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In Britain, the old Road Traffic Act restricted speeds to 2 m. p. h. (miles
per hour ) in towns and 4 m. p. h.. But by 1903 the development of the car in-
dustry had made it necessary to raise the limit to 20 m. p. h.. By 1930, howev-
er, the law was so widely ignored that speeding restriclions were done away with
altogether. For five years motorists were free to drive at whatever speeds they
liked. Then in 1935 the Road Traffic Act imposed a 30 m. p. h. speed limit in
built — up areas, along with the introduction of driving tests and pedestrian cross-
ings.

Speeding is now the most common motoring offence in Britain. Offences for
speeding fall into three classes: exceeding the limit on a restricled road, exceeding
on any road the limit for the vehicle you are driving, and exceeding the 70 m. p.
h. litit on any road. A restricted road in one where the street lamps are 200 yards ]
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apart, or more.

The main controversy ( % i) surrounding speeding laws is the extent of their
safety value. The Ministry of Transport maintains that speed limits reduce acci-
dents. It claims that when the 30 m. p. h. limit was introduced in 1935 there was
a fall of [5 percent in fatal accidents. Likewise, when the 40 m. p. h. speed limit
was imposed on a number of roads in London in the late fifties, there was a 28 per-
ceni reduction in serious accidents. There were also fewer casualties (45T- ) in the
year afier the 70m. p. h. motorway limit was imposed in 1966.

In America, however, it is thought that the reduced accident figures are due
rather to the increase in traffic density. This is why it has even been suggested that
the present speed limits should be done away with completely, or that a guide
should be given to inexperienced drivers and the speed limits made advisory, as is
done in parts of the USA.

1. During which period could British motorists drive without speed limits?

2. What measures were adopted in 1935 in addition to the speeding restrictions?

3. Speeding is a motoring offence a driver commits when he . _

4. What is the opinion of British authorities concerning speeding laws?

;- 5. What reason do Americans give for the reduction in traffic accidents?
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Would - be language teachers everywhere have one thing in commeon: they all
want some recognition of their professional status and skills, and a job. The former
requirement is obviously important on a personal level, but it is vital if you are to
have any chance of finding work.

Ten years ago, the situation was very different. In virtually every developing
country, and in many developed countries as well, being a native English speaker
was enough to get you employed as an English teacher.

Now employers will only lonk at teachers who have the knowledge, the skills
and attitudes 1o teach English effectively. The result of this has been to raise non
~ native English teachers 1o the same status as their native counter — parts ( f%t
BLKY A ) —something they have always deserved but seldom enjoyed. Non - n-
atives are now happy—linguistic discrimination (BELHEW) isa thing of the
past.

An ongoing research project, funded by the University of Cambridge, asked a
sample of teachers, educators and employers in more than 40 countries whether
they regarded the native / non - native speakers distinction as being at all impor-
tant. “No” was the answer. As long as candidates could teach and had the re-
quired level of English, it didnt matter who they were and where they came from.
Thus, a new form of discrimination—this time justified because it singled out the
unqualified—liberated the linguistically oppressed (3ZE38 ). But the Cam-
bridge project did more than just that: it confirmed that the needs of native and
non - native teachers were extremely similar.

L. The selection of English teachers used to be mainly based on

2. What did non - native English teachers deserve but seldom enjoy?

3. What kind of people can now find a job as an English teacher?

4. What is the result of the “new form of discrimination” ( line 6,Para. 4) 7

5. The phrase “the linguistically oppressed” (Line 7,Para. 4) refers to those who
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4. & . It singled out the unqualified and liberated non - native English teachers
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For many women choosing whether to work or not to work outside their home
is a luxury; they must work to survive. Others face a hard decision.

Perhaps the easiest choice has to do with economics. One husbaud said,
“Marge and I decided after careful consideration that for her to go back 1o work at
this moment was an extravagance ( Z{£) we couldnt afford. ” With two preschool
children, it soon became clear in their figuring that with babysitters (i} &
1) A\), transportation, and increased taxes, rather than having more money,
they might actually end up with less.

Economic factors are usually the first to be considered, but they are not the
most important. The most important aspects of the decision have to do with the e-
motional needs of each member of the family. ‘It is in this area that husbands and
wives find themselves having to face many confusing and conflicting feelings.

