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Abstract

PART ONE Background and Introduction
to the Project

1. Introduction by Zheng Zhenzhen

One of the most significant effects of economic reform in China, one that is
integral to the process of reform itself, has been massive labor migration from
rural areas. By official household statistics, the “floating population” of China,
defined as all those persons away from their place of household registration, was
31 million in 1990 and 144 million in 2000. The direction of migration has been
mainly from the rural areas to urban areas, and from the less-developed middle to
the more-developed eastern regions. In addition, most migrants return to their
villages regularly or after a few years. This book examines the impact of this
migration on the reproductive health (very broadly defined) of two groups of
women in rural China most directly affected by labor migration, returning
migrant women and the wives of the male migrants.

The analyses contained in this book are all based on a study that took place
in four counties of Anhui and Sichuan in 2000 by a research team composed of
scholars from China and USA. More than 3000 women were surveyed on their
migration history. Those who had migrated were asked about their experiences,
both in cities and after return home, the impact of migration experience to their
life, their status within the household, their reproductive health, and their
aspirations for their children. In addition, many focus groups and individual
interviews were held in order to fill in the emotions behind the survey answers.
Both survey results and interviews with villages inform our analysis throughout
the volume. Over all we expected that the experience of working in cities not

only brought home more income to these rural families, but also urban concepts,
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attitudes, and even lifestyles. In the book, we are interested in how much impact
migration had and how long the impact is likely to last after the women returned
to their home villages.

This book is a result of teamwork, from the initiation of the project to the
end of book editing. The multiple perspectives and views as well as diversified
writing styles provide rich answers to the question: what are the impacts of

migration to rural women in China?
2. The Objectives and Contents of the Study by Xie Zhenming

This study examines the impact of migration during 1980’s and 1990’s on
the life of rural women. The framework for the study design listed a large
number of variables related to women'’s life in order to examine the effect of the
migration experience: ever migrated or not, when, how far, for how long, and
the life during migration and after return. The objective of this study is to
examine the impact of migration on the reproductive health of two groups of
women in rural China most directly affected by this process, returning migrant
women and the wives of the male migrants. We hypothesize that women in the
first group bring home new concepts, norms and skills, as well as financial
resources, acquired in the urban area. Does what they have experienced, learned
and earned in the city affect their future reproductive health in terms of their
general level of health, their fertility, their educational aspirations for their
children, their health seeking for themselves and their families, their sexual
behavior and expectations, their status in the family and their gender role
expectations? For the second group of rural women directly affected by
migration, those whose husbands have been or are currently migrants, does the
absence of their husbands change these women’s reproductive health in any
significant ways?

Information was collected to answer these questions, including a survey
among rural women aged 20 ~40 in four counties, two in each of the provinces of
Sichuan and Anhui. A large number of variables of interest were collected,
including respondent’s individual and family information, the migration history of
the respondent, the migration of the husband (if ever migrated), marriage and
childbearing of the respondent, reproductive health and contraception of the
respondent, concepts of gender issues and family relationship (please refer to

appenix 2). A village information sheet was also developed to collect information
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on each village involved in the survey. Of the 3186 respondents, one third are
returned migrants and more than half have husbands who have migrated.

Besides the survey, focus group discussion were also conducted, as well as
home visits of local families. In each township we organized six focus group
discussions: 1) married female returnees, 2) single female returnees, 3) married
women who had never migrated, 4) single women who had never migrated,
5) women whose husband had migrated, and 6) husbands who had migrated.
All together 23 focus group discussions and more than 50 home visits were
conducted.

The fieldwork was carried out in four counties, two in Anhui and two in
Sichuan in the Fall of 2000. The data were collected using a stratified sampling
frame: two townships from each of two counties in each province were selected,
and three to five villages were chosen from each township. The criteria for
selection of counties and townships were that they were mainly agricultural areas,
neither among the most nor the least developed of these, and that migration was
prevalent enough in these locations to yield a sample size of migrants sufficient for
statistical significance. As the primary focus of the study was the effect of
migration on women’s status and reproductive health in rural China, where
marriage and childbearing usually begins when women are in their early 20’s, the
survey was restricted to all the women from 20 to 40 years old who could be

located in the village.

Table 2—-1 Persons (person/times) involved in fieldwork ({females in bracket)

Local Participation Fieldwork
. Research team | coordinators
Location .
Interviewers | Village assistants | FGD recorders | members of province,
city/county
Anhui
Huaining 22(6) 18(7) (D 7(4) 8(2)
Zongyang 22(12) 18(6) 4(0) 7(4) 8(2)
Sichuan
Xingwen 22(12) 36(13) 4(0) 5(3) 7(2)
Changning 22(10) 36(12) 4(0) 5(3) 7(2)
Total person/times 88 (40) 108(38) 15(1) 22(14) 30(8)

The interviewers were selected from county or township staff and middle
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school teachers. All of them have senior high school or higher education, and
most of them are women. The research team divided into two parts, one group in
charge of survey and quality control, another for focus group discussions. Village
leaders introduced typical women and families to the team for home visits. Most

team members participated in individual interviews also.

