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1 Harry Houdini. the Man of Many Seecrets

AR L - e

Harry Houdini was one of the greatest American entertainers? in

the theater this century. He was a man famous for his escapes —from
prison cells®, from wooden boxes floating in rivers, from locked
tanks® full of water. He appeared in theaters all over Europe and
America. Crowds came to see the great Houdini and his “magic”
tricks® .

Of course, his secret was not magic, or supematural© powers. It
was simply strength. He had the ability to move his toes as well as he
moved his fingers. He could move his body into almost any position he
wanted.

Houdini started working in the entertainment world when he was
17, in 1891. He and his brother Theo performed card tricks in a club
in New York. They called themselves the Houdini Brothers. When
Harry married in 1894, he and his wife Bess worked together as magi-
cian and assistant. But for a long time they were not very successful.
Then Harry performed his first prison escape, in Chicago in 1898.
Harry persuaded© a detective to let him try to escape from the prison,
and he invited the local newspaper-men to watch.

It was the publicity that came from this that started Harry
Houdini’s success. Harry had fingers trained to escape from handcuﬁs®
and toes trained to escape from ankle chains. But his biggest secret was
how he unlocked the prison doors. Every time he went into the prison
cell, Bess gave him a kiss for good luck—and a small skeleton key ,
which is a key that fits many locks, pass quickly from her mouth to
his.

Harry used these prison escapes to build his fame. He arranged to
escape from the local prison of every town he visited. In the afternoon,

the people of the town would read about it in their local newspapers,
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and in the evening every seat in the local theater would be full. What

was the result? Worldwide fame, and a name remembered today.

“ (hoose the best answer to the following questions .

1. Harry Houdini was a famous -
A. actor B. prisoner
C. card trick player D. magician
2. When did Houdini begin to perform his frist prison escape?
A. 1891 B. 1894
C. 1898 D. He was 17 years old.
3. What strengh had Houdini got?
A. He could move his body into any position.
B. He had magic powers.
C. He had supernatural powers.
D. He could do many card tricks.
4. How could Houdini unlock the prison doors?
A. He had fingers trained to open the door.
B. He had toes trained to open the door.
C. His wife passed him a key secretly.
D. He persuaded a detective to help him.

2 Vieolin Prodigies
AN SN

Violin prodigies, 1 learned, have come in distinct® waves from @ 449
distinct regions. Most of the great performers in the late 19th and early
20th centuries were born and brought up in Russia and Eastern Europe.
I asked Isaac Stern, one of the world’s greatest violinist the reason for
this phenomenon®. “1t is very clear,” he told me. “They were all @ A%
Jews® and Jews at the time were severely oppressed® and ill-treated in @ #AA
that part of the world. They were not allowed into the professional @ /&i&, /%4
fields, but they were allowed to achieve excellence on a concert® © FH4(#)
stage. ” As a result, every Jewish parent’s dream was to have a child in
the music school because it was a passport to the West.

Another element in the emergence® of prodigies, I found, is a © &3, HM

society that values excellence in a certain field to nurture® talent. @ %%
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Nowadays, the most nurturing societies seem to be in the Far East. “In
Japan, a most competitive society , with stronger discipline than ours,”
says Isaac Stern. Children are ready to test their limits every day in
many fields, including music. When western music came to Japan after
World War 1[I, that music not only became part of their daily lives,
but it became a discipline as well. The Koreans and Chinese as we
know, are just as highly motivated® as the Japanese.

That’s a good thing, because even prodigies must work hard.
Next to hard work, biological inheritance® plays an important role in
the making of a prodigy. J. S. Bach, for example, was the top of
several generations of musicians, and four of his sons had signiﬁcam(TQ

careers in music.
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I. In the late 19th and early 20th centuries, many violin prodigies
A. went to Russia and Eastern Europe
B. came from Russia and Eastern Europe
C. became famous in Russia and Eastern Europe

D. studied in Western countries

2. There were some reasons that made Jewish children to study in the music school, but one is

NOT true.
A. They wanted to go to the West.
B. They were not allowed into the professional fields.
C. They were more talented than other children in the music.
D. They were allowed to achieve excellence in the music.
3. Now in the Far East, many children study music because
A. they lived in a competitive society
B. they liked to test their limits every day
C. they were interested in the music

D. their parents wanted to discipline them

4. Besides working hard, 1s important to be a prodigy.
A. education B. society
C. parents’ thought D. biological inheritance
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3 General Tom Thumb *
8% & i

