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TRANSLATORS’ NOTE

This songbook has been prepared mainly for English learners as well as song
lovers with average English knowledge, therefore in our translation we tried our best
to accurately convey the message of the original lyrics in a plain and simple fan-
guage. As for rhyming, it is not completely excluded so long as it is not at the ex-
pense of accuracy. Also, a special effort has been made to ensure that the translated
lyrics, after being set to music, are easy and smooth to sing and easy for the listen-
ers to understand.

Unlike other bilingual Chinese-English songbooks, in which lyrics of both languag-
es share one and the same music score, this songbook has its Chinese and English
lyrics separately positioned under the music score printed respectively on the left and
the right pages. Take for instance a segment from the Chinese song BALLAD OF
THE YAN RIVER we have translated, it would look like this if arranged the way
other books do:

6 2 2 | 2 - | 3 2 i 6 | 6 -
E oKk M, K i,
The Yan Riv-er’s turbid, The Yan Riv-er’s clear.

Such an arrangement of the English lyrics would pose difficulties for average
readers. To make it easier to sing, we have arranged it as follows:

(on the left page)

6 2 2 | 2 - |38 2 i 6 |6 - |
oK M, K H,
(on the right page) .

6 2 2 2|22 | 382 1i 6|6 - |
(The) Yan Riv-er’s tur- bid, (The) Yan Riv-er’s clear.

When the translated text of lyrics in a phrase has more (or less) syllables than
that of the original, to set it to the same music we sometimes have to divide one note
into more notes, as shown in the example above, or combine two or more notes into
one, and in either case no change of total length will take place. Such a music score
for the translated lyrics looks a little bit different from that of the original, but actually
there is no change in the melody of the music.
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TRANSLATORS’ NOTE  +ececoscecctccscctcrcrscsucscccocsas (3)
AR H SR coeereenrreorrenenticniiitictiiiiiinniietietiecaccense 4)
TR (TLIERTRE)  coveresecrcnsetaniniieiiainiieieiiiinee. (2—367)
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—— BRA(1749—1832) , FEEIF A

The effect of good music is not caused by novelty. On
the contrary, it strikes us more the more we are familiar
with it.

——Johann W. Gothe (1749—1832)
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FTREALALLERMNET,
—— B3 (1807—1882),
EEPFA

Music is the uniyersal language of mankind.
—Henry W. Longfellow (1807—1882)

American poet
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BALLAD OF THE GREAT WALL

This song, with music by Liu Xue-an (see Page 123)and lyrics by Pan Jie-
nong. was written in 1937 for a movie entitted THE VAST EXPANSE OF
MOUNTAIN FORTRESSES AND PASSES. Although this movie was left unfinished
because of the August 13™ Japanese attack on Shanghai, the song circulated on a
gramophone record sung by the renowned sopranc Zhou Xiao-yan. For the past
sixty years or so, this plaintive and stirring patriotic song has been loved by Chinese
around the world, and also by some foreigners. For example, one Sunday morning in
January of 2000, we heard this old Chinese song piayed on an accordion at a San
Francisco subway station. The music led us to the street musician, an American
woman who said she was a factory worker and an amateur accordionist. On Sundays
she would play her accordion on the streets or at subway stations for fun and for some
extra cash. She said she loved Chinese songs, especially BALLAD OF THE
GREAT WALL.

Lyrics by. Pan Jie-nong
1= & Music by: Liu Xue-an
4 English transiation by: Ann & Fred

Plaintive, solemn and stirring
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Ten- thou-sand -li long is the

Ha- tred and grief we can
1 165-|56 i13353]/2. 6 1- |
Great Wall, Out-side the wall is my na tive place,
nev- er for-get. We dream of going home day and night.
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Sor- ghum stur- dy, so - ya- bean fra- grant,
Fac-ing the en- e my’s fe-roc -i- ty, death we de- fy,
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it used to be a rich and hap- py land.
To_ re turn  home we risk our lives to fight.
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