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1/ ABRER WERZA
May People Enjoy a Life Full of Blessings,
ond Let Flowers Bloom Throughout Spring Time
8/ A L&
Gelebrating longevity
10/ AHFE £
Longevity to man with a harvest year
12/ NWFPHEE
The eight mmortals look up to offer birthday
peaches and toosts

14/ F ek i3 KIF
Tieguai Li congratuiates birthdays

16/ §9 WK HF
Zhongli Quon congratulates birthdays

18/ 7k KA KAF

Zhang Guolao congratulates birthdays
20/ B RERKFHF
LU Dongbin congratuiates birthdays

22/ T WiE X5
He Xiongu congratulates birthdays



24/ B RFoKF
L.an Cathe congratulates birthdays

26/ #&HF KF5

Han Xiangzi congratulates birthdays
28/ @ BXF

Cao Guojiu congratulates birthdays
30/ AR |

Nine generations under the same roof
34/ 2B Ao

Plentiful blessings
36/ =88

Picture of the three gods
3B/ =2EFR

High above shine the three stars
G2/ ZRHF

The three stors in the hall
Ah/ BRI R

The three stars of good fortune, salary, and longevity
46/ RFFZ B

The good fortune of longevity
48/ 5 B NER

The eight magic objects and longevity
50/ FHEH

10,000 generations of offsprings
52/ HZHE

A long losting life

54/ % H Z B
L.ongevity and five blessings



56/ 3 @I HF
Birthday celebrations for Hsl Wang Mu

58/ T 8-ME '
l_ongevity bestowed by Hsi Wang Mu

60/ AWHFX
Fairies and longevity

62/ X b3t
Fairies and longevity

64/ AR A
Enduring as heaven and earth
66/ K&
Lasting as heaven and earth
70/ A ¥R %o
An eulogy of nine comparisons
72/ BB FF
Longevity held up by the five blessings
76/ & % TR @
Live forever and never grow old
78/ ¥ H B
Longevity and wealth
80/ & & 83k
Stay together tlil thelr hair turns white
82/ IR H 3 FF
Longevity supported by two drogons
84/ IR B TF
Longevity supported by two blessings
86/ A HF R

Peace on one birthday and in years represented

by symbolic animal



88/ &M 258
The good fortune of turning 70 years old

90/ &5
A long life of 70 years
92/ KA IR

Dongfang Shuo presents flat peaches

94/ % AW

Birthday celebrations and the 12 symbolic animals

98/ F A WH

The rat congratulates oners birthday

100/ B4 %
The ox congratulates one's birthday

102/ BWRB &
The tiger congratulates oners birthday

104/ 9p & 4% &
The hare congratulates oners birthday

106/ RANH
The dragon congratulates oners birthday

108/ Ede Bt &
The snake congratulates oners birthday

110/ F 5K &
The horse congratulates one's birthday

M2/ RERH

The sheep congratulates one:s birthday
114/ & 3B 5

The monkey congratulates oneis birthday

116/ B3L K FH

The roaster congratulates oneis birthday



18/ K4 F

The dog congratulates one's birthday
120/ 3R H

The boar congratulates one's birthday
122/ & 230

The wheel of life
124/ R HCH

Longevity and good luck to all generations

128/ g3 k&7
Enjoy a happy life till white hair appears

130/ £ IEHK
Ausplcious vases

132/ 2 W%

Birthday congratulations from the virtuous ‘
136/ Rl EY &
Keep each otheris company till old age
138/ i+ =3
Three wishes from an official
140/ 3 B3 %
Abundance of good fortune and longevity
142/ R WP K
The immortals took up to the longevity god
144/ # B
Mutually respectful spouses enjoy long lives
148/ FFrba b
May your oge be as Mountain Non
150/ % B L%

Celebrating the age of over 100



152/ ZEREFE

To be advanced in years

156/ 1% ik F

Enjoy a long life
158/ R fG#kA

The monkey congratulates oners birthday
160/ & %8 7+ &%

To enjoy the long life of turtles ond crones
162/ @ 98 %

To enjoy the long life of turtles ond cranes
164/ @ R &%

To enjoy the long life of a turtle and phoenix
166/ += sk F

To enjoy the long life of pines and chrysanthemums
168/ #9838 ¥

To enjoy the long Iife of pines and cranes
170/ B K& H

Eternal youth and longevity
174/ B % X 4R

Wedaith and iongevity
176/ w1k B A%

The South Pole Star shines brilliantly
178/ Wik %

Birthday congratulations from Ma Gu
184/ B B K%

Chips accumulate at the house by the seaq
186/ B EH#

Wealth and longevity



192/ B HEE

Wealth and longevity

194/ F L& FHF

l.ong life Ike the lofty Mountain Song
196/ 3B L FH &

Mountoin of good fortune and sea of longevity
198/ BHEZ=2 . ’