3. Introduction of the Fieldwork Sites and Survey Respondents by Guo
Daping

The four counties from which we collected information share common
features: the land is quite limited given the size of the population; household
income depends heavily on agriculture, mainly on rice production, and about
90% of residents live in rural areas. There are few township enterprises in any of
the four counties. Those common characteristics ensure that: (1) there are
enough returned migrants to interview; (2) the influence of having migrated will
be easily identified given the local situation; and (3) the economic status are
about average or slightly below, neither too poor nor very developed. In sharing
these common characteristics, the four counties show a variety of migration
patterns, as discussed later, which provides variation on the circumstances of
migration. We expected these differences to affect the impact of migration on the
lives of returning migration. As it turns out, the similarity of the migration

experience is more important than the exact circumstances of that migration.

Table 3-1 Population and economic statistics of the four counties in 1999

Gross
) Percentage agricultural | GDP / capital
Population
County population output (yuan, current Land type
( thousand)
rural (1990 prices, prices)
million yuan)
Huaining, Anhui 779.4 89.6 836 3576
Alluvial Plain
Zongyang, Anhui 946.0 91.2 796 2445
Xingwen, Sichuan 423.0 89.4 302 1974 Mountainous
Changning, Sichuan 422.0 90.5 423 2969 Hilly

Data sources: Sichuan Statistical Bureau. Sichuan Statistical Yearbook 2000 . China Statistics Press,
2000; Anhui Statistical Bureau. Anhui Statistical Yearbook 2000. China Statistics Press, 2000; State
Statistical Bureau. Social-Economic Statistics Summary by County ( City) of China, 2000. China
Statistics Press, 2000.
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Table 3 — 1 provides some basic information on the four counties. Of the two
counties in Anhui, the economic situation of Huaining is better, for although
both counties are major grain producers, Zongyang is easily flooded. This has led
to a long history of seasonal migration from this county. The Anhui counties have
a tradition of commerce, with famous “Hui Shang” (merchants from Anhui)
travelling all over China in the last several centuries. At the time of our study, a
larger proportion of Anhui returned migrants work in “commerce,” which can be
as large as a company or as small as one single individual.

The Sichuan county, Xingwen, is the poorest of the four counties. It has
high mountains and hills. It is officially designated a poor county (pinkun xian)
by the national government. The local ®government, as part of its poverty
alleviation program, encouraged all families to send their youth to the cities to
work. Changing has a better economy, is closer to the city of Yibin, and has a
large bamboo forest that attracts tourists from southern China.

Out-migration from both counties in Sichuan started later than from Anhui
and has only become common since the mid-1990’s. There are, therefore, hardly
any women over 30 years old who have had migration experience in Sichuan,
while in Anhui, women in their fifties tell stories of their migration experience in
the city in the early 1980s, when there were very few migrants. The difference
is observable from people’s attitude toward migration, for example, their
comments on who should migrate and when to migrate. People in Anhui counties
are more tolerant, while in Sichuan, people are still concerned about morality in
the migration of young, single girls. Sichuan women are more likely to be
married before their first migration.

Tables 3 -2 and 3 - 3 described basic information about survey respondents

and their first migration episode.

Table 3—2 Basic information of the respondents by county

Anhui Province Sichuan Province I
Variable Total
Huaining Zongyang Xingwen Changning
Mean current age 30.6 30.5 29.7 29.2 30.0
Married (%) 97.9 96.5 98.8 98.4 97.9

Education( column % )

Iliterate 21.7 37.1 5.1 4.5 17.0
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Anhui Province Sichuan Province
Variable Total
Huaining Zongyang Xingwen Changning
Primary school grad 54.4 44.6 73.4 63.7 59.1
Middle school grad 22.3 17.3 19.3 29.6 22.1
Ever migrated (%) 52.8 35.4 26.3 31.2 36.2
Current occupation {column %)
Housework i1.6 [ ) 22.2 13.8 14.8
Farming 60.3 74.6 71.0 70.7 69.3
Employee 17.3 9.8 2.3 8.3 9.3
Self employed 9.0 2.7 3.1 2.9 4.4
Other 1.8 1.3 1.4 4.3 2.2
Sample size 760 805 801 820 3186
Table 3—3 Information On The First Migration Episode
Anhui Anhui Sichuan Sichuan Total
) t
Huaining Zongyvang Xingwen Changning o
Respondents 401 285 211 256 1153
Mean age at first migration
) 23.48 20.94 24.62 24.38 23.26
episode
Migrated before marriage ( % ) 37.9 58.6 25.1 17.6 36.2
Migrated to another province
88.3 74.3 78.2 75.7 80.2
(%)
Destination was big city
( provincial capital or Beijing or 31.3 20.8 40.8 30.7 30.3
Shanghai) (%)
Destination was mid-small city
45.0 58.5 36.0 52.4 48.3
(%)
Average period of stay
8.67 12.5 14.53 13.69 11.79
(months)
Employment status ( column
percentage)
unemployed 3.0 1.9 5.2 4.3 5.3
sell employed 54.1 6.0 3.3 12.5 23.7
employee 42.4 81.4 90.5 80.0 69.2
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H#x3-3
Anhui Anhui Sichuan Sichuan
Huaining Zongyang Xingwen Changning Total
manager 0.5 0.7 1.0 3.1 1.2
Major job {column percentage)

factory worker 22.9 46.7 64.5 48.6 42.1
restaurant worker 19.2 12.3 12.3 13.7 15.0
retailer 49.1 4.6 1.9 8.6 20.5
other 8.8 36.9 21.3 29.1 22.4

