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hangmakan site is located in Xilong village, Anji
S County in Zhejiang Province. The site is the most
important cultural site in the archaeological discoveries
of Paleolithic Age in Zhejiang Province. Very few
similar sites in eastern China can be compared with its
intense distribution of stone artifact. These artifacts
are mainly composed of sandstone. They were shaped
into flakes mainly by hammers. The majority of stone
cores have single mesas. Most of stone cores and flakes
have natural mesas. These artifacts were mainly
produced with conglomerates, the main types of which

are for cutting and chopping. Most of these stone

samples lie in lined red clay, where a rather complete o
p ) y ) ) P Handpicks made of quartz sandstone (C002
production can be traced, indicating a possible layer

Changxing County |
of ancient human activities. All the four layers
produced stone artifact and skillful shaping
technologies, which are rarely seen in major industry
in Paleolithic Age in Southern China. According to
the analysis on carth layers, the site began in a time
dating back to 600,000-500,000 years ago, and
continued into late Pleistocene Epoch. The discovery
of this site has extended eastwards the distribution of
major industry in the south of China by one degree
longitude. It also expanded the history of human
existence in Zhejiang Province to some hundreds of
thousands years ago.

The archaeological survey of Paleolithic Age in

Zhejiang also discovered other 30 sites in Anji and P
. . (S =g Nk

Changxing County, and collected 227 pieces of stone Choppers made of quartz sandstane

artifact, most of them are stone cores and flakes,

including choppers, cutters, hand-axes, hand-picks, and

stone-balls. The survey filled in a missing link in

Paleolithic archaeological research in Zhejiang

Province.
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Sandstone flakes
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I < uahugiao site is located in Xianghu village,
Xiaoshan District of Hangzhou city, Zhejiang

Province. Beginning in 1970s, the location of the site
became a place for a brick plant to retrieve clay, and was
thus widely damaged. The place was identified by local
cultural relics administration and excavated for the first
time in 1990. The site has a rich and unique content, and
was identified by means of '*C as a site the time of which
was earlier than that of Hedumu site and Luojiajiao site. In
2001, Kuahugiao site was excavated for the second time
and many potteries were repaired, and its cultural features
were more fully presented. The "“C test identified the site
as dating back to 8000-7000 years ago. The rich painted
potteries discovered there were rarely seen in neopaleolithic
sites south of Changjiang River. The application of
restructuring technology of slow wheels was beyond the
original estimation of archaeologists on pottery-making
technology of the time. The method of handle attaching
on bone-plough was also completely different to that in
Hedumu culture. Kuahugqiao site reveals a kind of multi-
cultures in Neopaleolithic Age that was beyond expectation.
From September to December of 2002, Archaeological
Research Center of Nanjing Museum and Xiaoshan District
Museum co-conducted another excavation on the leftovers
of the site, two major discoveries of which are over one
thousand cultivated rice seeds in their proto form and the

oldest canoe in China.



