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On Complex Houses
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M Li Shihong

Many books are available involved on household decorations, but
less in the form of special issue on complex residential space. Nanhai
Publishing Company presents the book--The Expressions of Com-
plex Houses, which will be a good reference book both for profes-
sionals or common people as well. The knowledge about household
decorations is generally focused on the methods of decoration, de-
signing styles, application of materials and space arrangements. Here,
the author will also make some remarks on the relevant knowledge

about complex residential space as a preface of this book.

The complex house is an ideal kind of high-grade houses at the level
of between common houses and villas. With the progress in people's
life standard, the common residential space is no longer the only
need of people’ living, and the villas, due to its expensiveness, makes
it impossible to occupy much market share. Therefore, the complex
house, which is a breakthrough of the form of common houses, not
only enables people to pursue more diversity at the level of space

division, but sets it apart in grade from common houses, thus it is

born an eye-catcher by some middle-class people.
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Usually, the complex house has following forms:

Single Floor Complex: It is not a two-floor space but with a
larger floor height, which can be divided into two floors partially
with higher space part as public spaces such as living room. This
form is derived from its original structure, a small part of it is built
with old houses, since the old house has larger storey height, but the

new ones lower).

Double-floor or Multiple-floor Complex: originally the
house has a space of two or more floors (the latter is few found). In
this form, stairs are usually ready to connect upper and lower floors
by developers in construction, but some are remolded by the owner
after their purchasing of two flats with same position on the two

floors.

Duplex house: The heights of the residential space in the same
flat are intersected, the height of lower ceiling is higher than that of
higher ceiling. This kind of house has not only the height changes of
the single floor complex, but also decreases the area waste and the

activity inconvenience.

All the complex houses are equipped with staircases with at least
6~10 square meters idle space under them, but it's an ideal place for
internal landscaping arrangement. When designing, it's appropriate
to incorporate the staircases into eyeshot, because the staircases (let
alone the view under stairs) are the ideal decoration due to its spatial
effect and the center of the whole eyeshot of space, so the signifi-
cance of design speaks for itself. It's a pity that the stairs are de-
signed to be an enclosed stair room in some buildings, the special

visual effect that the complex house deserve would be lost if floor-
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slabs are added to it concretely, here it has to resort the decoration

methods for reconstruction and making up.

The space of complex house is rich in its third dimension, with a
larger area, leaving more space for imagining. For example, the
staircases, the sharing space of stair room, the rails and the front
door, they are more capable of presenting decoration level, inspir-
ing the originality of designers and more leeway for layout compar-

ing with common houses.

Because of its larger area, the different spaces should be arranged
with different functions. For instance, the separate dressing room,
audio-visual room, study, etc should depend on the demands of the
owners. The common features of all complex houses are reflected in
the sharing spaces, staircases, landscapes, combination of motion

and stillness as well as good privacy.

The ideal complex house should have a hollow design, where forms
a sharing public space between the first floor of public space and the
second one with an opener, comfortable visual effect, a more defi-
nite space division and a splendid appearance. Generally, a public
or subordinate space is designed for the first floor, such as living
room, dining room and maid room, etc, while the second floor can
be used for abovestairs, study and subsidiary bedroom, in this way,

the spaces are divided distinctly ensuring privacy.

In addition, a big terrace should also be designed. The structure with
an air garden on the roof or with a sloped roof can be designed into

an attic. The sloped ceiling of the attic adds much leisure atmosphere

to the household, with a pastoralism in it.
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The weakness of complex house is the inconvenience for the old,
particularly the space of less area would result in the design of
confined staircases and steps for compactness or full use of the

space.

In respect of illumination, the main light source, point light source
and artistic point light source shall be given more attention to in
design. The main light source serves the integral illuminative
function, the circuit control should be designed in the main light
source in the central hall, which can be switched on or off on both
floors; and the artistic light source serves a decorating function
and meanwhile leading the connection of upper and lower spaces,

thus shaping a natural continuance visually.

A home is like clothes to people, telling the personality and tastes
of its master silently. It is a living place with various functions.
The Expressions of Complex House is not the only choice and
does not substitute others either, it is the different expressions of

many individual parts in the same space and time.
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Member of the Interior Design Branch of China Architecture

Association, director of Shantou Decoration Association

In 1997, as Design Director of Jianhua International Decoration
Engineering Co. , Ltd of Shantou Special Zone

In 2002, founded Shantou Yizhi Environmental Art Design Co., Ltd.
Li's works are mainly project decorations, involving hotel, office

and exhibition spaces. Li is an active participant of the residential

space design and the entrant and prizewinner of many national

competitions.



o ) de

E BH K 5 - i % 3k

Sunnybay - Seaside City
WAL RYEINEG TRARS RS
& it U
BT B gk EHRER: 243m°
MIEM: RYEINEGTRANE RIS
FKIEME: XER. HB AbME

Z*&  Frontroom

1.
Design Institution : 2nd Design Office of Shenzhen 2.#5[T  Dining room
Overseas Decoration Engineering Company 3.l Kltt_:hen
- - v 4.BMEE  Children's room
Architect: Hu Yanli % 5.2fT  Living room
Drawn By: Cao Bo Floor area : 243m- 6.[86  Balcony
Constructed by : 2nd Design Office of Shenzhen —E¥ER 1F plan view 7. T A Worker's room

. R R 3. D4E Toilet
Overseas Decoration Engineering Company

Decoration materials : marble. carpet. and timber, etc.

ARKIB IS AR, PR, HIE. Pl iR KRR R SR, TR i Heffi, 1BRIFBA
9 SEIR AU, 50 1A S e FLAS 2K 3 R 4 TR A B A0 s 5k B
With the application of modern British styles, this design features magnificence, regularity, and solemnity. By adopting a large number of

British-style silverware, gilded leather chairs, ceramics, decorative cloth, and table cloth and pursuing an open British ambience, the architect

succeeds in creating a upscale, elegant residential environment with uniquely British romantic sentiments.
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1. 2T £Z Top of living room
2.#CBZE Sitting room
3.FBEME Master's bedroom
4.BME  Bedroom

5. D@ Toilet

6.7%#8/8 Changing room

“E¥®EB 2F plan view
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