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Unit 1

Tat

Llanguage

What is language? According to Webster s Dictionary language is defined as:

1. a body of words and systems for their use common to people of the same commu-

nity or nation;

2. any system of formalized symbols, signs, etc., used or conceived as a means of

communication;

3. the means of communication used by animals.

10]

Simply put, language is what people and animais use to
communicate their thoughts, ideas and feelings. Of
course, animals communicate with each other differently than
humans, and each type of animal communicates differently.
For example, a bee uses a complex dance to tell the rest of
the bees in the hive where there is food, while humpback
whales communicate through the use of beautiful sounds.
One could say then, that animals use different languages.

Like animals, people also use different languages. Each
culture has its own words and symbols that are used by
people within that cuiture to communicate with others in the
same culture. For example, a person living in Japan will use
the Japanese language to communicate with other Japanese.
Unlike animals though, some cultures use more than one
language. People within these cultures are said to be either
bilingual or multilingual'. One such place is Canada. It is
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Unit 1

very likely that? a person living in Canada may speak both
French and English. Likewise, a person living in Switzerland
may speak ltalian, German and French.

Not only do people use different languages to
communicate, but languages also have different dialects. A
dialect is a variation of a language which uses words and
grammar somewhat differently from the standard form of the
same language. For example, people who live in Manchester,
England speak in a dialect that is slightly different from people
who live in London, England; however, people in both cities
speak English.

There are also some people who don’t use a spoken
language at all. These people use their hands to
communicate. This type of language is called sign language
and is most commonly used by people who are deaf.

Now that we know how people communicate, we are faced
with a question. Are we part of a specific culture because of
the language we speak, or do
we speak a particular language
because we are part of that
culture? To put it more simply,
is a Korean person Korean be-
cause he speaks Korean, or
| does he speak Korean because
he was born in Korea? What
part does language play in the
definition of culture?

New Words and Phrases

20

||
@
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|

|

—
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define /di'famn/ vr. ; to state precisely the meaning of words

MR- MBL, FEX
definition /defi'nifon/ n. RE X, fF
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a body of

community /ks'mjumoty/ n.

formalize /'famalarz/ v.
conceive /kan'sitv/ v.
means /mi:nz/ n.

communicate /ka'mjunikeit/ v.

hive /haiv/ n.
whale /Aweill/ n.
bilingual /bar'liggwal/ adj.

multilingual /malti'liggwal/ adj.

dialect /'daralekt/ n.
variation /vearr'erfon/ n.
be different from

be faced with

Notes Lo the Texit

fxeroise One

Part1 Listening Comprehension

1. Sound Recognition.

a large number of, mass or collection of sth.
—8#, —iit, -k, —E&

Ak, tt, ER)IERIK

to make (a plan, etc.) official i, A IF=,
b $i75vd

form (an idea, a plan, etc.) in the mind, imagine
sth. ¥8

method

to convey sth., exchange information, news,

- idea, etc., be connected 1E3#, ik, YR,

HAE

WP, SRR

figz

able to speak two languages equally well
BEULPIRPIE S 1

able to speak several languages equally well
HRZHIESH

TE, 5

varying, change 5, ZFfk, F R, A fh

Directions: You’ll hear ten sentences. Each will be read just once. Listen carefully and

circle the letter beside the word you hear.

1. A. father B. far

C. farther

D. further

3 RS FHAIEANSVE W AR
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2. A. cleanly B. dearly C. closely D. clearly

3. A. sings B. things C. since D. say

4. A. hare B. here C. hair D. hear

5. A. cross B. crows C. clothes D. close

6. A. light B. right C. write D. night

7. A.series B. service C. serious D. serials

8. A. along B. alone C. allow D. alarm

9. A. correct B. collect C. crowd D. cloud
10. A. presents B. peasants C. parties D. parents

II. Dictation.
Directions: You will hear five sentences. Each sentence will be read three times. Listen

carefully and write down what you hear.
1.

vk W

III. Dialogue.

Directions: Listen to the dialogue twice and choose the best answer to each question.

1. A. Father and son. B. Mother and son.
C. Teacher and student. D. Brother and sister.

2. A. Because he was not wearing his coat. B. Because he hasn’t had any hot water.
C. Because he was ill. D. Because the temperature was low.

3. A. Both his face and his body felt cold. B. His face was red and his body was hot.
C. He felt hot and had a temperature.  D. He was thirsty and hungry.
4. A. It was early in the morning at the weekend.
B. David had some hot water because he was thirsty.
C. David was asked to have a sleep because he was too tired.
D. David didn’t go to school that day.
5. A. She was David’s teacher. B. She was David’s sister.

C. It was not mentioned who she was. D. She was David’s neighbor.

BIREFHBEANVE VIR 4



Unit 1

Part 2 Exercises to the Text
I. Read the text and then decide whether the following sentences are true or
false. Write “T” for true, “F” for false.

1. Animals are different from humans in communication, but each kind of animal com-
municates the same.

2. People living in Switzerland may at least speak three languages.

3. People use same dialect in one country.

4. Deaf people have their own language.

5. Language is part of a specific culture.

IL Fill in the blanks with words chosen from the following list. Change the form
where necessary.

a body of means  communicate put be different from
be faced with  unlike standard specific complex
particular likely conceive dislike define
1. The local army men helped the victims of the earthquake by every at
their command.
2. I'want to know how to this in French?
3. The campus ‘ what it was 20 years ago.
4. The result of this heavy rain is the rising of the river.
5. She is her mother; she is tall and her mother is very short.
6. Generally speaking, teachers are able to their ideas clearly.
7. the threat of losing their jobs, the workers decided to go back to work.
8. He has a large facts to prove his innocence.
9. Dictionary writers must be skilled in the art of
10. It was then that I . the notion of running away.

