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Lesson One

Text A

Harnessing the Power of Words

A teacher recalls her rookie year when she

learned that kids’words can change worlds .

In 1986, my first teaching experience took me to a small Catholic
school in a poor section of North Philadelphia.

Thére, poverty surrounded people like a heavy smog.

Tragedy, sickness, illiteracy, and bad luck were as common and
real to my students as the empty beer cans littered their streets.

Accustomed to their depressing environment, my students non-
chalantly kicked away bad days and beer cans. They brushed off daily
injustices.

Tyrone was different.

Like the others, it was obvious he was from a home stricken by
poverty. He often came to school wearing the same clothes every day
of the week.

But, unlike the others, his poverty — stricken life filled him with
hate. In his mind, he was fated to spend his lifetime in an employment
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line like his father, and he didn’t like it.

It filled him with a silent rage.

As a new English teacher full of energy and hope, I promised Ty-
rone that reading and writing could transport him to a different
“world.” It was obvious he didn’t like the one he was in.

I offered him a variety of worlds through reading. He was skepti-
cal at first, but he trusted me. I presented him with the riches of liter-
ary classics. After a small taste, he politely let me know that they
were dull and he wasn’t interested. I was crushed.

But I didn’t give up hope. I guessed maybe he didn’t like my lit-
erary choices because they weren’ t relevant to his life experiences.
Anxious to instill in mine love of literature, I went back to my drawing
board. ’

From my own personal library, 1 grabbed entire collections of
books by James Baldwin, and Paul Laurence Dunbar. Reluctantly,
Tyrone read them, and raised one eyebrow.

“These books are a little better,” he said. “But books ain’t for
me because they ain’t about real times. None of this literature stuff is
for me. You don’t know how I live. You don’t know what’s life.”

Fed up, I said, “Well, why don’t you tell me! If you think your
face more in justices than what these men have experienced, write
about them. Tell the world your feelings. Let it out.”

1 wasn’t sure what I was doing. It was one of those teaching mo-
ments that [ could never tell my principal. It was one of those mo-
ments that you never face as a student teacher.

I was determined to get this troubled teen to love reading and
writing.

After that day, Tyrone was absent for a week. When he re-
turned, he sat silently in class as usual. After class, he remained at his
desk for a while, then he approached me.
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I asked how he was doing. With a smile, he dropped a handful of

tattered papers on my desk. I picked them up and read them.

I was thrilled with the effort but shocked with the content.

Tyrone’ s collection of essays and poems illustrated the anguish
and turmoil he had experienced in just 12 short years. His poems and
essays were laced with immoral images and rude similes.

No matter. His work was as honest as a newborn and as solernn as
death.

Anxious to show the world his talent, Tyrone wanted to publish
his creative works.

Tyrone and I decided to submit his writing to various magazines,
some of which published his work.

Ten years passed. Tyrone’s an adult now. He enjoys reading and
makes his living as a writer.

From my work with Tyrone, I learned a lesson that’s stuck with
me since: Young people write words loud enough to move mountains,
part seas, and change worlds.

I’ m still not sure if the world is ready.

From Time, Feb.1998
New Words

harness [hamis] w. &R, fIA (K, B4G%) 430
rookie [ruki] n. FF

section [sek| (2) n] n. ¥4y, BEH, 34, ¥, W, X
surround [soraund] vz. fLE, HIFE . FLE

smog [smog] ». A%

tragedy [‘traedzidi] ». 3EE, BE, ¥, ¥

illiteracy [ilitorsi] n. XH

can [ken, keen] n. fEL, i

litter [lita] or. L%, AL ». HE




depressing [ dipresin] adj. MEK, BHILH, TEH
nonchalantly [nonfslentli] adv. AR H, Bk
injustice [indzastis] n. AAF, FiFE L.

