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PREFACE

As a means of literary discipline, both in one’s
own and in a foreign language, and as an exercise in
the accurate and idiomatic reproduction of the thought
in another language, the value of translation cannot
be too highly estimated. It enables us to see the de-
fects and excellencies of our own language by constant
comparison with another; it teaches us to be precise
in our language, leading to precision of thought; it
enlarges our vocabulary, and at the same time, what
is more valuable, compels us to employ it in the best
way, taxing our powers of memory and invention to
find the best and exact equivalent of the foreign word
in our own language and vice versa.

Students in England and America pursuing the
ancient and the modern languages are greatly helped
by such books as Gildersleeve’s and Smith’s ‘“Latin
Exercise Books,” Harrig’s “German Composition,”
Allinson’s and Grandgent’s “Greek and French Prose
Composition,” and others of a similar nature. So far,
however, nothing in this line has been done for Chinese
students trying to master the English language,
especially for beginners.

The author has had some experience in teaching
translation, and has felt, at times acutely, the want of
a suitable manual for the use of Chinese students and
Westerners who desire to learn to write Chinese.



iv PREFACE

The accompanying lessons, one hunkred in num-
ber, have been carefully compiled from classroom
exercises. They have, therefore, been practically
tested, and their difficult points (in the eyes of a
Chinese student), noted and adequately expounded.

The aim has been to make the selections pro-
gressive in character, interesting in subject matter,
practical and elegant in style, neither vulgar on the
one hand, nor pedantic on the other. Allowing two
lessons a week, the student will have ample time to
cover the book in two years.

For the convenience of the student, marks (o)
have been inserted in the first thirty or so Chinese les-
sons to show where a semicolon in the English version
may be used. KEach sentence begins with a new line.

The exercises are too simple to admit of, or
necessitate, the formulating the requisites of a perfect
translation. Let it be remembered that the version
must be exact, if not literal; beginners, especially,
should keep this in mind. An exact and literal
rendering does not, however, mean bad grammar and
an unnatural style. The translation must reproduce
as closely as possible the feeling and spirit of
the original, the thought as it lay in the mind of the
writer. Lastly, wherever possible, idioms and other
peculiarities of one language should be represented by
what is of a corresponding nature in the other.

W. wW. Y.

Sr. JorN’s UNIVERSITY,
SHANGHAIL,



PREFACE TO THE SECOND EDITION

The cordial welcome extended by educators to
this little volume has encouraged the author to issue
a second revised and enlarged edition. Twenty new
lessons have been added, consisting mainly of extracts
from treaties, official dispatches, etc., which will
afford the student some practice in documentary
translation. A new feature of the book is the use of
italics in the English and of a’s by the side of the
Chinese text, to specify words and phrases fully
explained in the notes.

W. W, Y.
Aprir, 1905.
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LESSON I. m—@#&

Than, Another, %; ¥

Some, %; B Turn around, e
Move around the sun, & 47 As, fns 01 sghn; Utk
If, MR 85 4 B Top, 2Ef; JEsk; HES

Change, JI|; 3 ; i3

The earth is larger than the moon, the sun is
larger than the earth, and some of the stars are larger
than the sun. The earth moves around the sun, and
the moon moves around the earth. If the earth did
not move or revolve around the sun, we should have
no change of seasons.

The earth has another motion; it turns around as
a lop spins.

LESSON II. % —#&

i, on; about. H, moons.

f§, each; every. iE A, the 1st Moon.

#, to have; to be comprised of; to 4, to come to life again.

consist of. Z 8%, the time when.
By, Le.; viz. Hi» to dry up; to wither.
"aﬁo ““ —f \% ’k\% pﬂ\ﬁi‘:\!@} E\!é—g.:‘_&

2 A K T2e= AL e
W -2 T A A KA
S LR R TN
Z AR R o A S HAZE,
B A s
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LESSON IIL &8 =3

‘When, & Same, f{j—; —~3%

Throw . . . high, gl Doyou know, #i%1; &1 ... 5%
Something, —4j Attraction, W H 2

Invisible, JREER,; MWK Knowledge, B1; &

Without, ¥4 May be obtained, 7] . .. it} %
Power, Jy; BNy By, t4; B #¢

Brought to, WF; HE Geography, Hizf gk

When you throw your ball high in the air, it is
brought back again by something which you cannot
see, by an inwvisible power; without this power, your
ball would never come back to you.

