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Questions for Self-understanding

Before you begin your reading course, think about how you read now. Circle

the point on the line which best describes your present reading habits and
interests.

1. Reading in your first language
a. Do you enjoy reading books and magazines in your first language?

| | | | |

very much somewhat not at all

b. How many minutes a day do you generally read?

lJ|I1J||§

240 210 180 150 120 90 60 30

c. In general, how fast do you think you read?

l | | |

faster than average slower than
average reading speed average

2. Reading in English
a. When you read an English passage, how much do you usually understand?

L L l |

100% 75% 50% 25% 0%
b. In general, how fast do you think you read in English?

L | | | |

faster than average slower than
average

average

c. What kinds of books and magazines do you want to read in English for your own
pleasure or information?
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I . Reading Passages

Expected Reading Time: 3’ 20"

Passage 1 Computers and Girls

10

15

20

25

The girls in this sixth grade class in East Palo Alto,
California, all have the same access to computers as @
boys. But researchers say, by the time they get to [ \, 3.
high school, they are victims of what the researchers call a major new
gender gap in technology.

Janice Weinman of the American Association of University Women
says, “Girls tend to be less comfortable than boys with the computer,
They use it more for word processing rather than for problem solving,
rather than to discover new ways in which to understand information.”

After re-examining a thousand studies, the American Association of
University Women researchers found that girls make up only a small
percentage of students in computer science classes. Girls consistently
rate themselves significantly lower than boys in their ability and
confidence in using computers. And they use computers less often than
boys outside the classroom.

The instructor of this computer lab says he's already noticed some
differences. Charles Cheadle of Cesar Chavez School says, “‘Boys are
not so afraid they might do something that will harm the computer,
whereas girls are afraid they might break it somehow.”

Six years ago, the software company Purple Moon ncticed that
girls’ computer usage was falling behind boys. Daren Gould says, “The
number one reason girls told us they don't like computer games is not
because they are too violent, or too competitive. Girls just said they’re
incredibly boring.”

Purple Moon says it found what girls want, characters they can
relate to and story lines relative to what's going on in their own lives.
Karen Gould of Purple Moon Software says, “What we definitely found
from girls is there is no intrinsic reason why they wouldn’t want to play
on a computer; it was just a content thing.”




30 The sponsor of the study says it all boils down to this, the
technology gender gap that separates the girls from the boys must be
closed if women are to compete effectively with men in the 21st century.

(332 words)
Reading Comprehension

1. According to the passage, girls would use the computer more
A. to play computer games
B. to find new ways to solve problems
C. to get access to the latest information
D. to do word processing
2. Numerous siudies showed that .
A. there are far fewer girls in computer science classes
B. girls occasionally feel inferior to boys in using computers
C. girls use computers more inside class than outside class
D. girls think highly of boys’ ability in computer science
3. According to the instructor of the computer lab, the difference between boys
and girls lies in that the former
A. are not afraid of tearing apart the computer
B. are more brave to exploit the computer
C. are more competitive in playing computer games
D. are interested in doing something to harm the computer
4. What does the pronoun “they” (Line 25) refer to?
A. software companies B. girls
C. computer games D. boys
5. The word “this” (Line 30) refer to the fact that .
A. effective competition between men and women will put an end to the
technology gender gap

B. the technology gender gap that distinguishes the girls from the boys must
come to an end

C. the study conducted can explain the technology gender gap more
scientifically

D. the awareness of the technology gender gap may lead to women's
willingness to compete with men
6. What can be inferred from the passage?

A. Even in primary school, girls are discriminated against by the researchers.

B. Girls are considered victims in the research of the new gender gap in
technology.

C. The research of the gender gap in using computers has been done in
different age groups.

D. Girls have the same right to use computers as boys by the time they get
to high school.
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Passage 2 Beauty May Become a Liability
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Beauty has always been regarded as something
praiseworthy. Almost everyone thinks attractive people
are happier and healthier, have better marriages and S
have more respectable occupations. Personal consuitants give them
better advice for finding jobs. Even judges are softer on attractive
defendants (# 4). But in the executive circle, beauty can become a
liability.

While attractiveness is a positive factor for a man on his way up the
executive ladder, it is harmful to a woman.

Handsome male executives were perceived as having more
integrity (iE &) than plainer men; effort and ability were thought to
account for their success.

Attractive female executives were considered to have less integrity
than unattractive ones; their success was attributed not to ability but to
factors such as luck.

All unattractive women executives were thought to have more
integrity and to be more capable than the attractive female executives.
Interestingly, though, the rise of the unattractive overnight succeeds.

