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Last year, my first English book
“American Spoken English”  was published.
The book received warm welcome from the
readers, simply because it was easy to learn,
reflected the popular American English, and
standed out based on my seventeen years of
personal experience in the U.S.A. The
publisher was encouraged by the good
outcome, and contacted me for another English
book. This time, they wanted to focus on
interpersonal communications with Americans.
When planning for this book,l suggested a
number of topics to them for interpersonal
communications. The publisher told me: “We
could tell by the topics that they were written
by someone stayed for long time in the U.S.”
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Because of work assignment, I came back
to China from the U.S., and I am working for
a China-American joint venture. This provided



me a good opportunity to assess the needs of learning spoken
English.  Since China joined the WTO, trade between China
and the rest of the world has been increasing at a high speed
every year. Foreign investment and joint ventures are both
multiplying rapidly. A popular saying is: China is connecting
to the world. Communications between Chinese and
foreigners are more important than ever. The needs come
from all aspects of life: trade, joint ventures, training,
commercial negotiations, service sectors, and many more. For
example, our joint venture plans to send a large number of
engineers to be trained in the U.S.A., but I worried very much
of their English skills. How could they be trained if they
cannot communicate with their U.S. trainers?
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Another surprise to me after I came back to China was
that a lot of translators could not communicate effectively
when translating. Those are English graduates from top
universities, but they simply cannot translate well. It created
a lot of misunderstandings and slowed down the pace of
Chinese and foreign cooperation. Why could not they
translate effectively? They do not have a feel of English.



They do not understand the meaning behind the words. They
do not understand slang. They do not know the new
expressions, words, and professional terms. All they learnt in
universities were out of date textbook English that had been
there for a number of years.

BEPREUE S —HERERNEER, REBENHIIAR
AEERREEM, XEWMFRRABRAZNIIELWENE, TR
AN 2] £l B 3R R BRI R, B3 A PP AN TR BAIRAR , 28 AT Y & 1EHE
TIEhE, fudl1h A XM IFERE TIERBIEAE? B h X RiG A
B, NAERERARSNER, i FERIE, A NRER
B RIEE FAEWRIE, NEXFELHARHALBLE
W SEREHHEIF,

The problems are so real. In my first English book, I
introduced simple, natural English to readers. However, we
need another book that deals with higher-level communication
topics. This book is right in picking these communication
topics. It covers not only everyday life topics, but also the
trade, the joint venture, and the commercial side of English
communications. After reading this book, you should be able
to communicate with foreigners in all aspects of life, work,
and studies. Like my last book,the conversations in this book
are all based on real stories, which makes you feel like you
are in the U.S.A. when reading these dialogues.
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I heard of this a lot from foreigners. The nineteenth
cenfury was British century; the twentieth century was
American century; and the twenty first century is Chinese
century. To make this a reality, no doubt English is an
important tool. I truly hope that our engineers and translators
can have this book as early as possible. They could then
adapt to their training in the U.S. better. They could then
communicate much more effectively. More importantly, I truly
hope this book can reach our readers in time for their once-
in-life-time mission to make the difference for China in the

world.
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Chopfer One

Chapter One Greetings
E-% D%

In the past, the English textbook always taught us to say
“How do you do?” if you met somebody for the first time.
This has been out of date for a long time. In the U.S.,
nobody speaks like that any more. The greetings are also
different when you wmeet somebody for the first time and
when you meet somebody you see every day. For formal
situations, you want to pay respect, but you also want to
respect yourself at the same time. In this chapter, we learn
how to greet people in different situations.

R BERARHOR £ RNE, E3 “How.do you do?” XREFET
MEHRE. EEBRLRNIAR S SIRRNANBEARSEAXXIE. @
RURBEAT, WTIERZE BE1L5 BRERKE™. X—8E FIK
SISO ABDEE TOEHREE,
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American interpersonal e

o 'F‘:nglish

Topic 1 Meeting for the First Time
¥-B WKRUE

Greetings for the first time are very important because it provides
vou the opportunity to express yourself and impress the people you
meet. It does not mean that this is your only opportunity, but it does
show your manners. At the end of the day, it is your capability,
personality, and the work you perform that put yourself apart from the
others. However, paying attention to greetings is always good.

B-RREN R EERIEE, EREFBELNARE—HL., BRUSHK
EHRANNE, BRRBRRATHHER, YR, BEATRKNBEH, AWk,
B TAE@RR AT, EEWS A WA KEESRFE,

Scene !

Brian was born in a middle class family in the US.. His parents
are all engineers tmmigrated from China to the U.S. years ago as Joreign
students.  Brian grew up under the influence of Chinese culture with
special feelings about China. Today he was walking on the campus of
Harvard University and saw a Chinese girl nearby. He approached her
and tried to strike a conversation.

HRBHEERE TR RREE, X EHE LR, BEENEEEMN
TEBRIEE. HRBEPEXLNERTEX, N D EEEEFNBRNE, 4%
MEEERHBRXENBRE, ERA - TESBERE A riTE R BTN
o

Dialogue 1 i 1
Brian: Hello, I’m Brian. You are? @\ FRR: KT, RRGXE. K
. R?
Amy: Hi, Brian. I'm Amy. . Tk K, BRUX,
Brian: Nice to meet you. Where o  #HRE: BEIGARK, KLH
are you from? ° BA?



