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A Brief Introduction

Ma-Duanlin was a famous historian in Southem Song and
Yuan Dynasty. He lived in the war that destroyed his country
and family. In order to find the methods of administering the
country and people, and study the evolutionary Tao of history,
Ma-Duanlin initiated Cyclopaedia of Institutions ( Tong Dian)
by Du-You to write his great work A Critical History of Institu-
tions ( Wen Xian Tong Kao). In fact, Ma-Duanlin was a wise
scholar. A Critical History of Institutions is a great work about
Chinese ancient institutions. It is full of special regulations,
many materials and substantial contents. Its comment is impor-
tant. It tries to find origins and laws of facts, answer questions
and affirm reforms. This biography, divided into nine chapters,
expounds the times, family, methods of researching history,
thought of politics, economy and history, analyses A Critical
History of Institutions. It described Ma-Duanlin’s real life and

his achievement in study of historiography.
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