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Long Days and Nights in the Rivers:

Introducing Lin Wu-kui's Goldfish and Golden Carps

In a clear, transparent world, the free and leisure
goldfish and golden carps are the true messengers of
dreams. They are the sole hermits of the wondrous world
where light dances on its surface, and they are self-sufficient
poets in a quiet corner of the autumn lotus pond.

Lin Wu-kui's goldfish give us dreams. thoughts and
hopes. If in life we find fewer difficulties, but more flowing
rivers; if in life we find less pain, but more leaping joy; if
in life we find fewer farewells, but more touches; if in life
we find less jealousy, but more love; if in life we find less
hatred, but more concern, then we are those goldfish.

We can read Lin's feelings in his goldfish and golden
carps. Even in a goldfish so small as such, Lin has given
it human life. Or, which is closer to the fact, he is able to
arouse the long lost light and shadows at the bottom of our
heatts through capturing the speechless expressions and
body gestures of a little goldfish or golden carp. Are we
already polluted then, have our thoughts lost their due
brilliance? Lin wants to liberate this burden from us. Thus
he treats well the goldfish and golden carp.

But so have we. So have we treated well his goldfish
and golden carps. We have taken them as new acquaint-
ances who come to us beautifully. We do not need words,
we have been linked to them by a subtle sense of familiari-
ty. To appreciate his goldfish or golden carps, we do not
have to wade across the waters, nor be separated by a piece
of glass. Encounters in life are often so natural and simple,
yet arresting. To be friends with them--hold! | am so often
carried off that | suppose [ need to feed them, as if goldfish

_ and golden carps painted in an album should feel hungry!

These painted goldfish and golden carps, in Lin’s
hands, are not concerned with worldly affairs. So Lin wants
them only to live like secluded monks? Yet in his paintings,
there are love, sadness and sorrows. The seasons turn, and
the tide of life ebbs and flows. The goldfish under influences
of days and nights have good and bad times too. Yet no
matter which direction it heads for, whether in company
or alone, the goldfish looks so pure and innocent. I will
not be exaggerating to compare it to an embodiment of
the Buddhist teaching of “Come what may.”

Bom in Kityoung, Canton, South China, Lin Wu-kui
is a young representative artist of the Lingnam School. On
graduation from an art academy. he became the appren-
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tice of the Lingnam master Chao Shao-ang. Lin’s com-
petence greatly increased. For many years, he has been
holding exhibits in Europe, America and South East Asia,
and received genuine applause on his art. In 1978 and
1985, exhibits exclusively of his paintings had been held
in Hong Kong. Some of the goldfish and golden carps had
been brought and treasured by the then Governor Sir
MacLehose.

Lin excels in flowers, birds, fishes, animals, and in-
sects. His masterpiece, however, belongs to the fishes, in-
cluding goldfish, golden carps, tropical fishes and freshwater
fishes. In recent years, he turns from his earlier colourful
style to onink More lively andrefi
ed, these recent works emphasize the treatment of line-
sand brushstrokes. Apparently simply, they still retain
thetheme and spirit of the subject painted. Most important
ofall, however, Lin begins to release himself from the con-
straints of the Lingnam School, and to show a uniquelyin-
dividual style.

Based on careful composition, Lin's goldfish and
golden carps are endowed with human feelings and im-
agination. Some of the paintings in this album describe the
movement of a group of fish; some take only one fish;
some take a couple; some focus on the force of motion;
some capture inner thoughts. Are they fish or are they
human? So we will ponder.

The situation in “Coming Across” is so full of surprise,
the two seem to want to speak, yet they restrain
themselves; their meeting is also the beginning of parting.
In “Glancing Back” is a couple of lovers—-how her heart
is torn when they part and she casts a final backward glance
on him. What a sorrowful scene in “Rain Falling on Autumn
Lotus™ The most powerful is the “Days and Nights in the
Rivers” in which the group of carps struggling to swim
upstream, their fire of life is sparkling with vitality. What
is tender is the “Dancing Figures” moving in a dreamy
Waltz.