There are many women who find that homemaking is boring or who feel im-
prisoned (#E[N2E) if they have to stay home with a young child or several chil-
dren. On the other hand, there are women who think that homemaking gives them
the deepest satisfaction.

From my own experience, I would like to suggest that sometimes the decision
to go back to work is made in too much haste. There are few decisions that 1 now
regret more. | wasnt mature enough to see how much I could have gained at home.
I regret my impatience to get on with my career. I wish I had allowed myself the
luxury of watching the world through my little girls eyes.

1. Which word in the first two paragraphs best explains why many women have to
work?

N T e A S £ SR S S A



2. Why did Marge and her husband think it an extravagance for Marge to go back to
work?

3. What are the two major considerations in deciding whether women should go out
to work?

4. Some women would rather do housework and take care of their children than pur-
sue a career because they feel

L4

5.1f given a second chance, the writer would probably choose to
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“The Slide! The Slide!”

The simplest words must intimate, but not portray, the unutierable horror of
the catastrophe. The victims rushed from their cottage, and sought refuge in what
they deemed a safer spot whete, in contemplation of such an emergency, a
sort of barrier had been reared. Alas! they had quitted their security, and fled
right into the pathway of destruction. Down came the whole side of the mountain,
in a waterfall of ruin, just before it reached the house, the stream broke into two
branches shivered not a window there, but overwhelmed the whole neighbor-
hood, blocked up the road, and demolished everything in its dreadful course.
Long before the thunder of the great slide had ceased to roar among the mountains,

. the temporal agony had been endured, and the victims were at peace. Their bodies
“ were never found.

The next moming, the light smoke was seen stealing from the cottage chimney
up the mountain side. Within, the fire was yet smoldering on the fireplace, and
the chairs in a circle round it, as if the inhubitants had but gone forth to view the
devastation of the slide, and would shortly return, to thank Heaven for their mirac-
ulous escape. All had left separate tokens, by which those who had known the
family were made to shed a tear for each. Who has not heard their name? The story
has been told far and wide, and will forever be a legend of these mountains. Poets
have sung their fate.

Questions.
1. What killed the family?

2. What happened to the slide before it reached the house?

3. Why would it have been better for the family to have stayed in the house?

4. What does the word " inhabitant” in Paragraph 3 mean?

= 5. Explain the meaning of “Poets have sung their fates” in last sentence of Para-




graph 3.

Fae 2

Dorothea Dix left home at an early age — of her own free will — to live with

her grandmother.

At fourteen, Dorothea was teaching school at Worcester, Massachusetts. A
short time after she had begun teaching. she established a school for young girls in
her pgrandparenis“home. Stress was placed on moral character at Dorothea$ school,
which she conducted until she was thirty-three.

She was forced to give up teaching at her grandparents home , however, when
she became ill. A few years of inactivity followed.

In 1841 Dorothea began to teach again, accepting a Sunday school class in
the East Cambridge, Massachusetts, jail. Here, she first came upon insane people
locked up together with eriminals.

In those days insane people were treated even worse than criminals, There
were only a few asylums (K455 ) in the entire country. Therefore jails | poor-
houses, and houses of correction were used to confine the insane.

Dorothea Dix made a careful investigation of the inhuman treatment of the in-
sane. 1t was considered ; unfeminine ( RiE S & PEHY) for a woman 1o devote her-
self 1o such work at this time. But this did not stop Dorothea Dix in her efforts to
provide proper medical care for the insane.

Gradually, because of ber investigations, conditions were improved. More
than thirty mental institutions were founded or reestablished in the United States
because of her efforts. Durothea also extended her investigations to England and to
other parts of Europe.

During the Civil War, Dortothes served as superintendent (%F Bt A) of
women hospital nurses in the Union army. When the war was over, she returned to
her work of improving conditions for insane people,

Questions.
I. How did Dorothea Dix first hecome aware of the mistreatment of insane people?

- What do we learn from Paragraph 57

2

- The author implies that Dorothea Dix% work with the insane was interrupted be-

.l

cause of

4. What is the meaning of “served as” in the last paragraph?

5. What can we inler from the last sentence of Paragraph 37

Jass 3
Acting is such an over-crowded profession that the only advice that should be
given to a young person thinking of going on the stage is “Dont1” But it is useless
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