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Comrade Hu Yiaobang inspecting Shenzhen
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Comrade Zhai Ziyang inspecting Shenzhen




The development and experience of Shenzhen have proved the correctness of the
policy in establishing special economic zones.”

Deng Xiaoping
January, 26, 1984
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Special things should be dealt with in special ways and new things in new ways;
remain the same stand while adopting completely new methods.

Hu Yiaobang
May 23, 1984.
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A SET OF TREASURABLE HISTORICAL RECORDS
— Foreword to China’s Urban Reform Series

Ma Zhongyang

The Chinese people have, over the years, been wholeheartedly engaged in scoring new achieve-
ments in her modernization programme. In 1984, for example, outstanding results were achieved on
all fronts of the nation: the gross output value of industry and agriculture exceeded 1,000 billion RMB
yuan, a rise of 14.2% over 1983; the total output value of agriculture rose by 14.5%, light industry by
13.9%, and heavy industry by 14.2%; the domestic market was brisk with a multi-channel commer-
cial network taking shape; foreign economic relations were further improved; state revenue rose
steadily; and personal earnings by the urban and rural people went up substantially. A land of promise
lit by the glorious morning sun, China is now more enticing than ever.

At present, millions of the nation’s masses, inspired by the decrees of the Central Committee of
the C.P.C. concerning the economic, scientific and technological restructuring, are pressing ahead
vigorously. The rising trend of events is bearing out well the Party and nation’s strategic decisions and
makes one more than confident and ready to plunge unflinchingly into the splended cause of the

ongoing reform.




In recent years, a series of policies have been made with a view to realizing the socialist moderni-
zation in China. Due to the implementation of these policies the nation’s economy has seen a new
phase of continual, steady, and well-proportioned growth. The policies of opening to the outside world
and loosening government grips domestically, in particular, have become the key link in China’s
overall economic restructuring. These policies, as was recently pointed out by Comrade Deng
Xiaoping, are the height of might of the policies for the realizing of the socialist modernization
programme, for they provide indispensable backing for the growth of social productive forces. He has
also made it clear that the reform which is taking place in China and the two open policies are both
irreversible. We shall not waver. Our guiding principle is not to retreat from the open policy but to carry
it still further, probably even on a larger scale in the future. The open policy has been well proved to be
a socialist policy correct in its entirety. And practices will continue to confirm its strategic role and its
mighty effect in the theory and practice of the shaping of a Chinese-style socialism.

China’s economic restructuring has been focusing on her cities. Such urban reforms have, in
essence, identified themselves with the open policy. In the wake of the four special economic zones of
Shenzhen, Zhuhai, Amoy and Swatow, China has opened fourteen coastal cities plus Hainan Island.
In fact, the cities on the country’s coast together with a large number of the capital and other major
inland cities will all be engaged in implementing the above mentioned two open policies.

This China’s Urban Reform Series faithfully records what the pioneering cities have achieved
and will achieve in pursuing the group of policies of reform, opening and activating economy. It also
tells the reader how historical advancement has been made in the nation’s urban economic
restructuring. In addition, one will be able to learn from this Series how China goes about a socialist
cause of her own distinctive style and paves her own way towards socialist modernization in line with
her actual conditions.

The decisions regarding the compilation and publication of this Series were made after repeated
deliberations and consultations. In terms of selection priority has been given to the open coastal cities
as well as those that have fared to the fore in the reforms. To each city one volume is devoted — one
picture album compiled and printed in the light of her characteristics — and these separate volumes in
the Series are to come out in succession. Each one of the picture albums presents the new
achievements, measures, the new events and trends related to the improving of the well being,
material and otherwise, of the people of the relevant city and her subsidiary counties in recent years.
Each album, then, is unique in its own right.

The Series incorporates both photographic and written materials, and is printed all in colours in
twelvemos. The written texts including the captions are set in both Chinese and English. An integra-
tion of appropriateness, variety, and artistry has been sought after in producing both the photos and
the texts, so that each album may be a work of art and a jov to the reader.

The publication of this Series will, we believe, be welcomed by readers in China and overseas. As
a collection of great commemorative interest, this China’s Urban Reform Series will be read as a set

of treasurable historical records; it will be pondered over and dearly cherished.

May 29, 1985.
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The bronze sculpture of a reclaiming buffalo in front of the Shenzhen
Municipal Government Building,
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