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DAMON AND PYTHIAS

(Pythias has been taken in war by King Dionysius.
Damon, a friend of Pythias, has begged jor the life
of Pythias, but Divnysius hus refused to chonge his
mind. He has said again that Pythias niust diel)

I. Before King Dionysius
Pythigs. 1 do not fcar death, King Dionysius,
but béfore 1 die, { wish 10 a5k a favor.

mesms To those about to die the gods may
be generous, and so may kings.:

Fyithigs, 1 desire to be:permitted: to visit . my
faim.ly ONCe, - MOrE; ‘before 1 die. . For the sake of
oy loyed; ones, ,&L alits, - o

Dionysiys. But:you live & long way from here,’
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Pythias. Do you spppose for one minute that I’)l
let you leave my country? No, young man, I
can’t trust you. If I let you go, I'd probably
never see you - again.

Pythias. I’'m willing to swear on my word of
honor to return and give myself into your power
again.

Dionysius. What is the worth of a promise given
by an enemy? As long as you are here, I know
where you are.

Damon. May I speak, O Dionysius? - Will you
let my friend go if 1 take his place until he returns?

Dionysius. How do you know that he’ll return,
young man? [ advise you to think carefully before
you say this. ‘

Damon. If Pythias gives you his word that he
will return, I shall be quite safe, Lecause Pythias
is a man who never breaks his sworn promise.

Dionysius. 1f he failed to return, would you be
willing to die instead of him? You must under-
stand .that Dionysius also i$ a man who keeps his
word. If Pythias failed to return, F'd most certainly
see to it that you died i his place. You clearly
understand this, don’t’ you?

:Bamon. 1 do. If Pythias Has not returried in
three ‘weeks! time, théxi I will die in his place. -

Dionysius. 1I'm surprised to find a fran willinig
to die for afnend. Pythias, you may gohomc
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if you desire, but you understand the condition,
Do you promise that you will return in three
weeks’ time?

Pythias. 1 promise, King Dionysius. Oh, Damon;
how can I thank you for your kindness? You have
my word as a gentleman; I shall be back within
three weeks so that you may be freed.

2. Three Weeks Later
{Damon is standing before Dionysius.)
Dionysius. Well, young man, where’s your friend,
Pythias?
Damon. 1 don’t know, but I can say this, if he’s
alive, he’s coming here as fast as he can.
Dionysius. So you still trust him.
Damon. 1 do, just as much as ever.
Dionysius. Even when you know that. tomorrow
you must die if he hasn’t returned?
Damon. Even then. Something unexpected has
happened to prevent him from coming.
Dionysius. He probably cares more for his own
life than for your life, young man. 1'm sorry, but
tomorrow you must die. '
" (A soldier enters and speaks to Dionysius.) -
Seldier. Sir, there’s a man outside who wishes
to see you at once.
Dionysius. Very well; send him. in.
(The door opens and: Pythias enters.) -
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Damon. Pythias! My dear {riend! \
Dionysius. Pythias! You're the last man I ex-
Fected to see.

Pythigs. Sir, I'm sorry I have been so long re-
turning. I simply wasn’t able to arrive sooner.

Dionysius. 1 thought I.had secn the last of you,
young .man. I was just wlling Damon that be
must be prepared io die in ywur place tomorrow.
What prevented you from coming?

Pyifiias, There have been great storms at sea
which made it impossible for my ship to arrive
before today. - 1 fear that you may have suffered
on my account, dear Dameém:” 1 really should: not
have let you-take ‘my place. ,

Dymon. Pythizs, I never believed for one mlinuie
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that you wouldn’t return.  King Dionysius can tell
you that I trusted you fully. Haven’t we been
friends since we were at school together?

Pythias. But ncver before have 1 known your
worth, 1Jamon.

Dionysius. Such great iricnds arc scldom seen
in these days. Its a strangc sight for a king to
see sincerc people who can be trusted with life
and death. Pythias, if you'll give me your word
as a gentleman not to fight or speak against my
kingdom, I'm willing to pardon you ant give you
your frecdom.

Pythias. 1 had not hoped for life, King Dio-
nysius, I willingly swear to keep the peace.

Dionysius. You are free, voung men, both of you.
It’s a fine thing to see young men of your kind, one
ready to die for his friend, the other brave enough
to rcturn 1o what he thought was certain death.

Pythias. Y'm truly thankful to you, King Diony-
stus, for your kindness.

Dionysius. 1 would give all I have in the world
to know that I had such 2 sincere truc friend as
yours, Pythias.



THE SWORD OF DAMOCLES

(Dionysius, a powerful and at times cruel Greek king,
was greatly hated by some of his people. He is talking
with Damocles, one of his followers and friends.)

1. In the *Palace Garden

Damocles. What a happy man you must be,
Dionystus! You have everything that a man could
want. It must be very pleasant to be a king.

Dionj;sz'us. Ah, my friend, because I have riches
and live in a palace, you think I must be a happy
man. Well, kings are not always happy, let me
tell you.

Damocles. Why not? You have no money wor-
ries, you are waited on by as many servants as you
desire, you ride the finest horses, you eat the best
foods, and you wear clothes that are the best that
money can buy. What more could anyone desire?

Dionysius. You have never been a king, Damocles.
How little you understand the life that a king must
live! Would you like to change places with me
for one day, my friend?

