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| [t was war, a titanic clash of wills. In one comer was DotComGuy,
living a life that is normally forced on felons as an altemative to
incarceration. '/ Not allowed to leave his home, and subject to round-the-
clock surveillance” by baitery of 16 cameras webcasting to computers
around the globe, 26-year-old Dallas'’ resident DotComGuy ( known as
Mitch Maddox before he changed his name) has turned himself into a sort
of wired groundhog” vowing to spend an entire year ordering everything

he needs to live, from food to fumiture, over the Intermet. Like a

@ surveillance: n. YR
@  groundhog: n. ¥
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switched-on Thoreau at a virtual Walden Pond!®’, he devised the stunt®
to teach mankind that the age of e-commerce is here—and that it is good.
2 DotComGuy’s adversary ® is Chicago Tribune!*! columnist Eric
Zom, 42, a.k.a.® NotComGuy. Vaguely troubled by his dependence
on electronics, NotComGuy cooked up® his own experiment. Instead of
withdrawing from human society into his computer, NotComGuy set out to
withdraw from his computer—and his cell phone and fax machine as
well—into human society. Reasoning that “this stunt has a difficulty
factor 52 times greater than DotComGuy’s bagatelle?”, he announced he
would go cold turkey'* for a week, then report on his discoveries in print.
3 The results of this cultural struggle were announced by Zom last
week, and they’re not encouraging for those who yearn® to retum to
simpler times. NotComGuy lost. He snapped under the strain. “You kind
of get addicted,” he confessed®, “to being in touch with everything at all
times.” Cut off from his e-mail, he felt alone, adrift®. “You can exist
without it, sure,” he said. “You’re just sort of living in a different
milieu®.” Worse, the journalist leamed he wasn’t able to write coherent

sentences without his word processor. “The new style becomes a

stunt: n. IG5
adversary: n. Y F
a.k.a.: also known as B
cook up; Wit ;B
bagatelle: n. BiZ
yearn: v. HE

confess: v. HKIA

adrift: o. WWEARREN
milieu; n. FER;HEE
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DotCom vs. NotCom

scribblyqz, scratchy mess covered with arrows, ” he wrote in his column. ahE

4 The futuristic® DotComGuy, on the other hand, continues to live
happily inside his cyberden®. The equivalent of a 1920s flagpole®
sitter, he shows no sign of cracking; indeed, if his virtual exile® goes as 3
planned, he will earm more than $ 90,000 this year. His website, which
features streaming video of nearly his every move, receives millions of hits ~
a day and is laced with advertisements. What’s more, he’s lined up®

corporate sponsors that include online grocer peapod.com and bookseller ¥

borders. com. Wrote an admirer in an e-mail to DotComGuy’s site: “What

you’re doing is a job, and more important it is the very essence of what =

makes our country so great.”

5 DotComGuy is more modest about his life as a homebound ®
professional consumer. The idea came to him last year when he found
himself growing restless during a shopping trip with his parents. “I'm fed
up with this,” he told them. Hoping that people will “leam from my
experience,  he leads a rich, if isolated life, with regular visits from an
aerobics trainer to keep him from physically merging® with his couch
(bought online, of course). “I was able to go shopping in bed last
night,” he says. How long voyeurs? will be willing to log on and watch

scribbly: a. FLIZELEN
futuristic; a. R
cyberden: n. BKE
flagpole; n. ;928

exle; n. WZF

line up; B
homebound: a. TEZH
merge: v. &Rk
voyeur; n. NI #E
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him click his mouse is questionable. Then again, Who Wants to Be a
Millionaire continues to receive high ratings.

6 In the meantime, Zom, having shed his NotComGuy handle,
remains unimpressed by his rival’s novelty® act. “I don’t think it’s very
hard what he’s doing. It’s like Bio-Dome. It’s Gilligan’s Island , except
he has everything.” Zom may have a point. ¥ his own experience is a
guide, the true test of DotComGuy’s character will come 11 months from
now, when he will have to face the outside world again, no longer safely
cocooned? inside the Web. Perhaps he’ll retreat when he finally sees his
shadow.

Notes

[1] In one comer was DotComGuy, living a life that is normally forced on
felons as an altemnative to incarceration. DotComGuy (P H1 )R 7E £
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@ novelty: n. Fii
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DotCom vs. NotCom

Reading Comprehension

Directions; Choose the best answer for the following questions. You
will find the answer either stated directly or indirectly in the reading
passage . y
1. Enic Zom decided to give up all things technological, including his ° J
mobile phone and e-mail, for :
A) he was innovative, attempting to live a new life
B) he was disturbed by his dependence on them
C) he planned to challenge DotComGuy
D) he wanted to test his determination
2. What happens to Eric Zorn after he withdrew from his computer?
A) He simplifies his life without his computer and fax machine, etc.
B) He is not troubled, living a happy life as usual.
C) He leads a comparatively exciting and encouraging life.

