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To Albert Schweitzer
Who Said : “Man Has Lost the capacity to

Joresee and to forestall . He will end by destroying
the earth.”
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The sedge is Wither’ d from the lake ,
And no birds sing
Keats
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I am pessimistic about the human race because it is
too ingenious for its own good . Our approach to nature
is to beat it into submission. we would stand a better
chance of survival if we accommodated ourselves to this
planet and viewed it appreciatively instead of skepti-
cally and dictatorially.

——E.B. White
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Author’ s Note

I HAVE NOT WISHED to burden the tect
with footnotes but I realize that many of my read-
ers will wish to pursue some of the subjects dis-
cussed . I have therefore included a list of my prin-
cipal sources of information , arranged by chapter
and page , in an appendizx which will be found at
the back of the book .
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