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About the Author

I am neither an academic master nor a very famous researcher. These are not humble
remarks but sheer facts.

I was bomn in August 1938 in a peasants’ family in Jiangyin, Jiangsu province. During
my childhood, it was extremely difficult to go to school because my parents were too poor and
had too many children. I got to go to school at 9 and had to stop for one year in my school-
ing.

In 1964, at the age of 26 and with many difficulties, I finally finished my study and
graduated from German Department in Beijing Foreign Language Institute. I knew deeply that
to have a chance of being educated was not easy. Therefore I particularly cherished every
chance of study and every minute of life. Poorness made me thrift in life and perseverant in
front of hardship. I am not able to smoke, drink, dance, sing Kara OK, play bridge or
mahjong, and play bowling or golf. Anyway, there are too many things that I am not able to
do. Somebody think I have no idea of enjoying life. I believe that everyone has his own way
of living. I do not know much about entertainment, but I could study when others are enjoy-
ing themselves. As time goes by, I feel my life richer and richer.

I spent my childhood in poorness and had to spend my youth in endless class struggles
and political movements. Almost all the precious time was wasted. I was able to start my ac-
ademic study only after our country began to reform in 1979 when I was over 40 years old.

After graduation, I was assigned to Xinhua News Agency, working as a translator, edi-
tor and reporter. World news reports, which are mainly on international affairs and the rela-

tionship between China an other countries, require journalists to closely follow the fast’

changes in the world and to research deeply the important issues and the relationship between
China and other countries. I loved that job and devoted fully to it because I could broaden
my vision and practice my writing in doing it.
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Started from reporting and studying current affairs happened in Germany, I have studied
the affairs in Europe, Asia, Africa, Latin America, Cold War and so on. I wrote what I had
studied. The more I studied, the more I wanted to write. The more I wrote, the more I felt
necessary to study. I put my time as much as possible into study and writing and gradually
focused on intermnational figures and important world issues. I wrote my first book World Fe-
male Politicians in 1984. In 1986, my second book Modern Kings was published. Then, I
shifted my focus on how to make foreign things serve China, which marked my realization of
the value and significance of writing on world affairs.

When eating and drinking extravagantly became popular in China in 1987, my article
Simple Food and Enthusiasm How Germany People Treat Guests , was published on News
References.

That short report of no more than 2000 words triggered great responses. Letters from
readers flooded into offices of the newspaper. In the end of 1980°s, comments on the family
members of some leaders went around. Them, my report of Do Credit To or Bring Shame on
the Family—— Talking about the Children of Leaders in Foreign Countries was printed on
newspaper, so was Assistants or Troublemakers—— Talking about the Wives of Leaders in
Foreign Countries. These reports got high praises from many areas. In my opinion, it is not
because these reports were well written, but because people disliked those dark sides in our
society . In 1998, I wrote Anti-corruption in the World , which included the stories of over 10
leaders in foreign countries who brought disgrace and ruined on themselves because of cor-
ruption. That report again was reprinted by several dozens of newspapers.

In the end of 1990s, sexual scandals of some Chinese officials got disclosed. I took the
chance of Bill Clinton’s sexual scandal and wrote Alarms of Sexual Scandals , which included
the lessons of many foreign politicians who had ruined themselves due to sexual scandals. My
aim was to wam the other politicians and anyone who wanted to achieve something to control
them. That article was widely praised.

One is extremely limited in his energy and function, while there are too many things

~worth studying and writing. One of the best ways to hand down this great undertaking is to

teach. Therefore, I left the editor’s office where I had worked for 28 years and took a post of
teaching in China School of Journalism. Before that, I had been invited to be a part-time
professor in Tsinghua University, Wuhan University, Tianjin University, Central China Sci-

~ ence and Technology University, etc. In 1999, I was invited by Beijing Broadcasting Insti-

tute to be a director of doctors of International Journalism. I have been studying, teaching
and writing and felt life quite meaningful. In 2002, two records were published at the same
time. They were The Decade That Sees the World Shaking and The Decade of Tremendous
Changes. Those books recorded the origin and development of important world issues in the
last two decades in the 20th century and were my main fruits of study and writing during that
period.
Liu Hongchao
May 28, 2004
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