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PREFACE TO THE REVISED "EDITION

The first cdition of Scenic Beantues m Sowthwest China appeared 1n
October, 1939.  Orders poured in from all over China, Europe, America
and Malaysia and the book was out of print 1 less than three months
ume.» We attnibute this overwhelnung demand not to the intrinsic qualsties
of our publication, which was prepared in too great 2 haste to be satisfactory
even to ourselves, but to the eager desire of the world at large to know a
Dbtcle more of that mysterious region known as Southwest China. Our
excuse for putting forth this reviston, therefore, has not been any feeling
of self-complacency caused by the sales of the carlier edition, but has been
our desire to bring the publication a betle closer to satisfaction and a hetle
more worthy of the generous support with which 1t has been accorded.
We have endeavored, 1n this revision, to increase the contents, smprove the
sclection, re-artange the general set-up i a way which we hope wall justify
a second edution, and we now commend the following pages to our tolerant

and encouraging readers.

August 1940
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INTRODUCTION

The hstory of the Chinese people 1s turming an important page with
the stupendous wescward march which has been taking place since the
begmming of the Simo-Japanese hostihties. For two years, as never before,
the population of coastal China have been migrating in large numbers to
the vast platcau hinterland lyiag between the upper Yangeze and the valley
of le Fleuve Rouge (the Red River). In those mountasnous regions where
life was comparatively undisturbed and conditions were very much the
samec as they had been centuries ago, there 1s now much hustle and bustle,
and activinies and prospenity are forcing themselves upon the untravelled
highlands. Factories are springing up; umversities and schools formerly
sitwated 1n the coastal cities are transplanting themselves in the long-
deserted seats of ancient learmng and culture; new government offices,
newspapers, broadcasting stations, banking and commercial institutions,
travel facihtics, modern homes and recreation houses are coming into
existence.  The land that for thousands of years was destined only for
political exiles 15 todny the goal of a giganue rush, where new cities arc
being born and old communities reassembled en bloc.

This newly revived terntory encompasses roughly the five provinces
of Szechuen, Kweichow, Hunan, Kwangsi and Yunnan, Of these five
provinces, Szechuen 15 situated on a vast plam encircled by high mountains,
formung the shape of a big basin, Yunanan and Kweichow perch on the
plateay, rising from 4,000 to 6,000 feet above the sea-level, while Kwangs
bordering on these two provinces 15 also a mountainous region. The chicf

means of for mnto the
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5 2 network of highways, which has boen developed with micaculous speed,

partly by ing the f y provi

roads already in existence
and partly by mproving the crst-while caravan and sedan routes. This
network of fughways has Kwewyang for its centre and spreads out a four

trunk fincs: to Changsha 1n the east, Liuchow in the south, Kunming in



the west and Chungking in the north. Special mention should alse be made
of the Yunnan-Burma highway, popularly known as the back-door route
into China, and the recently completed line which links the Yunnan
provincial capital by a short cut to Luhsien, a pomnt shightly above Chung-
king on the Yangtze River. Connections among the various mountainous
cities and with Hongkong and Hanoi are also mamntained by regular air
service,

The southwest provinces have a great abundance of natural resousces

hed. It has been estis d that Szechi Kweichow and

bitherto
Yunnan hold coal deposits upwards of ten billion tons. There are also in
Szechuen an enormous possession of petroleum, and rich mines of gold,
silver, copper, irom, tin, tungsten, mamganese, antimosty, zinc, lead, ete.
Szechuen and Yunnan are known to have heavy deposits of sale. Other
non-metalic treasures are also widely buried throughout the five provinces.

The temperace climate and moderate ramfall render the southwest
provinces nich in harvest and suitable for forestation. The agricultural
products are sufficent to cater to the needs of the growing populace.
Besides, Szechuen produces a large amount of yellow sik for exportation
to foregn countres. Tung Ol (Wood Oil) is produced in Szechuen,
Kwangs: and Yunnan, estimated at 40,000 tons every year. Medical herbs,
ammal hudes and bristles also rank among the important exports of the
Southwest.