When you throw a stone into an apple tree in
the autumn, the apples are brought to the ground by
the same invisible power. Do you know what we call

it?  Attraction.
A knowledge of different countries, mountains,
and places on the earth may be obtained by studying

geography.

LESSON IV. %5 m

7%, to rise and set. fif{l, if we face; if our face be turned
B, to look at. toward.

#t, to distinguish. R, then.

P4 )5, the feur points of the compass. 2=, on our left.

¥, for (conjunction). &, by means of.

% ... 26, when;at the time when, &, to settle; to establish.
Z i, the way of; the art of,
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LESSON V. # &k

Bell the cat, 8§24 Run, BikE; ¥ &
Consider, 3&; W& H The proposition, { & ; &t
To save themselves from the cat, Applauded, 835, %%, 5%

DLRAE 28 DR Till, 35tk
To talk over, g Not hitherto spoken, FENF, FE
Worth much, 3jjg; 515 B 3]
Proposed, pligk; §E Asked quietly, 4855 H
Should, #; 4i: & Who was going, $44%; Zi¥

Whenever, SR auE; 485 B Bell, &34
Bell the Cat

The mice held a meeting to consider what they
should do fo save themselves from the cat. Several plans
were talked over, but not one seemed worth much. At
last a young mouse proposed that a little bell should
be hung round the cat’s neck, so that whenever she
was coming, they would hear her and could run into
their holes. The proposition was much applauded, till
an old mouse, that had not hitherto spoken, asked quieily
who was going to bell the cat.

LESSON VI. #\#

A
%, cock, rooster. &, fowl,
i}, (literally, to control, to have &, to work; to make.

charge of), to announce, it, to spin,
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i}, even. ¥, creatures.

¥ 74, to watch by night. wJ L, ought, should.

#%, a worm and an insect. © Y, to be inferior to; to be not as
useful as.

s N BP0 BEnba 522 fE K
Y P, ﬁa,{tm SFABR m)ags
F ALy Efig % R B

B
B, to conquer. %, leopard.
%, reason; intelligence. #kEl by employing stratagem.
€, although; though. i&. to capture.

FA40, is not ag strong as.

L kAN Z R MR % lﬁj AN T BR .
L mh B Eﬂtﬂﬁ EOLY ] E B ANeBagE A Hia
Bae W B R U; Bk 1-g N

LESSON VIL 3 4 i

Cross the ocean, Pk Beat over the ship, &Mk
Nothing . .. but the water and the Which, gk}
sky, IR S99 b4 Covered, % ; #
Cut through, & . . . fij%k% Passengers, iK%
Rolling waves, 878 ; IEik Or, IRy
Rocking chair, 844 ; 3&45 Washed overboard, $hA Yt thZ

1t you should cross the ocean, you would see nothing
about your ship but the water and the sky; and as the
vessel should cut through the rolling waves, it would go
up and down like a rocking chair. In a storm,however,
the waves rise terribly high and beat over the ship,which
tumbles and rolls violently; sometimes she is nearly
covered over with the waves. Then the passengers
must go downstairs, or they would be washed overbourd.
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LESSON VIII. & A 3

B#, the government. # ), to exert our utmost.

&, to exterminate. —H, if suddenly.

A8, internal robbers. HhML, with united hearts and

#, to ward off. hands.

MeArif s, life and property. R, thus not to disgrace ourselves.

T, us. 1, loyalty.

#BiH, to despise. 3L F, men,
T e G T R B R B
Z BB B B B KR SR
VRS ES- T NN
RESAR NPy S N3
R% UL Jja— 1B 3 36 989 O it

e [ HaY 2 H o HA A B
LESSON IX. %5 hi

Are killed, SEH; 3% As soon as, B ... 8

Harpoons, % ; % Lowered,

Bombs, #; #@7- Eack crew, £IKFE; GRS

Fired, #4%%; il Utmost strength, 29

Many, £ 2 Harpooner, B 8F; fiHilEE

Whaling ground, ifffg Every time, 42

Lookout, 34%E; 5P % Rush at him, f12 %

To station, §%¥; Ik Again and again, F); —~MEFERH=

Discovered, 3} Till he die, ZRILTHD

Many whales are killed by means of harpoons and
bombs fired from cannons, which the ships carry with
them. When a ship arrives in the vicinity of the
whaling ground, a lookout is stationed at the masthead.
As soon as a whale is discovered, the boats are lowered,
and each crew exerts its utmost strength to reach him
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first. When the boat nears the whale, the harpooner
hurls his harpoon at him with all his strength. Every
trme the whale rises to breathe, the boats rush at him,
and the men strike him again and again with harpoons
till he dres.

