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Passage 1

Passage 1

Throughout history man has changed his physical environment in order to improve his
way of life.

With the tools of technology he has altered many physical features of the earth. He has
transformed woodland into farmland, and made lakes and reservoirs out of rivers for irrigation
purposes or hydroelectric power. Man has also modified the face of the earth by draining
marshes and cutting through mountains to build roads and railways.

However, man’s changes to the physical environment have not always had beneficial
results. Today, pollution of the air and water is an increasing danger to the health of the
planet. Each day thousands of tons of gases come out of the exhausts of motor vehicles ;
smoke from factories pollutes the air of industrialized areas and the surrounding areas of
countryside. The air in cities is becoming increasingly unhealthy.

The pollution of water is equally harmful. In the sea, pollution from oil is increasing
and is killing enormous numbers of algae (7K 3 ), fish and birds. The whole ecological
balance of the sea is being changed. The same problem exists in rivers. Industrial wastes
have already made many rivers lifeless.

Conservationists believe that it is now necessary for man to limit the growth of
technology in order to survive on earth.

1. Man has changed his physical environment with a view to
A. improving his surroundings
B. bettering his way of life
C. modifying the face of the planet
D. altering the physical features of the earth
2. According to the author, pollution of the air and water is caused by
A. industrial wastes discharged into rivers
B. the increasing amount of oil that has been produced
C. the changes of the environment that modern technology has brought
D. thousands of tons oi’ gases coming out of the exhausts of motor vehicles
3. The ecological balance of the sea is lost when
A. the ecological balance of the rivers is lost

1
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B. the production of marine petroleum is increased
C. large numbers of algae, fish and birds are killed
D. people consume more fish than they used to
would most probably disagree with conservationists.
A. Ecologists
B. Environmentalists
C. Politicians
D. Industrialists

5. The purpose of the author is

A. to call attention to the protection of the natural environment
to warn people not to change the natural environment
to improve man’s way of life

Sow

to reduce modern technology
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== Passage 2

A new kind of radar has been developed for space-age travelers. A working laboratory
model of a new system of radar that makes use of a beam of light is said to be ten thousand
times more accurate than the best comparable system of radar that uses microwaves.

The model has shown that this radar system (known as laser-doppler radar) can measure
with absolute precision speeds varying from spaceship orbital injection velocities () of
five miles per second down to virtual stops—speeds of less than one ten thousandth of an inch
per second. According to the scientists who are developing this system, such fine measures of
velocity are of prime importance in space missions. In a rendezvous (££4-H) between two
spaceships, or in a landing approach by a vehicle onto an orbiting space station, a bump
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could rip open a ship’s skin, or a nudge { ¥ f#) could knock the station out of its orbit.
The light-beam radar, which operates at a frequency of trillions of cycles per second,

could easily detect and measure the movement of a vehicle edging up to a satellite space

station even at a small fraction of an inch per second. A control system using so precise a

signal as this would allow a huge vehicle to dock at a space station as lightly as a feather.

1. Laser-doppler radar makes use of
A. light
B. sound waves
C. microwaves
D. electricity
2. This radar system is significant because it
A. will work on the earth’s surface as well as in space
B. is easier to operate than microwave radar
C. is more precise than microwave radar
D. is the first radar system to work in space
3. From the passage we can infer that | but we can’t find it in the text.
A. Laser-doppler radar is more accurate than microwave radar
B. The light-beam radar can measure only slow speeds with absolute accuracy
C. Microwave radar operates at a higher frequency than Laser-doppler radar
D. Microwave radar does not insure absolute precision in measuring varying speeds
4. This laser-doppler radar will be especially valuable in space because of the following
statements EXCEPT
A. accurate measurements are essential in space
B. inaccuracies in measurement could cause accidents in space
C. microwave radar cannot serve for the space any longer
D. precise measurements might avoid ripping open a ship’s skin
5. The best title for this passage might be .
A. Space Stations
B. Radar for the Space Age
C. Problems in Space Navigation
D. The Function of Radar
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- Passage 3

A fair number of young people in my country do in fact spend at least a year abroad. In
most cases they go for study in their special subjects or to learn and get more practice in the
language of that country because they need this in their future jobs and you can’t speak a
foreign language really well without having lived in the country where it’s spoken. Others go
to work there, either as part of their training ( hotel employees are an example) or because
they can get better pay.