[Longevity, lots of wealth and male offsprings
206/ BHERE

Complete in both good fortune and longevity
210/ BAETH

Good fortune and longevity
212/ Ao &

Good fortune, iongevity, and to the heartis content
216/ BH X5

Good fortune, longevity, and children
218/ BH*%H ¥

Good fortune, sdalary, longevity, and happiness
220/ #0338

Presenting wine to the Queen Mother
222/ b B K

Gather to celebrate Queen Mother:s birthday
224/ BB RF

All immortals celebrating ones birthday
226/ HERF

Many virtuous people congratulating oners birthday
228/ B HF T F

Live to 1,000 years lke the crane ond turtie



230/ #5752 &
The haoppiness of longevity

232/ M EKEE P

The crane presents a birthday peach
234/ WIF T R

The crane flies in the sky among the clouds
236/ M BT

The auspiclious scene of dancing cranes
238/ T F

Thousands of years of flat peaches
240/ s L7

Take flat peaches cmd live to 100 years
242/ W PR TF

Present fiot peaches for birthday celebrations
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Designs of Chinese Blessings
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M’W PeOple Enjoy a Llfe M of

The word jixiang (meaning lucky, propitious, or
auspicious) is mentioned in Chinese ancient books and
writings as early as in the Zhou Dynasty.

The word jixiang was written as jiyang (lucky
sheep) on oracle bones. To the ancient Chinese, who
led a nomadic life, large herds of well-fed sheep were
auspicious things, and the word jiyang also appeared
in engravings on ancient utensils.

To have good luck is mankind’ s eternal desire.
While art records man’s ideals, good luck pictures are
the most brilliant part of the Chinese good luck culture.
An old couplet says that kindness leads to happiness and
good luck. Typical good luck pictures are: good luck
and heart’s content, good luck with five blessings, etc.

The five blessings — good fortune, high salary and
a good career, longevity, happiness, and wealth —
are the concrete forms of good luck , and there are five



Designs of Chinese Blessings

kinds of gods presiding over these blessings. The five
blessings as they are first mentioned in Chinese litera-
ture are not quite the same as the five which are talked
about today, though they are quite similar. An old
couplet says that as the land of good luck bathes in the
Sun, a prosperous family is granted all the blessings.
Typical good luck pictures are: long-term enjoyment of
all five blessings, more blessings, etc.

Good forme means happiness and complete satis-
faction. Ancient Chinese philosophers, including Lao
7i, all commented on the notion of good fortune. An
old couplet says to bum incense to beg for more bless-
ings. Good luck pictures in this theme include good
fortune for today, blessings from above, etc.

High salary means handsome salaries at prestigious
posts. In old times, Chinese attached great significance
10 academic excellence, which led in tum to high posi-
tions in government. An old couplet says may you dis-
tinguish yourselves in the royal examinations and rank at
the top of the list. Good luck pictures in this theme
used in this book include big improvements in salary and
post, salary and position bestowed from heaven, etc.

Longevity refers to good health and a long life. As
Zhuangzhou said, and the Book of Songs records,
longevity is the universal wish of mankind. As wished in
an old couplet, to grow 1o a lang life together is a joyful
experience . This book has the following good luck pic -
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tures concerning longevity: high above shines the star of
longevity, live to be 1, 000 years with white hair, and
offer the flat peach to wish for longevity, etc.

Happiness refers to happy events and celebra-
tions. Happy events should be celebrated, while those
with worries should be consoled according to ancient
Chinese literature. An old Chinese couplet says, why
not keep on laughing as all days are filled with happi-
ness. Good luck pictures on this theme included in this
book include double happiness visits at the door, all’s
well that ends well, etc.

Wealth means getting rich and having plentiful
things. Ancient Chinese believed that the secret to
endless wealth is to be down-to-earth and prudent. II-
lustrating the concept of wealth is an old couplet: a
prosperous business deals with people from all comers
of the world, and wealth rolls in from afar. Typical
good luck pictures of this type include in comes
wealth, get rich and win high positions, etc.

Good luck pictures not only incorporate the five
blessings but the art of painting and language as well.
The beantiful lines of these pictures, done in the style
of traditional Chinese painting, provide the viewers
with artistic enjoyment which is pleasing to the eyes
and heart. Though mostly the work of folk artists, they
exhibit a level of craftsmanship worthy of the great and
famous masters. The language adopted ir: these pictures



