in its southeast and to Jingying Street in its northeast, this newly-built city was 5 kilometers
long in circumference, with four city gates. In order to nail up the "dragon veins", all the streets inside the city were T-shaped, which has become
one of the major features for Taiyuan.

In 1376 (the nineth year of Hongwu in Ming Dynasty), Xie Cheng, i.e. Marquis Yongping, expanded the city circumference into 12 kilometers,
with bricked walls of about 11.6 meters high, a moat of 10 meters deep and 8 city gates, reinforcing Taiyuan as one of the nine critical boader
towns. Outside each of the 8 city gates there were small towns, with towers over the city gates and watchtowers at the corners of city walls. The
prefectural city was located in the north of today’s Yingze Street, the south of Chengbei Street, the west of Jianshe Road and the east of Xinjian

Road, forming the fundamental pattern for Taiyuan today.
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A corner outside the city
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A bird's-eye view of the entire city
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A full view of the Provincial city

A full view of the provincial city
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A corner of residential areas
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A vertical view inside the city
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A vertical view inside the city
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A corner inside the city

KZRIT (HHETD) e
Tower over Da Dong Men (Yi Qing Men)
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Outside Shou Yi Men (Cheng En Men and Xin Nan Men)
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A distant view of the tower over Shui
Xi Men (Zhen Wu Men)

KFa 115Gy

Xiqi Road outside Da Nan Men 19
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ANAETT (BERRTT]) k%
Tower over Xiao Bei Men

(Gong Ji Men)
12

Kl GOEE]) k%
Tower over Da Nan Men
(Ying Ze Men)
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Northeast watchtower

KAETT (BGET]) k%
. Tower over Da Bei Men (Zhen Yuan Men)
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Southwest watchtower
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Southeast watchtower

AL f ik

Northwest watchtower
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Scene of Wen Ying Lake
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Drum tower