D) He feels alone and becomes incompetent as a journalist.
3. Which of the following statements with regard to DotComGuy’s hfe is
true?
A) He leads a lonely and isolated life, rather exhausted.
B) He has no freedom, shutting himself in a wired room.
C) He stays at home, surviving by the Internet.
D) He is out of touch with the outside world.
4. When the author says “He snapped under the strain” (Paragraph 3),
it suggests that .
A) he felt great pressure because he lost the struggle
B) he summoned up his courage even though he lost the struggle
C) he lost his heart because he lost the struggle
D) he was still confident even though he lost the struggle



5. It can be inferred from the passage that DotComGuy is most likely a

A) systems manager

B) columnist

C) businessman

D) writer

6. From the passage we can draw the conclusion that

A) DotComGuy lives an unbearable life that is normally forced on
criminals

B) NotComGuy thinks it easier for him to isolate himself from
computers

C) NotComGuy is deeply impressed by DotComGuy’s act and will
follow his lead

D) DotComGuy will be the only winner in this cultural struggle in the

long run

EFsubJect
a . 1. tending or likely or inclined (to have) 533 ;AJ g <
e e.g. The arrangements are subject to change at short notice.
All men are subject to death.
i% 2. govemed by or dependent on 3% #J3R

i~ e.g. We are all subject to the laws of nature.

Z v. 1. cause to experience or suffer f§ 3% ; IR A

i} e.g. He tries to subject the whole family to his will.
if%z He subjected us to a difficult test.

H7) e teed up with
—— a. unhappy, tired, and not satisfied with something uninteresting and
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DotCom vs. NotCom

boring BB R, R4, BT
e.g. I am rather fed up with your frequent complaints.
1 am fed up with the wet weather.

Key to Exercise

1. B 2.D 3.C 4. A 5. A 6. D




A New Role for
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1 Much of the current debate on globalization focuses on the potential

downside of unfettered "’ competition. Will unemployment trigger ©
social unrest in Europe? Will regions dependent on natural resources or
commodities face more exploitation? Will the troubling social divides” in
emerging economies widen even further? As a businessman with almost 30
years of international experience, [ see globalization as basically a good
thing. But | also know that transparency"b and a free flow of trade,
capital, skills, technology and information, even mixed with the human

aspiration for a share of the better life, will not automatically lead lo

) unfettered; a. A HIK
9 trigger: v. Gl

3 divide: n. 5T

4 transparency: n. WK



A New Role for Gilobal Businesses———r&,

better life for all.

2 The pursuit of profit alone cannot hold societies together. This is no
new insight. What is new is the way that globalization is changing the i
landscape. Before 1989, two geopolitical power blocs®, each with its ‘
own ideological ® and economic system, faced off across the Iron
Curtain'. In today’s post-cold war world, trade, commerce and
technology have reconfigured? the global balance of power equation.
Market forces and large corporations in many ways have a bigger impact
on people’s lives than governments or regional and intemational
institutions. - 4
3 Against that backdrop® we need to widen the focus of business
and embrace a new civic role for large corporations, globally and locally.

Big companies like ABB train local people and transfer technology and
business know-how® into emerging economies. We treat employees and
local communities everywhere with respect. We try to set examples of
decency, faimess and solidarity ©, as well as of performance and
competitiveness. Why? Party because such behavior reflects the ethical®

core of a company. And partly because we clearly see it helps not only to

be responsible but to be seen as being responsible.

4 Enlightened® self-interest alone is reason enough for business to

bloc; n. £H

ideological; a. HiRIEEH
reconﬁgure: v. Bt
backdrop: n. Wi
know-how: n. HIAR
solidarity: n. HI%—%
ethical; a. E MK
enlightened: a. FFEAK)
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behave responsibly because good social practices help our bottom line.
Just as companies discovered that reducing their impact on the
environment can also improve their competitive position—by lowering
costs and meeting . the expectations of consumers—we recognize that
tackling® broader social responsibilities also furthers commercial goals.
Companies that are good local citizens will find it easier to hire and keep
talent, obtain good financing and gain societal approval, political support
and regulatory® consent.

5 To be sure, the social responsibilities of business are largely
regulated by laws and public opinion. But it is good business to go
beyond mere compliance®. A firm like ABB can use our strengths—a
global presence, a multicultural perspective, the proven ability to get
things done quickly—to complement® the actions of others and to fulfill
our larger civic role. Shareholders demand—and rightly so—the creation

of value as reflected by increasing profits and stock prices. That is the

%ff reason businesses exist. The economic dimension came first. But to it

M6

have been added the environmental and now a societal , element . (2]

Actions speak louder than thetoric.'>) In South Africa, we train

wazs- local people in electrical engineering skills and help them establish

i% themselves in business, which in tum supports the rural electrification

iR
&>
=
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program in that region. In India, China, throughout Asia, in the Middle
Fast, Africa and Latin America, we transfer technology, engineering and

business know-how.

tackle; ». AbFE

regulatory; o. B
compliance: n. #~F
complement; v. 3¢
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