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Introduction

It is important that the proper function of a philosophy
of education should be understood. Sometimes a philosophy
of education 1s regarded as quite unimportant because it is so
removed from the actual work of instruction and administration
of schools. At other times, it is treated almost as if it were a
substitute for a knowledge of concrete problems. Students
become interested in thé more theoretical and abstract
discusston and fail to connect its principles with concrete school
work. In reality, the function of the philosophy of education
lies between these two extremes. If it is separated from the
actual conduct of teaching and administration, it becomes verbal;
and students learn only to repeat formule or apply them in a
mechanical way. The real value of the philosophy of education
is much like that of a map. A map is not a substitute for
personal traveling, but it gives much aid to a traveler, It
outlines for him the whole field; it marks out important oities
and significant features of land, and water. It indicates to him
the directions in which he may move and the best way of
reaching his destination. In a similar way, a philosophy of
education should make the teacher more conscious of his aims
and problems; should supply him with points of view from
which to criticize his own work and suggest to him the spirit
in which his work should be conducted. It is not fraitful
taken by itself, but when it is employed as a means of inspiring
and criticizing actual work, it becomes fruitful.

The writer wishes to express his thanks to Mr. Ch‘ang
Tao-chih for the pains he has taken in reporting his lectures
and in'translating them into Chinese in order to make them
available to a larger audience, and hope that they serve the
purpose which is thus indicated.

JouN DEWEY.
DrpaRTMENT oF I'HILOSOPHY,

Corunsia Umiversiry, NEw YOEK,
November 17, 19ar.
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