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MESSAGE FROM IDEA

IDEA, the International Association for Integration, Dignity and Economic Ad-
vancement, is very happy to support the publication of this important book, together
with the Guangdong Bureau of Public Health and the Flower City Publishing House.

With more than 20,000 members worldwide, IDEA is an international network of
support for people affected by leprosy. IDEA’s major partners are the Sasakawa Memo-
rial Health Foundation and The Nippon Foundation in Japan. Their support has enabled
many of IDEA's activities to take place, including the publication of this book.

IDEA is working actively to remove the stigma associated with leprosy, which has
no place in modern society. Individuals who contract leprosy can be cured within six
months to one year and continue to live at home in their communities while undergoing
treatment. Those who contracted the disease prior to the discovery of the cure are im-
portant role models of courage, grace and dignity in the face of unimaginable hardship.

Handa, IDEA’s branch in China, serves as an example for many countries. Handa
’s work has been made possible through the leadership of Dr. Yang Lihe, IDEA’s Coor-
dinator for China, together with Dr. Michael Chen, Mrs. Ruth Winslow, and the
tireless efforts of many hard — working individuals who have turned a diagnosis of lep-
Tosy into a personal challenge and ultimately a personal victory.

IDEA believes that the best way to challenge the stigma is by promoting the abili-
ties and personal achievements of people affected by leprosy throughout the world. Mr.
Lin Zhiming's book is certainly one of these achievements, as are the stories of many
outstanding individuals affected by leprosy who are described in this book.

As part of a major public education effort, IDEA, together with the Sasakawa
Memorial Health Foundation, The Nippon Foundation and the World Health Organiza-
tion, created an International Exhibition entitled Quest for Dignity. The foundation for
this Exhibit, which was launched at the United Nations by Secretary — General Kofi
Annan in 1997, are the words and dignity of people affected by leprosy throughout the
world. The Exhibit has been on display in Honolulu, San Francisco, and at the XV In-
ternational Leprosy Congress in Beijing. An updated version of this Exhibit will travel
the world in the next few years, beginning in Europe in the year 2000.

We are so moved by the story of Mr. Lin and also Mr. Liao Zhigang who was
willing to contribute his precious stamp collection to enable this book to be published,
that we are hoping to include both Mr. Lin’s book and Mr. Liao’s stamp collection in
the Quest for Dignity Exhibit. We feel that the world will be most inspired by these
two men and how each, in their own way, was determined that the story of people af-
fected by leprosy in China be told for the education and inspiration of present and future
generations.

- Anwei Skinsnes Law
Intemational Project Coordinator, IDEA
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