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‘New York City is not America,® That’s what kind
American friends are sure to®@tell you when you arrive.
‘You must see Boston, visit Niagara Falls, go to Vir-
ginia, fly down to Florida,” and so on, but first, of
course, you will want to see New York, It is not the
capital city of the United States (that is Washington,
D.C., where the President lives) or even the capital
city of New York State (that is Albany), but many
people call it ‘the greatest city on earth’,

The five parts, or boroughs, of New York City are
Manhattan, Queens, Bronx, Richmond and Brooklyn,
Although Manhattan is not all of New York, it is the
heart of the city. It is an island, which is only about
13 miles long and 2 miles wide, From the air its shape
looks like a long finger,and from the sea it's just like
the picture we all know., Those tall,straight buildings
—the skyscrapers—packed so close together on that
island of rock are sometimes seen in the distance®
through a veil of early morning mist, You have
imagined it so often that now it’s difficult to believe
this beautiful sight is real, and unless your heart is
as hard as stone, excitement will make it beat a little
faster, Perhaps ‘greatest’, “tallest’,“longest’ , ‘biggest’,

@ be sure to, HE, —F @ in the distance, &Lk
4



“AATHRREEE, ” IERGOOEEANELEKE
MAAREESERHRN. “RENFRELE FERELM
B, DB FREEE, RNEBIEIEE, ” $%,
Ad, FHRGELCEREAY. AARREXENWER (K
AR (FRLERFK) , BEREEEIL), EBEHARE
AHAMOER (ERARRER) , BREARKEE “H#RF
B—KHH" o

AAHATROEAN S, REMEMTHE, HBEE. B,
MBS, BLHAHAEA. ARSRTAS TR MY,
ERPRA/TOPL, BEGERESY, NEHZHEK, HHE
BE. NZH3E, RERR-ITKENTFH: NSLE, BE
RRMOAABBRBORMEE. BRHLEETEXEE S L
OMEBR BEHORAY — BRB—F R A BN ¥
REENESEARD, FEELXBRIZ—RR, Wik
AEUMEXEWOREEREY, BREREEALE, &
W, FOLEEAXEWBHBESR. ©F, “BHEAW” .
“REKT . CBREKERT . ‘BRMT . “BIIRR” X
RERHGEAAT OEMRITREFRE BN —RFR,




‘hrighicst?, are the words you will find most often in
the city ¢uide books,

On Manhattan are some of the most wonderf{ul
sights in the New World, as great and splendid as any
of those in the Old World, Which is the easiest way
to see them? First, get a map of New York City.
These maps arce often supplied free at petrol stations
(called gas stations here)and tourist offices, Of course,
you can take a bus tour but a better way to sce the
sights is to walk, and you’ll walk with your head
thrown back so that you can look upQat the tall buildings
rising like steep cliffs on either side of the street. [t’s
not easy to get lost,@ The streets of New York form
squares called ‘blocks’, If you ask the way you may
get the reply ‘Go four blocks East and then turnleft,’
or ‘It’s at the end of the block,” Nearly all the
streets are in straight lines, running from East to West,
Those running from North to South are called avenues.
Most of the avenues and streets have only numbers but
there are a few which have names, for example, be-
tween Third Avenue and Fourth Avenue there is an
avenue called Lexington; the upper part of Fourth
Avenue is called Park Avenue; and between Park
Avenue and ¥ifth Avenue is Madison Avenue. And
Broadway, which is the centre of the worlds of the
theatre, music and cinema, and which is known as®
the Great White Way, runs for nearly the whole
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length of the island, It seems that New Yorkers
don’t want to make things too easy
Walk along the famous Fifth Avenue,which is the

dividing line between East and West in Manhattan,
and you’ll come to the Empire State Building, the
tallest in the world. One of the many lifts (Americans
call lifts ‘elevators’) will carry you smoothly and
speedily to the 86th floor, Step out and you are 1,250
feet above the ground. From here they say it’s possi-
ble to see an area in which one in ten®of all the peo-
ple in America live, You can go even higher to the
102nd floor, over 1,400 feet, and from there you can
look down on the other huge skyscrapers, the United
Nations buildings (one of them like a huge matchbox
standing up beside the East River), the Statue of Lib-
erty in the harbour, Broadway the longest street in
the world but not the straightest) and the great
ships in the world’s biggest ports On some days you
may have the strange experience of looking straight down
on the clouds. As the elevator goes down it drops sud-
denly, like a stone, Your stomach may seem to turn
over@and your ears go ‘pop’ as they often do when
you’re landing in an aeroplane, Go up again at night
and see the millions of lighted windows and electric
signs everywhere you look, It’s a sight you’ll never
forget,

Not far away, also on Fifth Avenue, there’s a city
inside a city, the Rockefeller Center, where more than
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30,000 people spend their working days in offices, It’s
& big group of fifteen huge stone skyscrapers which
are full of@surprisess It’s a surprise to look down
from a great hcight on a large cathedral (this is Saint
Patrick’s, built in the Gothic style) . It’s a surprise
to see beautiful gardens on the roof tops. Here, among
the offices of big businesses, is Radio City Music
Hall, the world’s largest theatre, with seats for
more than 6,000 people. Guides will take you to the
top of the buildings and all round the Center, They’ll
show you some of the fine paintings and sculpture,
You’ll probably meet a party of friendly American
tourists and it may seem strange to you that many are
seeing their own great city for the first time, They
have travelled perhaps from the Deep South or Middle
West, Some may have come as far .as visitors from
Europe. You won’t feel you’re alone. Everyone talks,
and there will certainly be someone who speaks your
language because many Americans were foreigners be-
fore they became Americans, More British people live
in New York than in the British town called Brighton,
There are as many Irish people as in Dublin, more
Germans than in Cologne, more Austrians than in
Salzburg,more Russians than in Kiev,more Italians than
in Naples, There are probably people from every
country in the world living in New York City, If they
obey the laws of the United States, they can live ex-
actly as they choose, Many of them still follow the
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customs of their home country and still cook the kind
of food they cooked there,

About a hundred years ago the famous English
writer Charles Dickens said after visiting America,
‘New York gets newer every day,” How right he was)
Every day buildings are knocked down® to make space
for new ones, Only a few of the ‘sights’ have been
mentioned here., In a short time it is not possible to
see everything, One morning you’ll wake up and feel
too tired for another day’s sightseeing This is the time
to visit some of New York’s seaside playgrounds,
Jones Beach is about an hour from New York City, Here
you can enjoy a swim and lie in the sun——and the
sun here can be very very hot, Another place not far
from New York is Coney Island, where you can enjoy
yoursel{@in a huge seaside fairground, There are also
many interesting tours in New York State, Ask about
these at the travel agent’s,

I’s a good idea to take the 5-mile boat trip to
Staten Island where you will pass the world-famous
Statue of Liberty in the harbour and get a wonderful
view of the Manhattan skyline, There are also boats
which make journeys around the island, It takes about
three hours, You’ll see dozens of interesting things
and pass under the fine bridges over the Hudson and
East Rivers, The guide talks all the time, He’s used
to showing and describing the famous sights of the
‘greatest city on earth’,
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