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A Voice Impassioned but Genial
—Preface to Hundred Poems by Li Zhaoxing

Written by Sang Xinhua

To many people, Mr. Li Zhaoxing is an unyielding Chinese diplomat
who would never bend his head in front of the strong and bullying. He once
served as spokesman of the Chinese Foreign Ministry and then China’s Per-
manent Representative to the United Nations before he was appointed Chi-
nese Ambassador to the United States. He sat in his UN seat to observe
major global events passing by, and knew his mission to be a weighty one
when, in March 1998, he presented to US President Bill Clinton the Letter
of Credence by which President Jiang Zemin appointed him Ambassador
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary of the People’s Republic of China to the
United States. Li Zhaoxing believed that “The one who knows me, The
canyon of history. The one I trust—The magnanimity of time and space. ”
(see “A Weighty Trust”) . He made an excellent Ambassador in his
three-year term. In fact, what he did was so remarkable that the Mayor of
Washington, DC declared January 29, 2001 “Li Zhaoxing Day” to mark the
outstanding contributions Ambassador Li made to the friendship between
China and America.

Compared with his distinguished diplomatic service, his poems have
attracted less public attention. To be a writer has been Li Zhaoxing’s
long-cherished dream ever since childhood. This fine collection of Li’s po-
ems tells of the truthfulness and the passion of a broad-minded writer al-
ways inspired by his lofty aspiration and vision. He is a diplomat who
chooses to feel and tell his world through poetry, to forge true friendship




by being a true friend himself, and to win people’s heart by opening the
heart of his own. His truthfulness is powerful. Each line he wrote tells of
a step traveled in the long journey toward his lofty goal, and every poem
makes a full expression of the true China, the motherland he loves so
much, wherever his journey might take him. In order for the world to un-
derstand China, he “emphasized” his “points by raising” his “voice a little,
Elaborating a lot” until he “lost” his “voice” (see “Losing My Voice, with a
Warm Feeling”). On the diplomatic front, Li Zhaoxing is a warrior devoted
to safeguarding the interests of his motherland and the dignity of his na-
tion. A pen, however, would make him a true poet that sings songs of his
emotions with lyrics both impassioned and genial, upright and graceful.

Li Zhaoxing was born to a farmer’s family in Jiaonan, Shandong
Province. The hard times of his childhood in the poor countryside never
stopped him from looking forward and reaching his anticipation. He liked
climbing up to the tree at the entrance of the village to read his favorite
books, only to pause to see birds flying over the high sky. As a teenager,
he would be found writing in the wheat field. Once he even wrote an arti-
cle and mailed it to the Teenage Literature located as far away as in
Shanghai. Thirty-three years later, Li Zhaoxing looked back at this episode
and recalled: “I sneaked into the wheat field near my school because I was
a little shy. There I wrote ‘My Grandfather Is Getting Younger and
Younger’. I lay facing the ground and I was earth-clad all over. I’m sure
that my manuscript was tinged with earth too. I could not find a better
place than the fields in the country in Shandong where to write about my
grandfather, for that is where he belonged. I hesitated before finally
throwing the letter into the mailbox. You can imagine how I envied that
small piece of writing. Published or not, it eventually got to make its way
through to the editorial department located at No. 1538, West Yan  an
Street in Shanghai. " That first experience was so unforgettable that the
passage of over thirty years’ time has not erased a single detail of that
memory, not even the address number of the editor’s house. The home-
land and its culture was always behind Li Zhaoxing as he grew up and be-
came the person he wanted to be. It had an implication on his education
too. Upon entrance to Peking University, he decided to change his major
from the Chinese language, his first choice at enrollment, to Western lan-
guages and literature.



