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INTRODUCTION

This textbook is intended to lay a foundation of literary Chinese
for beginners to prepare themselves to follow the literary Chinese
course as undergraduate college students.

In learning literary Chinese, the main obstacle is the original
complex forms of Chinese characters in which ancient literature was
written. To help the learner overcome this obstacle, we have provided
him. in addition to the rules of construction, with the simplified
forms, which are familiar to most learners, along with the complex o~
riginals of the characters and with adequate and practical exercises.
With the removal of the obstacle of complex characters, we believe,
the learner then can proceed to study traditional Chinese linguistics ,
classical literature, history as well as traditional Chinese medicine and
pharmacology in colleges and universities in China. For those who
have had a command of complex ofiginal characters, this book can
serve as a textbook to learn simplified characters. To sum it up, we
may say that we have made, in some respects, significant exploration
to deal with the complex characters in a literary Chinese course.

The lexical and grammar items are given with rules and present-
ed in meaningful context. Guided by the prinéiple of " practice —theo-
ry—practice” , we have chosen with care 105 pieces of original arti-
cles in literary Chinese (Book 1—2), serving as texts, reading exer-
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cises and exercises for translation and punctuation. Through these texts
and exercises, the basic knowledge of literary Chinese, covering the
knowledge of the writing system, grammar, thetoric and discourse,
has been treated in a systematic way. At the end of each lesson, a
summary of the usages of some commonly used form words which are
a peculiar part of speech is provided with the aim to make the texts
closely geared to the knowledge of literary Chinese.

We are fully aware of the fact that literary Chinese is a basic in-
strument which can be learned only by familiarizing the learner with
writings in various styles from different times. Guided by this criteri-
on, we have chosen, as texts, writings from the Pre-Qin period down
to the Ming and Qing periods. The reader may find that some pieces
from the literature of traditional Chinese medicine are included in the
texts. This is done because they embody better the features of aca-
demic theses in which more complex sentences can be found than in
ordinary writings, however, we have carefully avoided the too tech-
nical pieces. We also chose some tales, jokes and fiction pieces as
texts, in order to make the book interesting to the learner. Some of
them are excerpts and are abridged to suit the beginners. The texts are
arranged according to the level of difficulty, not to the sequence of
time they were written.

To make the book more convenient to the learner, we didn’t fol-
low the conventional way of annotation, but deviced our own way,
i.e. Word Study and Explanatory Notes are treated in two separate
sections. In the Word Study section, we give each word, besides the
meaning and usage, its part of speech which we think is significant to
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the comprehension and further, to the mastery of grammar. The Ex-

planatory Notes section includes the explanation of difficult sentences,
grammar and form words.

The preliminary edition of this book was used for several years
in classroom teaching to students from Asian, African, European,
Amerjcan and Austrilian countries and was proven successful. All the
above mentioned students started leasrning modern Chinese from zero
level and after one year they set out to take this literary Chinese
course. When they completed the 200 instruction hours, they have
obtained a foundation for their future studies.

As some probiems in the teaching of literary Chinese are still un-
der investigation and study, there must be some inadequacies in this
book and any comment and sugestiions from the users for its improve-

ment are sincerely welcome by the author.

The Author
1990. 4
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