When Charles Stratton was five, he stopped growing. His mother @ 4%, sbAL# A “ 48 4%
took him to see the famous showman®, P. T. Barnum. Mr Barnum R HE, &N

thought a small person would be the perfect addition® to his show. He CHBAT
hired Charles’ parents along with him, and they traveled the world @ kA
@ Wit

together.
He gave the two-foot-tall Charles a new name, General Tom
Thumb. He taught Tom how to sing, dance, act and tell jokes. When
he felt Tom was ready to perform on stage, he made up ads. To stir
up@ great interest, he said that Tom was eleven years old and had @ ##&
come from England.
During the show, Tom fought battles pretendedly® with tall peo- ® 3%
ple. He also danced upon a wooden plate held by a person who was
eight feet tall.
Tom’s act was very popular and brought in a lot of money. By the
time Tom was an adult, he had grown very rich. He had become a
millionaire at the age of twenty-five.
Fortunately for Tom, Mr. Bamnum added more little people to his
show, and Tom became lucky in love as well. One of the little people
was Lavinia Warren, a school teacher. Tom was able to win her love .
and they married.
The ceremony@ and reception were the talk of the town. They ® &#
were attended by many rich and famous people and by about two thou-
sand guests. Crowds filled the streets of New York to have a look at
their tiny® wedding carriage. The couple even met with President @ «I°89,#5% &
Abraham Lincoln during their honeymoon, just before going to live in
Tom’s house in Connecticut.
Their wedding, which took place during the Civil War, provided
a welcome escape from the sad problems of war. Not willing to let this
bit of sunshine fade , communities throughout the country sponsored® K
“Tom Thumb” weddings. In these weddings, small boys and girls, all @ %4, #

dressed up, went through marriage ceremony for fun.
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1. Charles’ mother took him to see Mr. Barnum and
A. wanted him to look after her son B. hoped her son grow high

C. hoped her son get a job D. hoped to make money

2. Mr. Barnum gave Charles a new name, General Tom Thumb, because
A. Charles looked like a thumb B. Charles was very short
C. this was a popular name D. Mr. Barnum liked the name

3. One of the following was not Charles’ job.
A. Fight “battles” with tall people B. Dance upon a wooden plate
C. Perform on stage D. Make up ads
4. Charles’ wedding attracted people’s attention because
A. they wanted to escape from the sad problems of war
B. it was a ceremony for fun
C. the president attended the wedding
D. they wanted to have a look at the two little people

4 A Leving “ Detective’

A few years ago, I found a wallet by chance in the street and
picked it up. In the wallet there were only three dollars and a letter that
looked as if it had been carried around for years. I opened the letter
and saw it had been written almost 60 years ago, and was signed® (OF ¥4
Hannal. It was written to Michael.

I read it carefully, hoping to find some clue® of the wallet’s own- @ ##&
er. I called information to find the phone number for the address shown
on the letter. The operator told me that a woman named Alice knew @ % i
Hannal who, perhaps was the person 1 wanted. I phoned Alice and was
told that Hannal was now living in a nursing house®. So I went there @ # 28,5 A5
to see her without delay. Hannal was a sweet, elderly person with a
warm smile and friendly eyes. I told her about finding the wallet and
showed her the letter. She said she had loved Michael very much, and
for him, she never did marry.

I took the lift® to the ground floor. At the door I talked with the & &4
guard and showed him the wallet. To my pleasant surprise, he said he
was sure it was Michael’s, and he was on the third floor of the same

5

itk
.

TR



"2"»&»’ FOREE % B R (F )
building.

When Michael saw the wallet he smiled and said it was his. I told
him about the wallet, the letter and Hannal herself. He grew pale and
asked eagerly where and how she was. He said he had always loved
Hannal and never married either.

The three of us took the lift to the fifth floor. We walked into a
room where Hannal was watching TV. The guard went over to her,
pointing to Michael, and asked if she remembered the man. She
looked for a moment, but didn’t say a word. After a long while, the
two of them embraced® , held hands and started to talk. ©® #

Three weeks later, Hannal and Michael held their wedding, with

all the people at the nursing home joining the celebration.

1. Who wrote the letter sixty years ago in the story?
A. Hannal B. Michael C. Alice D. The story teller
2. The writer found Hannal by

A. visiting her friends B. asking a guard
C. reading newspapers D. calling
3. The writer found the Michael by
A. asking Hannal B. asking a guard
C. asking a nurse D. looking for him in the nursing building

4. Hannal never did marry because :
A. she didn’t know where Michael lived
B. she didn’t know if Michael loved her or not
C. she loved Michael very much
D. Both B and C



5 A Broken Vase
— B %R
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This is an old story about a poor young man who was in love with
a rich beautiful girl.

They both lived in London. The girl’s house, a big comfortable
house, was situated? in a quiet street near an old park. The young
man lived on the outskirts© of the city in an old wooden hut near the
docks®.

