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A Guide to the Humanities & Social
Science Core Journals in China

This book is a result achieved by the Center for Documentation and Information,
Chinese Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) on the basis of bibliometric studies on
China’s humanities and social sciences for several years. By the expert peer assessments
and bibliometric methods, 344 kinds of journals were identified as the core journals in
the book based on the statistics of some large databases including Chinese Humanities and
Social Sciences Citation Database, the largest citation database in contemporary China. All
these journals cover 23 disciplines in the humanities and social sciences including many
important research fields such as philosophy, politics, law, economics, literature and
history. They mainly represent the excellent journals with high academic level and high
rate of utilization in the fields of humanities and social sciences in China.

The core journals in the book are chosen by the following methods;

A. More than 3000 published humanities and social sciences journals and their
articles are classified according to China Book Classification ( the fourth edition). Then 860
journals with demanding standards, highly-learned nature and higher citing frequencies
were selected as the source journals for being finally chosen as the core ones.

B. Gather statistics of various indicators of journals including the total number of
articles publishing in these journals from 1999 to 2001, total times of citing of each
journal, the Impact Factors in 2001, the citing rate by others, and citing rate per
article. According to the identified indicators and the weighted mean, the journals
were chosen after a comprehensive assessment.

C. Making expert appraisal according to the statistics.

The book includes a brief introduction to the core journals in Chinese and
English, and in appendixes there are data sheets related to the statistics and analyses
of core journals. The book is the first edition.
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