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Introduction
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MEXREIMEPEFEENE

A Letter to Chinese Readers

Dear Reader,

I am pleased to have watched the evolution of this book by Ms. Lucy
Shih, a young Chinese Canadian who has devoted her career to building
bridges for education between China and Canada.

Canada 600 Q & A ‘Immigration and Study’, will provide useful and
practical information to students and their parents, and persons who have
immigrated to Canada or are considering immigration to Canada.

This book is in an accessible format and intended to give you a view of
the people, places and things which are not so well known in China, so
as to give the reaader a more balance idea of life as a student and/or new

immigrant in Canada.

We are always impressed by the high value that is placed on education
by Chinese youth and their parents. Combined with the opening of of
China to the outside world, this has led to ever higher number of persons
going to Canada as immigrants or students.

Canada is in many ways an ideal place for the Chinese student. Canada’s
two official languages, English and French, are both historic and mod-
ern vehicles of Western culture and technological achievement. Canada
is an immigrant country which welcomes the contribution of the many
nationalities who have settled there and there are foreign students from
all over the world coming to Canada, so that the student from China will
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have an opportunity to interact in school and in daily life with people
from family and cultural backgrounds in Western and Eastern Europe,
the Indian sub continent, the Middle East, South America, as well as
East Asia. The lifestyle is North American, but with a higher level of
public security and generally calmer environment than the USA.

One word of advice to those studying in Canada (and their parents),
whether as foreign visa students or as immigrants. Student years are
precious years. It is important to study hard and get good grades.
However, if you are going to have the golden opportunity to study in a
foreign country, I urge you to make the most of this enriching experience.
Make friends with schoolmates from diverse backgrounds, not just with
fellow Chinese. Try to find the time to participate in some student ac-
tivities of whatever nature, hiking or outing clubs, sports, debating, stu-
dent newspaper etc.. Try to find out about cultural activities, many of
which can be inexpensive, theatre, museums, concerts. Learn the skills
of one of Canada’s winter sports, skiing (cross country or downhill),
skating. At least one time during your stay, try and take a trip outside of
the city where you are living and get to see a bit of this large and beau-
tiful country. Besides helping you to get to a higher level of English or
French proficiency, you will find later in life, that this was an important
part of your educational treasure, along with the technical skills you will
acquire and the degree/diploma you will receive.

For new immigrants, much of the same advice applies. Make sure that
all members of the family put as much time and energy as possible to
learn English and/or French. Try and get involved with as many activi-
ties as possible, in local community organizations, organizations. Most
neighbourhoods in Canada have a community centre. Get out into the
beautiful countryside, go for car trips, skiing, bicycling, canoeing! Get
involved in your children’s schools, whether public or private. Try and
learn about local, provincial and national politics to see what Canadaians



are concerned about.

Meanwhile, I sincerely hope this book is helpful for you along the way.

//m./%.%iéjr/

Melvin Weigel *
2004, Montreal
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* Melvin Weigel, past president, Canadian Bar Association, [mmigration Law Section,

Representative for Canada, migration and nationality law, International Bar Association,
Member of Canadian Advisory Council in Internaational Students and Immigration, Mem-

ber of Qingdao Arbitration Commission.
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