Why are attractive women not thought to be able? An attractive
woman is perceived to be more feminine (X #7) and an attractive man
more masculine (Z £ %) than the less attractive ones. Thus, an
attractive woman has an advantage in traditionally female jobs, but an
attractive woman in a traditionally masculine position appears to lack
the “masculine” qualities required.

This is true even in politics. “When the only clue is how he or she
looks, people treat men and women differently,” says Anne Bowman,
who recently published a study on the effects of attractiveness on
political candidates. She asked 125 undergraduates to rank two groups
of photographs, one of men and one of women, in order of
attractiveness. Then the students were told the photographs were of
candidates for political offices. They were asked to rank them again, in
the order they would vote for them.




The results showed that attractive males utterly defeated
unattractive men, but the women who had been ranked most attractive
invariably (%4 #h#b) received the fewest votes.

(339 words)

Reading Comprehension

1.The purpose of the passage is to
A. give advice to job-seekers who are both attractive and unattractive

B. discuss the effect of appearance on job selection, especially in the
executive circle

C. discuss favorable factors to either men or women in job selection
D. emphasize the importance of appearance in job selection

2. islare considered to explain attractive female executives’
success.
A. Beauty B. Integrity
C. Factors such as luck D. Abilities

3. Why does an attractive woman have a disadvantage in a traditionally
masculine position?

A. Because she is thought to lack the required masculine qualities.
B. Because she is over-feminine.
C. Because she is perceived as lacking integrity.
D. Because she is considered as being incapable of the position.
4. Anne Bowman conducted her study to figure out
A. how attractiveness affects men and women differently
B. how people treat men and women differently
C. how attractiveness affects a political candidate’s performance
D. how students judge political candidates’ abilities by appearance
5. The result of Anne Bowman'’s study is that I
A. attractive males received less votes than the unattractive males
B. attractive males received more votes than the unattractive males
C. attractive females received more votes than the unattractive females
D. unattractive females received the most votes

It's never too late to learn.
"Don’t put off till tomorrow what should be done today.



Expected Reading Time: 3' 12"

Passage 3 Campaign Finance Reform
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One of the political issues we hear a lot about lately g
is campaign finance reform. The people who are calling
for reform usually want the government to pay for
campaigns and/or limit the amount of money that candidates and thelr
supporters can spend.

One reason that reform is called for is that it costs so much to run for
political office. Candidates have to spend a great deal of time and effort
raising money. The incumbents (those already in office) have less time
to do their jobs since they must attend so many fund raising events.
Another reason is the fear that candidates will be owned or controlied by
the “special interest groups” that contribute to their campaigns.
Sometimes this certainly seems to be the case.

On the other side are those who caution that just because you call
something “reform” doesn’t mean it's really better. They argue that our
right to freedom of speech is meaningless if the government can limit
anyone’s ability to get his or her message out to the people. If one
person or a group of people want to tell the public what they think about
an issue or candidate, they have to buy advertising on TV, radio, and in
newspapers and magazines. They might want to display billboards along
highways and banners on heavily trafficked web sites. All this costs a lot
of money.

Opponents of laws that regulate or limit spending say that you don't
really have freedom of speech or freedom of the press if you can't get
your message out. They say that in a democracy, the government
should never be able to regulate political discussion or the means to
distribute ideas. They believe that this is most important when the voters
are about to make decisions.

What do you think about this issue? Listen to what the candidates

for national office have to say. Which candidates make the most sense
to you?

(324 words)



Reading Comprehension

1.0ne of the reasons that people call for campaign finance reform is
that

A. running for political office costs too much

B. people think that the candidates should be controlled by “the special
interest groups”

C. the government itself can pay for campaigns
D. people can raise funds for campaigns
2. It can be inferred from the passage that if people want to make their
opinions kndwn to the public, they :
A. must gain the approval of the government
B. should let the government know
C. have to spend a lot of money on advertising
D. need not spend any money
3. According to the opponents of laws that regulate or limit spending, real
freedom of speech in a democracy means i
A. voters can express their ideas completely freely, without any regulation
from the government
B. voters can express their ideas relatively freely, with regulation from the
government when necessary
C. the government can regulate political discussion but not limit the means
to distribute messages

D. voters can express their ideas freely through means regulated by the

government
4. The writer of this article is possibly .
A. a lecturer B. an editor of a magazine
C. a political expert D. a host/hostess of a radio program

5. What will be most probably presented in the following part?
A. the readers’ points of view about campaign finance reform
B. the opinions of the candidates for national office about campaign finance
reform
C. the readers’ different opinions about various candidates
D. the candidates the readers may vote for

Angler: You've been watching me for three hours
now. Why don’t you try yourself?
Onlooker: | haven't got the patience.