Lin's goldfish and golden carps can both make us think
and please our eyes. We are so attracted that we want to
become those very fishes that forget all sorrows and pains.
Yet have these simple colours and strokes not been telling
the same wish on the mind of the artist? Thus, so deep
are we moved.
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Golden Carps and Goldfish

1. Anatomy of the Fish
1. Fins:

Consisting of a web of skin supported by a fan-shaped
skeleton of rods called rays, the fins can be classified into
different types according to their different positions: spinous
dorsal fin, pectoral fin, pelvic fin, anal fin and tail fin. The
fins function like a wing or a peddle.

Spinous Dorsal Fin

Keep the body upright and balanced, help in
propelling.
Pectoral Fin

Keep the body balanced. stable. and help it hold,
retreat or station
Pelvic Fin

Keep Lhe body balanced, stable, and help it station.
Anal Fin

Keep the body upright, balanced and stable, and help
in propelling
Tail Fin

Main dynamo in propelling and turning.

2. Scales;

Small plates covering the body of the fish. the scales
are actually composed of the residues of skin and lime salts.
Their main function is to protect the body. Like our finger-
nails, the scales are partly inserted into the skin of the fish,
with the rest exposing. The arrangement of scales is ex-
tremely orderly.

3. Nostrils:

Most fishes have a pair of nostrils in front of the eyes
and above the mouth. Yet different from that of the mam-
mals, their nostrils are not connected with the mouth
cavities. The nostrils serve mainly as passage for the in-
coming and outgoing of water.

4. Eyes:
The most important sight mechanism, the eyes of a
fish usually appear in a pair on the head

5. Mouth:
The mouth is situated on the front of the head.

6. Barbels:

Characteristic of the carp family, the feeler barbels are
extremely sensitive and the carp uses it both in taste and
to touch
7. Gl

Co ble to the lungs of Is, the gills of the
fish take oxyaen from the water flowing in and release car-
bon dioxide into the water flowing out.

8. Lateral Line System:
Situated in the middle of the body. the lateral line
system consists mainly of a series of tiny canals {or pores)
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under the skin, arranged in a line that stretches from the
back of the gills to the nearly as far back as the tail fin.
Besides the eyes, nostrils and barbels, the lateral line system
is another sensory organ that reacts to the slightest pressure
and change of temperature in the water.

Il. Living Habits of the Carp:

Adapted to muddy waters, generally the wild carp is
an inhabitant of marshy ponds, backwaters of rivers and
lakes. In large lakes and dams, it is often possible to find
carps of over one meter long.

An omnivorous fish, the carp does not inhabit deep
waters where there are no water plants.

The carp spawns over a protracted period of time dur-
ing February and March. In colder climates, the period may
be delayed until June. During the spawning season, the
male and female carp chase after each other, and very often
they jump above the water surface and fall back in a splash.

1ll. Golden Carps:

Mutants of carps, the many varieties of golden carps
are bred artificially through thousand years of labored
selection

The ancestor of the golden carp was regarded by most
biologists as the carp of Middle East, which migrated
westward to Europe, then back to the East, via routes pass-
ing countries such as India, China and Japan

The golden carp is the descendant of the original carp
migrated to Japan. The mutant was the result of years of

'selective breeding between white and coloured carps whose

colours had been changed because of sudden alterations.
The golden carp ranges from red, white, olive brown,
blue to calico. Some varieties have specially attractive
backs, thus suitable for ponds, whereas other varieties,
because of their colourful trunks, are best in aquariums.
Like the common carp, the golden carp has two paits
of barbels near the mouth.

IV. Goldfish:

A special kind of fish native to China, the goldfish is
actually the mutant descendant of wild crucian carps. The
natural crucian carp has a silvery grey body skin made up
of black and yellow pigment cells. This protective colour
enables the crucian carp to hide and avoid attacks. Certain
crucian carps, however. gradually lose their black pigment
cells and the red, yellow and orange pigment cells increase
quickly owing to unexpected abnormal conditions during
their growth. As a result, the silvery grey protective colour
turns into golden, orange or red. These mutants are then
called goldfish.

Parts of the Goldfish:
As a fish that has gone through at least a thousand
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