LESSON X, 4%

i1k, be diligent. A B, to have no leisure.

Z3i, what; that which; the things 3 F#, of all things in the world.
which. & %, the wise; wise men.

7, for fear that; lest. %, to rely on.

B, you may have; perhaps you A, having.
will have. W B, “to-morrow.”’

W K 13 8,0 2.5 244
FAFTH TaB A BaFh Fal
R T N AAainH 7]
BB W & Wefih 1A 75 1% 5

LESSON XI. &+ —#
Had fallen into, % 37% Leave off, }; 1F; &
In vain, i 7gk; &% Without a moment’s thinking, ,ﬁﬂ& =8
By and by, t#; Bt Serambled on, &%
To quench her thirst, PIFiE; 528 Poor fool, w4k > Tty
Seeing below, fffH, Half as much as, £5; —$2%
Cood, ‘| Before you leap, it 2%

Tue Fox AxD THE GOAT

A fox that hud fallen into a well tried in vain to
get out again. By and by a goat came to the well
to quench her thirst. Seeing the fox below, she asked,
“Is the water good?” ‘“Yes,” answered the cunning
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creature, “It is so good that I cannot leave off drink-
ing.”” Thereupon the goat,without a moment’s thinking,
jumped in. The fox at once scrambled on her back
and got out. Then, looking down at the poor fogl, he
said coolly, It you had half as much brains as beard,
you would look before you leap.”

LESSON XII. #4 =

A, the kindness or love of parents. B 22, think of this.

#l. if hungry; when hungry. Z%, at home.
AR, to feed one’s self. F4k, filial and respectful.
#in 2 (i, what ia he to do? What 3R, and; moreover; not.

would besome of him? #, to bear with composure.

P A f&EZA%B‘ﬁK NN
A Z A P 2l A BV B
‘ﬂ‘\%ﬂ %‘A@\OE 4L E‘Z; Eg % ﬁ\d@\‘

P Betean B2 A A e
e B A Reim M 4708 BB A
Dl BERL B F.HE

LESSON XTIIL. 8+ =28

Bad company, #{X; B Kind to my p&rents ERFLE: k¥
Just sown, ¥HE; AN N,

Cranes, And—", MMLARE,; B8

After some time, BRuYFE; I% Would, §; 8%

Found, 5.4 15, %5 It is no business of mine, KPR R:R
8tork, n ., a‘%ﬁ# i .

Please spare me, HiR; MARA  Among thieves, RIRS
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Bad Company

A farmer, who had just sown his fields, placed a
net to catch the cranes that came to steal his corn.
After some time he went to look at the net, and in it
he found several cranes and one stork. <Oh, sir, please
spare me,”’ said the stork, “I am not a crane, I am an
innocent stork, kind to my parents and—.” The farmer
would hear no more. <All that may be very true,”
he said, “but it is no business of mine. I found you
amony thieves, and you must suffer with them.”

LESSON XIV, %+ m#

)&, living; since he lives. LETFEI#% A%, in every direction; on
AAERED, should not be ignorant of. all sides.

% A, the ancients. 111)i], mountains and rivers.

75, flat. AHp, human beings and things; things
LE, in fact; in reality. living and dead.

2254, atmosphere; air. &, because.

F: [, that it is round: its roundness.