A lot of people are satisfied with just learning or working. They go to classes or eamn
money and that’s enough. They get to know very little about the country itself: its interesting
places, its scenery and its history, what sort of ideas the people have and how they live. If I
were abroad, I'd travel around the country as much as I could and try to get to know as many
people as possible, not only to practise the language but to have discussions with and I’d hope
to make some real friends.

It’s a good thing to spend some time seeing your own country from the outside : it helps
you get a sense of proportion and become more tolerant and less narrow-minded. Sometimes
living at home is like being in a small room with only a window to look at the world through,
and going to another country is like opening the door and stepping out.

1. Most people in my country go abroad in order to
A. be independent
B. study or work
C. enjoy the interesting places
D. make friends with local people
2. According to the author, it’s very helpful to study a language well to
A. practise enough
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B. read a lot
C. have chance to live in the particular country
D. know the history of that country

3. The author thinks that traveling abroad can help you

A. broaden your knowledge in many aspects
B. learn all the languages in the world

C. get richer

D. get away from your boring work

4. We can infer from the passage EXCEPT .

A. the author is in his own country when writing this passage
B. when working abroad some people may earn more money

C. many professions need special training abroad

D. one can’t leamn a foreign language well without going abroad

5. This passage is mainly about

A. the best way to learn a skill

B. the way to know your own country

C. the value of spending a year or two in a foreign country
D. a good thing to spend your time
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" Passage 4

After the violent earthquake that shook Los Angeles in 1994, earthquake scientists had

good news to report: The damage and death foll ( FET- A¥() could have been much worse.

More than 60 people died in this earthquake. By comparison, an earthquake of similar

intensity that shook America in 1988 claimed 25,000 victims.

Injuries and deaths were relatively less in Los Angeles because the quake occurred at



Passage 4

4:31 a. m. on a holiday, when traffic was light on the city’s highways. In addition, changes
made to the construction codes in Los Angeles during the last 20 years have strengthened the
city’s buildings and highways, making them more resistant to quakes.

Despite the good news, civil engineers aren’t resting on their successes. Pinned to their
drawing boards are blueprints ( §5 &) for improved quake-resistant buildings. The new
designs should offer even greater security to cities where earthquakes often take place.

In the past, making structures quake-resistant meant firm yet flexible materials, such as
steel and wood, that bend without breaking. Later, people tried to lift a building off its
foundation, and insert rubber and steel between the building and its foundation to reduce the
impact of ground vibrations. The most recent designs give buildings brains as well as concrete
and steel supports. Called smart buildings, the structures respond like living organisms to an
earthquake’s vibrations. When the ground shakes and the building tips forward, the computer
would force the building to shift in the opposite direction.

The new smart structures could be very expensive to build. However, they would save

many lives and would be less likely to be damaged during earthquakes.

1. One reason why the loss of lives in the Los Angeles earthquake was comparatively low is
that
A. new computers had been installed in the buildings
B. it occurred in the residential areas rather than on the highways
C. large numbers of Los Angeles residents had gone for a holiday
D. improvements had been made in the construction of buildings and highways
2. The function of the computer mentioned in the passage is to
A. counterbalance an earthquake’s action on the building
B. predict the coming of an earthquake with accuracy
C. help strengthen the foundation of the building
D. measure the impact of an earthquake’s vibrations
3. The smart buildings discussed in the passage
A. would cause serious financial problems
B. would be worthwhile though costly
C. would increase the complexity of architectural design
D. can reduce the ground vibrations caused by earthquakes
4. It can be inferred from the passage that in minimizing the damage caused by earthquakes ,
attention should be focused on
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the increasing use of rubber and steel in capital construction
the development of flexible building materials

the reduction of the impact of ground vibrations

o0w»

early forecasts of earthquakes

. The author’s main purpose in writing the passage is to

A. compare the consequences of the earthquakes that occurred in the U. S.

B. encourage civil engineers to make more extensive use of computers

C. outline the history of the development of quake-resistant building materials
D

. report new developments in constructing quake-resistant buildings
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