obvious [obviss] adj. BB K, BEMH LK
poverty — stricken adj. HRFFEMK, EHAFH

fate n. KXY, A8, BX  w. HE, %A

skeptical ( =sceptical) ['skeptik (o)1 ] adj. hEEHERY, FIHRER
classics [ 'kleesiks] n. [pl.] &ME, BF

crush [kraf] o, FEWE, BREE, EMR, EH, BF, () B
relevant [ relivent] adj. B XK, HMAY

instill [instill] ve. 1818 b3 4

grab [greb] v. #8035, @, FW

reluctantly [ rilaktontli] adv. NIEEH#, BT

stuff [staf] n. JHE, B08L, ZMBTH

essay [esei] n. WL, /NRSC, BEE, &30, ¥R
principal ['prinsop(a)l ] adj. EE M, HEH

approach [oproutf] v. i, BIFAL B

tattered ['teetod] adj. BIEHY, MK

shock [Jok] »¢. fHi/&3h, ik, BB

illustrate ['ilostreit] »z . 25F LB, B, MBEER T, HWH
anguish [‘zengwif] ». BT, &

tarmoil ['tamoil] »n . BE3h, BHEL

immoral [imor(a)l] adj. NEBER, BER, HHH
simile ['simili] ». [#B&] B, BIwAE1E A%
solemn ['solom] adj. ), BEK, ™R

anxious ['=pkfes] adj. WAK, HIEK, BEK, BEK
stick [stik] (stuck, stuck) v. ¥54E, K iE

part [pait] wt. 43, B, HE

Phrases

accustomed to X F
brush off % il 3
fill with JE37%
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a variety of T #, M EZFEN

give up 3, ik T

instill in (into) & i # %

fed up (Xf----) WHARE

be determined to T PL.LE - oo

be laced with I &, FeHE

submit to 5%, £i%; BRFT, B2, WA

Proper Names

Catholic n. RE#H#E adj. KEHK

North Philadelphia 1t 3% 3%

Tyrone & (A%)

James Baldwin #1788 (EEBADMRE, BER)
Paul Laurence Dunbar X2 (EE B AEXK)

Notes To The Text

1. accustomed to 23T £ 1A 5] & AIRA, # F R i 2 U 9
I FIEIESANIERB N T RBOER . EARRP AU AL
%, t: Fed up, I said-- .

&b, Anxious to instill in him -+ J& 25 17 8 & 78 1) L 2 R 1E Y
YEA . S2BR b anxious Z R4 T beingo

2. - I went back to my drawing board .-+ BHEE, (Hai#&
BRM) EFAMH, -OHER

3. ain’t JEIF X = am not, are not, has not, have not. ain’t 7&
FRERENRARAN, HXLEERBEREERE, EHFMR
ZHEWAFEAMES D, XEL—-NELAE. .

Ain’t I qualified?

I ain’t got any more cigarettes.

Don’t talk to me like that

you ain’t my boss.




Grammar

e (1)

1. 2ENEIER

SR FEEER T ETHHEERE, RESCRIES, HE
LAZE see, hear, find, notice, feel, keep, get, have Z3hiA)5, 5—4
AR AWRE S EE, SAHYRENRE, fln:

Don’t you see him coming towards us?

fhEmEAIER, KREHEFRG?

She suddenly heard someone knocking at the door .

AR BH AT

He sat at his desk and watched others doing the work for him .

R EEFSHEBERENAZMTE,

When I entered the room, I found him reading something aloud .

RERM, REMAKRFEEH 4

He was glad to see his son well taken care of in the day — care
center . )

fib 785 2% 3 F Bth JLF 7€ H 6 35 32 BIR 57 04 BB Ja

You should keep her informed of what is going on here .

© WRRE Lkt S X B R A R .
He was surprised to find his room thoroughly cleaned and every-

thing arranged in good order .

R E R A EBBRITAT , —HRHERIIAE K,

LEESD B R EHESH, REFHERAPHEEERNE
H, REEMENZEN FEWME, Fl:
The hall was found thoroughly cleaned and everything arranged
in good order .
MIRBALERIIRITHT , — BN A%,
. 6 .



The children were heard singing the song .
AATBEFIIERE XK,

The news was made known at last .

XA HBREFE A TR

We were kept waiting for more than three hours .

ERATE T =D Z/0

TE see, hear, feel, watch, notice %5318 J5 B 7] B3 30 4% 417 . 7]
AW o IARENX, FEEIE, WELEBRX EEEH . BAE5
s, SMEIEEH#HITMARZS, MAERXNMKRR, SER TR
REZ AT I

* She saw the man getting on the truck .