PART TWOQO Research Reports

4. The Impact of Migration to Women's Family Planning and Reproductive
Health by Xie Zhenming

This report was the project’s first report published in a Chinese journal,
Population and Family Planning, October 2001, this report is mainly based on
survey results, compares differences between ever-migrated women and never
migrated women in the sample regarding family planning and reproductive health
issues, and analyzes possible causes of the observed differences. The major
findings of the paper are summarized below :

* The average number of children ever born to migrated women is less than
that the average number of children ever born to never migrated women,
however, both groups display equally strong son preference.

* The desired number of children is lower among migrated women, and
even lower than the actual number of children they have.

* Almost all women expressed high expectations for their girls’ education.

* More migrated women knew about the contraceptive methods of oral pills .
and condoms and a larger proportion of them report not being satisfied with the
contraception method they currently used. However, about half of women were
not knowledgeable about possible side effects of the contraception they currently
used, and about 40% of women who reported some side effect said that they
would not go to visit a doctor for a contraceptive side effect, with no difference
between migrated and never migrated women.

* Migrated women attained their reproductive health knowledge from more
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sources, but they reported more induced abortions than never migrated women.
» More migrated women knew about sexually transmitted diseases and
HIV/AIDS, but all respondents were only partially correct regarding how to

prevent or reduce exposure to sexually transmitted diseases and HIV/AIDS.
5. Migration Experience of Young Rural Women by Lou Binbin et al

This report utilizes information from both interviews and focus groups to tell
migration stories of women, from their initial motivation to migrate, to their life
and working condition in the destination, their happiest and harshest
experiences, the motivation for going home, and their life after back to home
village.

The report concludes that the lives of rural women in Sichuan and Anhui are
changed by the experience in many ways. They live in houses and watch
televisions purchased with money earned from migration. A few run businesses
funded with money saved as migrants. They think about their experiences as
migrants with a great deal of ambivalence, the triumphs of autonomy and self-
made successes mixed with memories of hard work, lack of sleep, and difficult
living conditions. They view their current life in the countryside through a more
critical lens, often contrasting the clothing and hygiene standards of urban and
rural life. While most return to substantially the same life they left before they
migrated, they are more empowered within that life by their experiences outside
the village. The potential of future migration also becomes part of their own and
their family’s set of choices, so that even if they never migrate again, they are
changed by the possibility of migrating. They also think about migration in terms
of their children. For many, that means a greater emphasis on education so that
their child can compete in the larger marketplace. However, for some, it means
that the opportunity cost of staying in school is higher. They will send their
children “out” as soon as they can.

Substantial differences between the women of Sichuan and Anhui have been
noted in the circumstances of migration, i. e., age of migration, marital status
at migration, duration of migration, occupation, and destination. Similarly, we
found some differences by location in their struggle with rural life upon their
return. But in the area of their relationship with migration, i. e., their
memories of migration and the sense that they may “go out” again, no significant

differences were found between provinces. Age or marital status (they cannot be
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disentangled) was also found to be an important category of difference, with
younger migrants motivated less by money goals and more by a sense of adventure
or an expansion of skills. Upon their return, younger women were more critical
of village life and likely to expect to migrate again. Future research is needed to
establish whether this generation gap will remain over time or will dissipate with
age. More time must also pass in order to assess whether the increased likelihood
of migration such that it becomes an expected “rite of passage” will change the
impact that the migration experience has on rural women's lives as it reduces the

selection aspect of migration.

6. The Impact of Migration on Rural Women's Opinion on Family and
Marriage and their Practice by Liu Hongyan

By integrating survey results and qualitative information, from both the
focus group discussions and individual interviews, this report analyzes the impact
of migration on the rural women'’s opinions about marriage and families. A strong
relationship was found between migration experience and some of the opinions
while others showed no relationship between migration experience and opinions.
The major conclusions are:

* A strong impact was observed among unmarried migrants on the selection
of their future husband. The survey results show that more migrated women
changed boyfriends (rather than marry their first boyfriend). Similarly more
women who had migrated before marriage selected their husband by themselves.
However, the data also shows that more women who migrated after marriage said
that they decided by themselves about whom to marry, compare to those who
never migrated which indicates that women who migrated maybe in general more
independent than nonmigrating women even if they had never migrated.

* Migration has a slight impact on the likelihood of marrying a man from
outside the county but the effect is not strong.

* Migrated before marriage significantly increased the age at marriage.

* Migrants were more tolerable about premarital sex. Concerns about
premarital sex were mainly on premarital pregnancy and its possible consequences
to marriage. Most of the survey respondents agreed that contraceptive services
should be provided to unmarried youth, with a significantly higher proportion
agreeing with this statement among migrated women.

* There is a strong correlation berween migration status and the women’s