78 8 72t 3R 90 7 T T
- F NN R R N NN
AR E T W LRI
@&Mﬁw H 22 3K k.,
TG TR TR N S A A N

LESSON XV. # -4 H &

Ocean, ¥ ;iR Over land and sea, EEHBERYE; 1TPEGLIE
Dotted here and there, Bty Some places, i Hll; BS

Which contain, 3 b Clear weather, KR I5

Ete., % Cloudy, HZ% 1

All different, from, ¥k 5 p Rainy or stormy, B HHH
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You would be surprised to find, & Covers, 4
HEgRLy ... 8 In constant motion, 3EHIAR L

Rush rapidly, §#E

In the ocean, dotted here and there, you may see
islands, which contain trees, hills, lakes, people, birds,
animals, efc., all different in appearance from any you
have seen before, and you would be surprised to find
that as you rush rapidly over land and sea in a balloon,
some places have clear weather; others, cloudy ; and still
others, rainy or stormy, all in the same day.

The ocean covers three fourths of the earth’s
surface. Its water is salt and in constant motion.

LESSON XVI. s+ 58

2%, luminous. 1T 5., planets,
K %, the large ones. i A, fixed stars,
AN, Venus, Jupiter, Mercury, ¥, immovable; stationary.
Mars, Saturn. 18, constellations; stellar mansions,
58], to revolve. A}t B, Seven stars of the Ursa
E], to be called. Major.
Z BT B K KT ALK M4
= 2 T LR TRy B A
WS HJE AT 0 L 2 Kb
RN SN ES NS S
H SR > > & 4 U2 F
jF :“bA'\é;AWﬁ - ;?EO%A‘&‘ E B )5}'}5%‘
W SpetisA WM AR, H A \§A

B b HL R

LESSON XVII. &+ & &%
Seacoast, ¥ ; Wit Ribs or curved timbers, g kakpak
Find, §,; H%:; Bug Sides, 3; 4; 88
Shipyard, #}4%: SR #LM Supported, #:1t; F4E; Bk

P
>
4
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Where, A FEi; 2R

Timber, 7

Keel, & #EA

Called, 154, AREZ

Tnelined track, f54H34E; SR H
Fastened, §7%; B8Rk

Stocks, FJFEHEHE]
Covered, n; f,; B
Water line, 7k i ; #5275t
Plates, pz; M i
Metals, # &% &M

On the seacoast or on the banks of a river, you
will sometimes find a shipyard, where ships are built.

To build a ship men lay a great long timber, called
the keel, on an inclined track or platform. To this
keel are fastened the ribs or curved timbers, which form
the sides of the ship. The whole is supported or sur-
rounded by a great frame, called the stocks.

The ribs are then covered with thick planks, and
those planks which are below the water line are covered
with plates, or sheets of copper or other metals.

LESSON XVIIL. %+ A #

thH], «“The Middle Kingdom.”
$it¥, barbarians.

ek, savages.
B%, since; when; both.

U/, the idea was; they meant.
1 th, center; middle portion.
A, not all; some not.

B., moreover; besides.

A, moreover; and; besides, A )34, cannot be said to be.

2, sides,
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LESSON XIX, #+4 n#

Squire, k-1 GRS Certainly, iR 7] ; &
Scotch, RERRE Away rushed, £

Out riding, #rE3M 3; EFEEEES For a spade, Z§E

Man, 7% ; Dug furiously, ¥ ; IR
Opposite, Ti; % With an amused look, HZEHE, &
Stopped, 11 [

John, #i% (B54) At last, 3 B K&

L 3% Cannot find, R H.
Badger, +3%; 1% You, F; 8; &

Go in there, AWTRE Surprised, R ; R

Did you? B P Ten years, ;iR

Will you hold? s Since, ffitk; &

THE Squire AND His SERVANT

A Scotch squire was one day out riding with his
man. Opposite a hole in a steep bank the master
stopped, and said, “John, I saw a badger go in there.”
“Did you?” said John; “will you hold my horse, sir?”
“Certainly,” answered the squire, and away rushed
John for a spade. He got one and dug furiously for
half an hour, the squire looking on with an amused
look. At last John exclaimed, “I cannot find him, sir.”
“I should be surprised if you could,” said the squire,
“for it has been ten years since I saw him go in.”

LESSON XX. =+ #

#Hes, in days of old; in the olden M4, to carve on wood.

times. B, then; thereupon.
FA, did not possess; did not have. —}, one set of boards or blocks.
%), to carve; to engrave. B, myriad,

Efl &, to print books. #, volume,



