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crafismen are the right experts in creating amazing
knobs. Numerous delicate ancient animals, peoples,
feathers, fish, insects, flowers, fruit, mountains and
rivers are carved with all kinds of techniques such as
circular carving, relief, pierced carving and surface
carving. Those tiny seal knobs are the windows where
the cream of Chinese traditional art can be found.

With the fast developing economy, science and
techniques, the need of culture and art is increasing
accordingly. The outstanding traditional art, especially
the art of seals attracts modern Chinese more and
more. In the coming 2008 Olympics in Beijing, the
Chinese seal has been designated as the emblem. This
is an exciting event in promoting seals culture,
declaring the seal originates from China and is always
the pride of the Chinese. Symboling the honest and
credit of Chinese, the "Chinese seal" will spread our
goodwill all over the world along with the Olympic

games.

Traditional belief of seals as "the sign of governing" or
"credit” are not the only points to seals collectors and
appreciators who now focus more on the perfect art
embodied by seals. The stone material, seal knob, and
character carving are all thought of highly. The intense
seals culture required by such taste asks for originally
related seal knob artists,

epigraphers, and seals stone
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experts to work together. Crowned as the No. 1
association, Xiling Seal Association has foresighted it,
and is going to absorb seal knob carving and surface
carving into competition when holding the 5th Xiling
Seal Association Seals Carving Art Exhibition and

Competition.

This action is of great importance to promote seals
study. The foresight of Xiling Seal Association shows
its definite potential to the authority of Chinese

research in seals culture.

This autumn, the Exhibition of Chinese Art of
Shoushan Stone Seals is going to be jointly held in
Hangzhou by Fujian Provincial Department of Culture,
Xiling Seal Association, Fujian Research Association
of the Culture and Art of Shoushan Stone, and China
Seals Study Museum.

Stone seals shown in the center of Chinese seals

With the exquisite Shoushan

field, this exhibition is an unprecedented opportunity
of the exchange between seals art and image carving,
as well as a pageant for Shoushan Stone seals. We
wish the exhibition a great success, and Chinese

Shoushan Stone seals popular throughout the world.




PREFACE

S ince its appearance more than 800 years ago,
Shoushan Stone seals in China have been the favorite
painters, oriental arts

of seals lovers, calligraphers,

collectors, and many Chinese all over the world,
especially in south Asia. As the material of such
seals,  Shoushan Stone features the greasy texture,
gorgeous colors, natural veins, and moderate hardness.
candidate in the

Two of the

Tianhuang and

It has been the competitive
application for Chinese national stone.
"three treasure materials of seals",

Fulong, are also two kinds of it.

Shoushan Stone originates from Fuzhou, a Chinese east
coast city with abundant culture over 2000 years. The
exact site of it is Shoushan village embraced by
Beifeng mountains more than 30 kilometers away from
the downtown. Winding and stretching as the Great
wall, these beautiful mountains boast the attractive and

popular treasure, Shoushan Stone.

For more than 2000 years after the exploitation,
numerous literati and calligraphers have been conquered
by this precious stone which gathers the essence of
nature, and have praised it with poetic words such as
"Seas of clouds try to match it from time to time, for its
elegance and beauty tops the world; popular among
Anhui and Zhejiang with thousands of carvers, its

attribution to seals field belitiles all the other."

Stone seals carving starting in the Dynasties of Yuan
and Ming, is the greatest revolution of seals material
in the history of Chinese seals culture, bringing about
a very important transformation in the culture of
Shoushan Stone and the art history of seals carving.
Since then, the gold, jade and bronze which are rather
hard to be engraved have been gradually replaced by
Huaru Stone, Shoushan Stone, Qintian Stone and so on
which are easy of carving. Shoushan Stone gradually
doesn't only play as the material of handicrafts, but
also as the seals after carving. Especially in the late
Ming Dynasty and early Qing Dynasty, literati and
calligraphers made much effort in carving seals out of
stones one after another ranging from Wen Pen and

He Zhen,

styles of seals carving,

pioneers of Liupaiyinzhang exploring varied
to many experts and workers
representing different places such as Wan, Xi, Zhe,
Den, Huo, Wu, and Zhao. All of them filled a great
deal of wise and thoughts into themes, techniques,
styles and appreciation of stone seals. Backgrounded
with the brilliant records they've made enthusiastically
in the history of Chinese seals carving, the delicate
Shoushan Stone began sparkling. The famous era of
stone seals came into being.

In this era, the simple knob with thread through is
not satisfying.  People are looking forward to more

beautiful knobs with attractive designs. Shoushan Stone
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