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PREFACE

A T B L 201 ITHET| E

B D L S L e e T T R WP

The histological diagnosis of soft tissue wmors has always been difficult. Onlv lipomas are common
and even with them, many pathologists do not know the difference between a lipoma and an angiolipona .

As far as | am aware, the first comprehensive western text on the surgical pathology of soft tissue tu-
mors appeared as recently as 1953, when the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology Published Stout” s first
series fascicle. That 130 page text was better than nothing, but it was essentially inadequate inprac-
tice. When [ inst started 1o study soft tissue tumors in 1967 . teaching was still by a word of mouth appren-
ticeship system, with true expertise being confined to a very few centers. The publication of the World
Health Organization” s Histological Typing of Soft Tissue Tumors in 1969 disseminated some knowledge
but as that atlas included minimal text and no references. it was ineffective overall.

It was not until 1983, when Enzinger and Weiss® comprehensive book first appeared, that hospital
pathologists around the world could seriously attempt to diagnose soft tissue tumors without referring them
to an intenational center.

The editors of this book, Dr Fan Qin— He, Dr. Zhu Xiong - Zhen and Dr Lai Ri = Quan, have all
had a long association with the surgical pathology of softtissue tumors. Dr Zhu worked in Shanghai with
Dr. Zhang Ren — Yuan, who intum trained with Enzinger, and Dr. Fan leamt in the nineties the prinei-
ples that Enzinger had taught me in the late sixties. Dr. lLai has had an interestin soft tissue (umors for
many years and is very experienced in the field.

The editors have used the widely accepted classification of soft tissue tumors that is based on tumor
differentiation so that the overall format is in the mainstream of current thinking.

The publication of a practical text that is easilv read and is readily available in China is hoimd 10
have a beneficial effect on the accurate diagnosis of soft tissue tumors in the Middle Kingdom. The authors

are to be congratulated on producing this ground - breaking work .

P W Allen
Adelaide . South Australia(July . 2002)
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