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The passage of 50 years is just like a snap-
ping of the fingers. Half a century has elapsed
since the People” s Republic of China was
founded on October 1, 1548 Now on the
threshold of the 215t cemury, China is going to
mark its 50th birthday and its cause of reform
and opening to the owside world has traversed
its first lap of 21years.

To greet this great memorable day, to
show the brilliant feats accomplished by tha Chi
nase people in all walks of life in the past 50
years, especially the last 20 years, and to in-
spire the Chinese pecple 10 hold still higher the
great banner of Deng Xiaoping Theory and march
confidently into the 21st century under the lead-
ership of the Communist Party of China to "
Recreate A New Powerful China®, a dream the
Chinese people have dearly cherished for many
generations, for all of this, the Economic Edito-
rial Board of the journal " Great Earth® of the *
People” s Daily, " the " People’ s Daily” Press
Office, the Department of Cultural Aftairs of the
" Journal of Reform® and many other organiza-
tions have, with the support of the superior de-
partments, compiled and published this gigantic
senes of historical records. ° The 50 Glorious
Years of the Republic® (1949 — 1999), as a
present for the celebranon of China” s National
Day at the tum of the century .

In the fifty yeas of shine and rain, victories
and setbacks, countless sons and daughters of
the Chinesa people have written with their disin-
terested contrinutions the glorious pages of the
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WORD

magnificent annals of the People” s Republic.
We sincerely appreciate those outstanding sons
and daughters of the Chinese people who form
the backbone of the Chinese nation. It is the
people who make history and the great land of
the People’ s Republic of China will always
record their drearn, their aspiration, their hope,
and their glory. And to record their heroic deeds
has been one of the purposes of the editors of
this series. The series comprises four volumes :
“Shaanxi — — Cradle of the People s Republic”
Vol Onel, "Beijing - — Heart of Reform and
Opening'  (Vol, Twol, " Regional Economy
Takes Off - - the Rest of China” (Vol.
Three}, and " Shanghai - - Key to Modemn
China" (Val. Four! . We hope that this series
may acho the resounding footsteps of our great
Pecple "s Republic in its triumphant advance .

We would like to acknowledge the unre-
served understanding and support rendered us in
the course of producing this seres by the lead-
ers at all levels and our friends from all quarters .
We would like to extend our sincarest thanks to
thern for their attention, support and assis-
tance .

Editorial Board of “The 50
Glorious Years of The People’s
Republic”

June 1999
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