One day the girl invited the young man to come to dinner on her
birthday. The young man wanted to make her a present. He wanted to
buy something beautiful for her, but he did not know how to do it, as
he had little money.

The next morning he went to a shop. There were many fine things
there; rings, watches and what not®.

But all of them were very expensive. Then he saw a vase, it was
so beautiful that he could not take his eyes off. That was a good pres-
ent for his sweetheart, but it was also rather expensive.

As he was looking at the vase for about half an hour, the manager
of the shop had noticed him. The young man looked so pale©, sad
and unhappy that the manager understood everything and decided to
help him. He showed the young man another vase broken into many
pieces and said:

“I shall order my servant to pack© it and take it to your sweet-
heart. When he enters the house he will fall down and drop it. The girl
will think that the servant broke the vase. ”

On the birthday the servant came to the gril’s house and fell down
as soon as he entered the room full of people. There was horror on the

faces of the guests, the girl began to cry. But when she unpacked the
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vase everybody saw that each piece was packed separately(:-’.
And that was the end of the young man’s love.
=)

Agatha Chritie went out at night. She never forgot the night when
she met a robber many many years ago.

That evening, she was invited to a birthday party which lasted un-
til 2 o’clock in the morning. Without company Agatha walked home
along the quiet street.

Suddenly from the shadow of a dark building a tall man with a
sharp knife in his right hand ran out at her. “Good moming, lady,”
the man said in a cool voice, “I don't think you wish to die here. ”

“What do you want?” Agatha asked.

“Your earings‘@. Take them off!” Agatha’s knitted brows® be-
came smooth. She tried to cover her necklace® with the collar of her
overcoat while she used the other hand to take off both of her earings,
and then threw them on the ground.

“Take them and let me go,” she said. The robber looked at her
feeling uncertain. He saw the girl didn’t care for the earings at all, on-
ly trying to protect the necklace. He realized the necklace would cost
much more, so he said, “Give me your necklace. ”

“Oh, sir. It’s not worth much. Please let me keep it. ”

“Stop talking rubbish. Quick!”

With shaky hands, Agatha took off her necklace. As soon as the
robber disappeared, she picked up her earings and ran as fast as she
could to one of her friends.

The earings cost 480 pounds and the necklace the robber had taken
away cost only 6 pounds 10 shillings.

&
© EWE &
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1. What was the mistake about the vase?

A. It was broken by the servant.
B. Each piece of the vase was packed separately.
C. It was packed neatly.
D. It was broken and frighened the girl.
2. Who made the mistake?
A. The manager of the shop B. The servant
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C. The young man D. The girl
3. In Passage Two, why did Agatha cover her necklace with the collar of her overcoat?
A. She felt cold.
B. She was afraid that the robber would touch her.
C. The necklace cost much more.
D. She wanted to cheat the robber.
4. Why did the robber think that the earings were not worth much?
A. They were small. B. They looked old.
C. Agatha didn’t care for them at all. D. They were broken on the ground.

6 Changed Lives
B % AN &

In 1921, Lewis Lawes became the warden® at Sing Sing Prison. © #®E
No prison was tougher than Sing Sing during that time. But when
Warden Lawes retired some 20 years later, that prison had become a
humanitarian® institution. Those who studied the system said credit® @ AK A, S
for the change belonged to Lawes. But when he was asked about the @ %4#,%%
1raanormation@ , here’s what he said: “1 owe it all to my wonderful @ # %, 34t
wife, Catherine, who is buried outside the prison walls. ”
Catherine Lawes was a young mother with three small children
when her husband became the warden. Everybody warned her from the
beginning that she should never set foot inside the prison walls, but
that didn’t stop Catherine! When the first prison basketball game was
held, she went. .. walking into the gym© with her three beautiful kids ® #%¥#4%
and she sat in the stands with the inmares®©. ©® ER.,HHbEH
Her attitude was: “My husband and I are going to take care of these
men and I believe they will take care of me! I don’t have to worry!”
She insisted on getting acquainted with® them and their records. @ kit T #( XA)
She discovered one convicted murderer was blind so she paid him a vis-
it. Holding his hand in hers she said, “Do you read Braille®7” FRARL
“What’s Braille?” he asked. Then she taught him how to read.
Years later he would weep in love for her.
Later, Catherine found a deaf-mute® in prison. She went to @ ®<E#
school to learn how to use sign language®. Many said that Catherine ®© F#-&
Lawes was the body of Jesus® that came alive again in Sing Sing from @ &
1921 to 1937.
Then, she was killed in a car accident. The next morning Lewis