Damocles. Certainly 1 would! Who wouldn’t
be a king if he could, even for a day? What a
wonderful time I°d have! A king for a day!
But of course I understand it’s quite impossible
for me to take your place.
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Dionysius. Not at all. You shall be king for a
~day. Tomorrow I’ll be just one of the common
people and Damocles shall be king.

2, - In the Patace

(Damocles is seen sitting tn the King's place at a long
table, eating his dinner, with servants waiting on
him. Dionysius is seated on one side taking a quiet
interest in the wav Damocles is ruling his followers)
Damocles. What wonderful food! I've never

eaten anything so good before. - And to think that

you have this every day!

Dionysius. Yes, every day, And oh how tired
of it I become'

Damocles. And every day all these servants
wait on you. You never had to do anything for
yourself, did you, Dionysius?

Dionysius. 1 had to think for myself,. Damocles;
that’s about all. I have not as yet found followers
who could do my thinking for me. And so you
like 10 have people always ready to serve you,
Damocles? But there would come a time when
Feople would tire you; you would come to hate
these people always around you or befare you or
behind you so that you might never pe alone.
Even at night in your slcep you would d¥eam of
the thousands of people from whom you might
never be free. Alone and yet not alone! At last
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their worries and troubles would become so much
a part of you that you would come to understand
that a king and his kingdom are one,

Damocles. 1 don’t agree with you.  Parden e,
Dionysius, but 1 think your trouhles are really in
your mind. Why should you worry about what

the common people arc thinking? Aren’t there
soldiers to watch over you night and day? Being
perfectly safe; you should lhve as you please.
Dionysius. 1 suppose you think you are perfectly
safe now, my (riend? '
Damocles.” 1've never {elt safer in my 1ife.
Dionysius. Look above vour head, Damocles,
and see if you are quite as safe as you thought.
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Damocles (looks up). What! A *sword over my
head?

Dionysius. Yes, a heavy sword, and it's kept
from falling by a single horse-hair. Now, do you
feel safe? .

Damocles. Suppose the sword should cut through
the hair? Or suppose the hair should break?

Dionysins. In either case, Damocles, the sword
would kill you. No, don’t move. 1 desire you to
stay where you are as long as you wish to be king.

Dawmocles.  But why is the sword there? Why
doesn’t someone take it away?

Dionysius. 1 want you to know what it feels
iKe to be in danger every minute of your life.
Wherever 1 go, I have the sword of somebody’s
hate held over my head. A king cannot please
all his people. At any time I may lose my life.
Now, Damocles, do you still wish to be king?

Damocles. INo, Dionysius, not even for a day.
I scc my mistake. Kings are neither so happy
nor so safe as they seem. -

Dionysivs. Then you don't wish to change places
with me and live in this splendid palace?

Damocles, No, indecd! In future I shall be
perfectly satished with my little home in the
mountains.

Dionysiys. Ah, my friend, I thought you would
say that.
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THE STORY OI' ANTIGONE

(This is one of the very old stories of Greece, which
have been told and sung through hundreds of years.
It is a siory of a daughter's lové for her old father,
and of a sister’s love for her brotler)

1. King Oedipus and Antigone

King Oecdipus of Thehes, {earing the gods be-
cause he had not led a good life, put out his own
eyes, and left Thebes to wander in other parts of
Greece. His son Eteocles became ruler of Thebes
in his place. His daughtcr, Antigone, might have
remained in Thebes, but her love for her father
made her leave Thehes with him: And so the
people of another land saw a strange siglit—a king
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led by his beautiful daughter from place to place,
begging for foed.

After many months they came to Athens, By
the kindness of Theseus, ruler of Athens, they were
permitted to make their home there.

2. The Two Sons

Oedipus bad two sons. Fteocles, who had driven
his father out of Thekbes, was the younger. Eteocles
had also driven out his cldes brother Polynices.
By right Polynices should have been king of
Thebes, so he called together soldiers and friends,
and prepared to make war on bis younger brother.
Before going to fight, he came to Attica to see
his {ather and sister. There, he made Antigore
promise to make certain that his body was progerly
*buried! if he should be killed. The Greeks be-
lieved that the spirit would never find rest if a
body were not buried with the honor usually given
to the dead. They said that the spirit would have
to wait on this side of a dark river, unable to go
over to the land of the spirits on the other side.

3. Antigone’s Promise

Antigone promiscd ler brother that she would
arrange lor him to Le properly buried if he lost

1 bury=to put the body of a dead person in the
ground or to cover it with earth.
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his Jife fighting.. Polynices then went away to lead
his armv against the forces of Eteocles.

Not long ufter this the old king died, and An-
tigone returncd to her home in Thebes.

4. The Great Batlle

Yrom Thebes she saw the army of Etcocles go
out to meet the forces of Pelynices. A great *battle!
took place. During the fight ihe two brothers
found themselves face to face. They fought each
other to the death. Thus, after many brave soldicrs
had lost their lives, neither brother became king
of Thebes, for both were killed m the battle.

5. Creon becomes King

Instead of either of the brothers, their uncle,
Creon,-was made king. Creon had favored Eieocles.
s when the bodies of the brothers were found on
the battlefield, he had the body of Iteocles curried
inte Thebes and buried with great horor. The
hody of Polvnices was left unburied just where it
lay. Creon hoped that it would be torn to pieces
by birds and wild animals. Further, he said that
anyone who buried the body would be killed.

6. A Good Sister
When Antigone heard that by ber uncle’s order

1 battle=a fight of soldiers in war,
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