Expected Reading Time: 3’ 20"

Passage 4 Who Really Survive?
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It is a curious fact that as we leave the most
impoverished (% B #) peoples of the world, where the
human being with his too few calories of energy e
scratches out for himself a bare subsistence (4 7 ), we find the
economic insecurity of the individual many times multiplied. The solitary
Eskimo, Bushman, Indonesian, Nigerian, left to his own devices, will
survive a considerable time. Living close to the soil or to their animal
prey, the peoples with the lowest standard of living in the world can
sustain their own lives, at least for a while, almost single-handed. With a
community numbering only a few hundred, they can live indefinitely.
Indeed, a very large percentage of the human race today lives in
precisely such fashion — in small, virtually self-contained (&L #9)
peasant communities which provide for their own survival with a
minimum of contact with the outside world. This large majority of
mankind suffers great poverty, but it also knows a certain economic
independence.

When we turn to the New Yorker or the Chicagoan, on the other
hand, we are struck by exactly the opposite condition, by a prevailing
ease of material life, coupled at the same time by an extreme
dependence of the individual in his search for the means of existence. In
the great metropolitan areas where most Americans live, we can no
longer imagine the solitary individual or the small community surviving,
short of robbing for food and necessities. The majority of Americans
have never grown food, caught game, raised meat, and ground grain
into flour. Faced with the challenge of clothing themselves or building
their own homes, they would be hopelessly untrained and unprepared.
Even to make minor repairs in the machines which surround them, they
must call on other members of the community whose business is to fix
cars, or to repair plumbing (i), or whatever. Perhaps, the richer the

nation, the more apparent is this inability of its average inhabitants to
survive unaided and alone.

(343 words)



Reading Comprehension

1. What is the main idea of the passage?
A. People have to rely on themselves in order to have a good living.
B. The richer people are, the less ability they have to survive all by
themselves.
C. People have to depend on each other to survive, especially in primitive
societies.
D. Modern people should be trained and prepared to live without the help of
others.
2. The phrase ‘left to his own devices” in (Line 6) most probably
means .
A. left alone to depend on themselves
B. left alone to make plans
C. left alone to invent new devices
D. left alone to live in solitary areas
3. It is most likely to find people like Robinson Crusoe
A. in great metropolitan area
B. in a large community
C. in modern America
D. near the North Pole
4. Which of the following can be inferred from the passage?
A. Modern American society is a self-contained society.
B. Division of labor improves efficiency.
C. The survival ability of a man is decided by the degree of his dependence
on others.
D. A person living in a small community may survive longer than one living
alone.
5. One can NOT make a living in modern America by
A. buying things one needs from stores
B. hiring the services of others
C. learning to do things all by oneself
D. robbing others of food and necessities

To accomplish something, the first person you have to
defeat is yourself.

The grass is greener on the other side of the hill.
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Passage 5 New York Times Wins Pulitzer
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The New York Times on Monday won a Pulitzer
Prize for its public service reporting on the aftermath
(J6 &) of the September 11 terrorist attacks in the
United States.

The Pulitzer Prize Board of Columbia University said that the
paper's special section, “A Nation Challenged”, “coherently and
comprehensively covered the tragic events, profiled the victims and
tracked the developing story, locally and globally”.

The Pulitzer awards, established in his will by early 20th century
publisher Joseph Pulitzer, are handed out annually in the categories of
print journalism, literature and music.

They are the most prestigious (# # £ #9) awards in American
journalism and letters.

American novelist Richard Russo won for “ Empire Falls”. The
playwriting award went to Susan-Lori Parks for her play
“Topdog/Underdog”, and “ Practical Gods” by Carl Dennis won for poetry.

The prize for general non-fiction went to Diane McWhorter, author
of “ Carry me home: Birmingham, Alabama, the climactic battle of the
civil rights revolution”.

In music, the composition “ Ice Field” by Henry Brant was honored.

The Times, widely considered the best newspaper in the United
States, likely benefited from its proximity to the World Trade Center
wreckage. It also won the prize for explanatory reporting.

The Times won in the breaking news photography category for its
coverage of the terrorist attack on New York City and its aftermath.

The Wall Street Journal won the prize for breaking news reporting
on the terrorist attack.

The Washington Post won a Pulitzer for its series that exposed the
role that the local government in the District of Colombia, the U.S.
capital city, played in the deaths of 229 children under its protective
care between 1993 and 2000.

Barry Siegel of the Los Angeles Times won for feature writing, for

9