E R ANERE ER,

* She saw the man get on the truck and drive off .
E RN LEREHFLEFET -

—Do you hear someone knocking at the door?
—Yes, I hear him knock three times.

—H NTERTARYT T 57
—&W, R RMAEHET=T,

2. DRNETRES
MAZEXAME, 2AdA s SMESEL, LFE write H 6,
HutSFESH TIEK:

FahE #HaE K
— writing being written
TR having written having been written

1) SRR
RES AR X EZRERIES, KX 301E, £iFiE

« 7 .




A RR N MEZ AT R4, Bl

Having done his homework , the boy began to watch TV.

XN B lE, FHEENR.

(Having done his homework & 4 7E began to watch TV ZHij, )

Having watered the vegetables , the farmer took a short rest.

BT, RURRKBET —2 )L,

(Having watered &4 7E took a short rest Z &ffo )

Not having done it right, he tried again.

b B A X, AT — o

(having done &4 #E tried again Z Rilo )

2) #EA

BZEES ARSI, ARSI BIE, ﬁﬁﬂ%n‘ﬁ/\lﬂ
EEEEEE, REXHESEEN RN E, RN X4, filn.

The bridge being built there will be one of the longest in China.

EFERE RS P AR AT, BRPEBRRKEKHEZ—.

(being built FRIEFEFHITHIBNE, EEE, )

_This is one of the experiments being carried in our laboratory.

XERMNEREFREEHTHERZ —

(being carried on /R IEEFITHIBIIE, FEEIE. )

Being surrounded , the enemy were forced to put down their

guns.

HABBET, AR TTRH#F.

(being surrounded & IEEFHITHNE, ERIE. )

He found the topic being discussed everywhere.

ftb, & B B AL HRAE 83X A R

(being discussed 5 found FIBt &4, (EREHRIE, )

3) REBEA

AR A M SE BB R, RUERA S, W HRR XA
e, EIBENARNBRNNEZ AT RE. XFIEXEHERE.
#ian .
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Having been given such a good chance , how could she give it up?
BERB X — LS, WE ARBIFR?
Having been told that some guests were coming, she shopped all

morning in that supermarket.

WA FENER, BN L FRERZET Y.
HER (1)

A IRANSMESHEL, REERS2EME. HU31E do
B, FIEWTE

FHEX #ahE X
— k=X doing being done
5% 1 = having done having been done

1. —=

3% 18 B — M BT R R B4, 8K 51818 B i BT KR i B £E
A&, SRR ESNRIR R MEEZ G K4 Bl

Children enjoy reading picture — story books .

EZFNIERE /MNP (enjoy 5 reading [F )

He only took interest in buying a second hand — computer .

fib 23 K IH B AL . (buying 7E took interest Z /5 )

2. SEMI
AR R EE, BE LKA REDNFENIEZ
ﬁﬁo Wjﬁﬂ:

He was praised for having made such a contribution to his com-
munity.

b B %o A XA M SRR R H TERR T 2 B 245 o

I apologize for not having kept my promise .

REAGREABRE, HAREAETES .




. I regret having told her the news.

REMERMHBERT .

EAEFELEFFEREXLLFL T U AL RN —BKX, R
RERA, REHZAMSIMEREERIEHRZAT. #lm:

I don’t remember ever seeing the car anywhere .

RICAEREM 24077 Rt XWHE,

" Thank you for giving us so much help .

WBIRS TRX A ZHE,

On returning home, she found her father had been sent to hospi-

tal.

BB, % PR % B B

3. ®WEDER

Uz 2R TR, RISZEAMERXTRE, S8 HE—K
BRI, Him. :

He did all this without being asked by anyone .

BAEMABERM XM, BHbLEBMmT .

He insisted on being treated as an ordinary employee .

fib SR FE 8 B B L E R RN

She didn’t mind being left alone at home .

WMAEFEB— ANBERE,

He still remember being taken to Hong Kong when he was a little
boy .

i3 248 AR /D B B B B E

After having been interviewed, he was offered the job.

HiX)E, EE T IME T
hEAMEREIEF

&R YUY ERARL TN FEEREN, Tx3080 2
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