The scemc beauties of the Southwest are well known by name, but
until recently hittle explored. The beauty of the Yangtze Gorges in
Szechuen has been sung far and wide. There are many famous hot springs,
notable among them being Pei-P'ei of Chungking, which is famous for its
misty scenes and quiet environment. Sailing from Chungking upward
along the Kialing River, a tributary of the Yangtze, one comes across the

extraordinary beauty of the curving spream amidst high cliffs known as the

Smaller Gorges. Chengtu enchants-the inhabif by its ali-y d
balmy spring weather and itswplaces of historic interest. “In Kwanhsien



are the remains of the conservancy works erccted by Governor Li of the
Chin dynasty, twenty-three centurics ago. The chiffs and precipices of
Mount Tsingchen would leave lasting smpressions on the tourst. Mount
Omer, situated 1n west Szechuen, 12,000 feet above sea-level, 1s one of the
most celebrated mountains and the most wonderful summer resorts in China.
With the rapid development of means of communication, this once sacred
and almost inaccessible mountam can be reached casily.

The province of Kweichow (the “Celebrated Province™), being almost
entirely mountainous and hetle productive, and known i lustory as the
Province of Poverty, probably owes its name to its richness 1o mountain
scenery. The best known are Mount Chienling, Kwangymngrung (Cave of
the Goddess of Mercy), Chasilou, Monastery Sueikou, etc. Along the
highway from Kweiyang to Kunming, near Tsen-Ning District, one should
not muss the opportunity of visiting the Fire-Ox Cave, Swangming Cave

and Huang-Kou-Shu Waterfalls, the last being the Niagara of China.

Passing from Kweichow to Hunan, one first notices the famous iron-
chan brdge over the Chung-An River, a typical example of Chinese
engineering feats, On Mount Heng, one of the five sacred mountains of
China, are found numerous relics left by Taoist abbots, Around the
western outskirts of Changsha, capital of Hunan, flows the famons Hsiang
Rivee, across which 1s the beautiful Mounc Yuch-Lu, where many a national
hera has been Ind to rest.  Ac the foot of the mountamn is Hunan Umversity,
the site of an ancient hterary academy where che great philosopher Chu Hsi

of Sung dynasty used to leccure.

Kwangsi 15 known for its hills and waters. After secing Kweilin’s
numerous minature mountans of fantastic shapes and forms, one would
endorse the saying, “The hills and waters of Kweilin surpass in beauty all
others in the world.”

Yunnan s a perpetual resort, for, asde from its temperate climate
and everygreen plants, 1t boasts of countless scenic spots. In Kunming

there are: the Tsue-Hu (Jade Lake) Park, Ta-Kwan-Low, the Grand



Kunming Lake and Chiung-Tso Monastery 1n which are enshrined many
Jife-sized Louhans.

This collection, mcomplete as 3t must be to poreray the scenic beauties
of southwest China, 15 an attempt to perpetuate the recollections of those
who have alrcady viaited the newly opened terntory and to give a sample
of the attractions in store for the prospective toursts from other parts
of the country or abroad.

In the compilanion of this collection, we arg very much indebted to
Mr. Chin-San Long, a well-known amateur photgrapher, for his gencrous
contributions which have greatly enhanced the contents of this volume.

E. L. Pan

Shanghai, October 1939
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SZECHUEN

Area—404,000 square kilometres Population—43,130,000
Provincial Capital—Chengtu

Szechuen, crowning the upper reaches of the Yangtze, is a vast basin surrounded
by mountain ranges, the Wauling, Lou Shan and Wumong ranges to the south, the
Ming Shan and the Tapa Shan to the north and the Chuinlai and the Taliang to
the west, The Yangtze is the principal stream, with che Heng, the Suyung, the
Ho and the Wu from the south and the Ming, the Tu and the Kialing from the
north as its tributaries.

Szechuen abounds in natural products. Vegetable wax, cane sugar, “Silver
Fungi,” bristle and medical herbs are the main agriculcural yields, and gold, copper
and well-salc are the chicf minceal exploitations.

Fine broad highways have replaced the dangerous passes of the old. Chengru
is the centre of more than 2,300 km. of highways leading to surrounding provinces.
The waterways navigable by steamers are from Lo Shan to the Three Gorges on the
Yangeze and from Chungking to Hochuen on the Kialing. Chungking, Chengtu,
Lo Shan, Iping and Lu Hsien arc air-route stations and have lincs connected with
northwest and southwest provinces and with Hongkong, Indo-China, Burma, Soviet
Russia and other parts of the world.

Chungking is the war-time capital. Wan Hsicn, Tping and Lu Hsien arc
commercial towns and Tse-Liu-Ching and Chienwei ate the largest salt centres,

Szechuen s nicknamed “the Paradise of China,” with inexhaustible natural
resources and man-power. The beauty of Omei and the grandeur of the Three
Gorges are covéred treasures of scenery lovers.



