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Is Bush playing mind games
with Saddam?

n China 2,500 years ago, the strategist Sun Tzu wrote
the Art of War in which he laid down principles that
have withstood the tests of time and are surely
pertinent today as President George W. Bush contemplates

an attack on Iraq.

Sun Tzu said:“To fight and conquer in all your battles is not
the supreme excellence; the supreme excellence consists of

breaking the enemy’s resistance without fighting.”

Sun Tzu said the highest form of leadership was to baulk
the enemy’s plans; the next best was to isolate him from his
allies; and the next was to attack the enemy’s army in the
field. The worst tactic, and one relevant to a US assault on

Iraq, would be to besiege a walled city.

Baghdad is not like a walled city in ancient China, but the

cost in blood and treasure of laying siege to it, the most
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Is Bush playing mind games with Saddam?

likely consequence of a US invasion of Iraq, could be disas-
trous if Sun Tzu is right. Therefore, the Chinese strategist
concluded: “The skilful leader subdues the enemy’s troops
without fighting; he captures their cities without laying siege
to them; he overthrows their kingdom without lengthy opera-
tions in the field.”

All of which leads to an intriguing question: is George Bush
really planning to go to war with Saddam Hussein, or is
everything seen in recent months part of an elaborate strate-
gy of psychological warfare intended to defeat him without
firing a shot? Put another way, is Mr Bush cleverer than his

critics give him credit for?

Consider the twists and turns of Mr Bush’s maneuvers and
how they might have played inside Mr Hussein’s head. First,
the president says he has the legal authority to attack Iraq,
then decides he needs the political support of Congress.
First, he suggests the US will go it alone, then chooses to

get backing from the United Nations.

Among the shifting objectives of the campaign against Mr
Hussein have been “regime change”, which means he has to

go; disarmament, or stripping Iraq of nuclear, chemical, and
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biological weapons of mass destruction; or democracy and
nation-building, with a seven-year occupation and a US pro-
consul like that in Japan with General Douglas MacArthur
after World War 1II.

The leakage of operational plans for a war against Iraq has
been a veritable torrent—and could only have happened if
the leaks were deliberate. Similarly, the CIA has just pub-
lished a detailed report, completed with maps and satellite or
aerial photographs, of Mr Hussein’s nuclear, missile, chemi-
cal and biological sites, all intended to show him that the
US knows what he has got and where it is. Several units for
control operations have been ordered to the Persian Gulf
amid considerable fanfare; usually this is done quietly. At
the same time, the number of reservists on active duty has
been steadily declining, from 81,740 in May to 59,000 last
week. Preparing for war means mobilizing reservists, not

sending them home.

Mr Bush himself has been a leading warrior in the psycho-
logical operations, especially with his doctrine of pre-
emptive strikes. While the doctrine has been around since
Washington crossed the Delaware to slaughter Hessian mer-

cenaries in the American Revolution, Mr Bush has played it
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