IIL. Choose the definition from Column B that best matches each word in

Column A.
A B
1. accomplish A.old

5 BRE T AVENVE N AR
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. advice B. funny
. aged C. take part in
. amusing D.stand
. astonish E. achieve
. attend F. awful
bear G.disturb
. terrible H. praise
. bother I. shock
. admire J. suggestion

IV. Fill in each blank with the proper form of the word given in the brackets.

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8

10

V.
1

. Dogs have the (able) to hear sounds that people cannot,

. The girl’s life was saved because the doctors ______ (action) so promptly.

. I made an (apologize) to my teacher for being late.

. “T will take no orders from you,” he was shouting in (angry).

. The elephants were the chief (attract) at the circus.

. She is waiting for the (arrive) of the plane.

. Travel can (broad) our vision and knowledge.

. When you are learning a foreign language, it is (benefit) to practise as
much as possible.

. We were (bitter) disappointed to hear that the party had been cancelled.

. The soldier’s (brave) was fully demonstrated when he jumped into the
icy water to save the drowning child.

Choose the most appropriate answer from the four choices given to you.

. Martin Luther King, the great black leader in the movement against racial
discrimination, was the Nobel Prize for peace for his outstanding con-
tribution to world peace.

A. rewarded B. awarded C. prized D. granted

2. The ____runner can run 2 miles in fifteen minutes.

A. common B. usual C. average D. general

3. People appreciate with him because he has a good sense of humor.

A. to work B. to have worked C. working D. having worked

B EREEHEIEAN WKL 6
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4. We had a party last month, and it was a lotof fun,solet’shave ___ one
this month.
A. another B. more C. the other D. other

5. Scientists are searching for the oldesttree ________ because it can teach them a
great deal about many matters.
A live B.lively C. living D. alive

6. The andience waited until the curtain had risen and then into applause.
A. cheered B. started C. burst D. went

7. He couldn’t the thought of leaving his hometown for ever.
A. support B. bear C. carry D. think

8. The professor could hardly find sufficient grounds his arguments in
favour of the new theory.
A. on which to base B. which to base on
C. to base on D. to be based on

9. He broke the conversation without waiting for me to stop talking.
A. onto B.into C.in D. on

10. Do not my sister ; she is too young to understand it.
A. bring... about B. bring... over
C. bring... in D. bring... back

VI. Translate the following sentences into English,
LXRFEEAE, SWARIBKEREE,

2. R KHEM ESAETR,

3EIMBIEAERT 508, ~EBEFRMANSTRET,

A REM—FET, BHAW., FEW, IELERREREERS.
5. HEBKSCAFRETE, BRZI T hif5 .

VIL Supplementary Reading.

Santa Claus!

Claus thought that none of the children would ever know where the toys came
from which they found by their bedsides when they wakened the following morning.
But kindly deeds are sure to bring fame, and fame has many wings to carry its tidings
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into far lands; so for miles and miles in every direction people were talking of Claus and
his wonderful gifts to children. The sweet generousness of his work caused a few
selfish folk to sneer, but even these were forced to admit their respect for a man so
gentle-natured that he loved to devote his life to pleasing the helpless little ones of his
race.

Therefore the inhabitants of every city and village had been eagerly watching the
coming of Claus, and remarkable stories of his beautiful playthings were told to the
children to keep them patient and contented.

When, on the morning following the first trip of Claus with his deer, the little ones
came running to their parents with the pretty toys they had found, and asked from
whence they came, there was but one reply to the question.

*“The good Claus must have been here, my darlings; for his are the only toys in all
the world!”

“But how did he get in?” asked the children.

At this the fathers shook their heads, being themselves unable to understand how
Claus had gained admittance to their homes; but the mothers, watching the glad faces
of their dear ones, whispered that the good Claus was no mortal man but assuredly a
Saint, and they piously blessed his name for the happiness he had bestowed upon their
children.

“A Saint,” said one, with bowed head, “has no need to unlock doors if it pleases
him to enter our homes.”

And, afterward, when a child was naughty or disobedient, its mother would say:
“You must pray to the good Santa Claus for forgiveness. He does not like naughty
children, and, unless you repent, he will bring you no more pretty toys.”

But Santa Claus himself would not have approved this speech. He brought toys to
the children because they were little and helpless, and because he loved them. He knew
that the best of children were sometimes naughty, and that the naughty ones were often
good. Itis the way with children, the world over, and he would not have changed their
natures had he possessed the power to do so.

And that is how our Claus became Santa Claus. It is possible for any man, by good
deeds, to enshrine himself as a Saint in the hearts of the people.
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Questions for discussion:
1. Why were children told to be patient and contented at Christmas?
2. Did parents and Santa Claus share the same idea? Why?

Tonges (¥ &)
Bt AR R A F R & Mt E A4 5 E Ay shiale = . JOESIAMRE HE, A

BE. 3. fR R Rk Z 5. SitEMERE—i. #H7. Semmse st g
ik, MESSWRTIGE DK 16 HEtS, TBRFIRMT (U3hiE do Kl ).

IS U #oOR % W SERH T
have/has been
B3/ ! 1= do/does am/is/are doing have/has done doi
oing
T & did was/were doing had done had been doing
. shall/wilt be shall/will have
# ok shall/will do ) shall/will have done .
doing - been doing
#33% | should/would do should/would be should/would have should/would have
doing done been doing

L REND
1. —ABRAERT R
) RARERESTREMSIERAN BRI AR AR SHERRE, ¥ M8l

usually, often, always, sometimes, regularly, near, occasionally, every year, once

a week FEM. 0.
Mr. Smith travels to work by bus every day.
I leave home for school at 7 every morning.
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