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ABSTRACT

Disharmony between morality and happiness is an old difficult
problem for men to resolve both in the field of theory and that of prac-
tice. The core of this problem is how to achieve the concurrence of
morality and happiness, in other words, how to avoid their conflict-
ing with each other, namely to prevent the conflicts between moral act
and happiness. Essentially, this is a matter of justice, of how to dis-
tribute goods among people. On solving the problem, predecessors
have brought forth various penetrating approaches, among them,
there are two distinct kinds; the approaches of religions, such as
Buddhism and Christianity, which insist on transcending the world we
live; and the approaches of philosophies, which insist on transcen-
ding this life (Faramita), such as the doing of Kant’s moral philoso-
phy: in order to realize the “supreme good”, he makes three postu-
lates. One of their common limits is the lack of reality. They neglect
the role of mankind itself played in the process of man’s arriving at the
harmony between morality and happiness. This makes them neglect
the concrete social conditions or circumstances for the correspondence
or non-correspondence of morality and happiness. In view of this, on
the basis of the merits and demerits of the forerunners’ research, this
dissertation seeks a new way, namely a way of temporality and of this

shore to solve this problem. With full self-confidence, we can say
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that mankind itself has the capacity to realize self-regulation, and to
optimize its surroundings by its freedom. With such capacity people
can provide an earthly and temporal foundation of disharmony between
morality and happiness. It is this way this dissertation spread out.
Happiness is a state in which objects or circumstances with an in-
timate relation to human being are in harmony with their inner dimen-
sion. It has many characteristics, such as individuality, sociality.
Any theory about happiness can be established only under certain con-
dition. By different standards, we can categorize them into asceticism
and hedonism, or pessimism and optimism, perfectionism and non-
perfectionism, etc. They are results of seeking for happiness of hu-
mankind. Essentially, Morality is an unity of two distinct elements.
moral norm and virtue—there exists a dialectical relation between
them. Both the role of moral norms and that of virtues lie in making
people do certain deeds. But all moral deeds spring up in certain sit-
uation. So, whether for moral norms or virtues, there has a tension
between morality and happiness realistically. Taking wholly or in the
long run, moral norms are necessary conditions for the happiness of
human being, that is, the public resource for people to seeking for
their happiness. Although taking partially or in the short run, there
may exist a disharmony between them. I think happiness has a posi-
tive relation in proportion to the extent of the generalization of moral
norms in the long run. In the short ran, the disharmony between
moral norms and happiness may be produced owing to the property of
moral norms, or certain conlents of happiness, or given circum-
stances, or the unharmonious changes between man’s inner measure
and moral norms, or the structure of personality etc. The harmony

and disharmony between moral norms and happiness can be trans-
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formed each other under some conditions, although there is a typical
non-linear relation between them. Concretely, in given conditions
harmonious relation may be occurred between virtues and happiness
because of the contents of happiness, of the overcoming of suffering,
or virtues themselves, etc. The obstacles for achieving the harmony
between virtues and happiness are various and complicated. For sim-
plification, we can divide them two kinds, namely direct and indirect
obstacles. By moral activity, especially just social system, 1 think,
we can overcome these obstacles step and step, and finally to provide
a foundation on this earth to resolve the disharmony between morality

and happiness.

Key words: morality; mankind’s happiness; moral norms; vir-
tue; circumstances of mitzvah; harmony between morality and happi-

ness; conflicts between morality and happiness
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