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Preface

BTARIR Mk
Jin Suidong

Mayor of Anyang City
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After two years’ effort, Gems of Anyang’s Cultural Relics edited by
Anyang Cultural Relic Administration is finally published. The book
is a brilliant success of Anyang’ s development in Socialist Spiritual
Civilization and Culture. It possesses high cultural value. Its pub—
lication should be celebrated with joy.
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In April 2004, Anyang launched the program of applying Yin Ruins
for World Cultural Relics. Later it announced its objective: at the
same time of the application, Anyang City will develop itself into
Outstanding Tourist City of China. National Sanitary City, Henan
Province Garden City, and Henan Province Civilized City. Since the
application began, the preservation, exploitation and research on
cultural relics have achieved progress that’ s huger than ever. Old
Anyang City regained its vigor and made its way to the world.
LS PSS S EATTE SN0 o O k2 e iR rE a3 [0 % v
o B, KB, e, il ;%:?ﬁ- & EE AR D
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Anyang is one of the origins of Chinese Civilization. The aged,
opulent and beautiful city is located to the east of Shanxi, the west of
Shandong, the south of Beijing and the north of Yellow River and
HuaiRiver. Anyang is one of the seven famous ancient capitals in
China. It possesses brilliant history and culture. Oracle bones are
first unearthed in Anyang. Zhou Y1 is also originated from here.
Many significant historical events have happened in Anyang. Celeb—




rities from Anyang left their names and deals on the history. Thanks to its centuries of history, splendid

culture, charming scenes and diligent people, Anyang has preserved a number of cultural relics admired

by every visitors and sclmlars.
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MNETEHELPE A birdview of Anyang (from plane)




RATEEHXNIEL. XY ZHSHE
Distribution of ancient cultural relic sites and

sceneries in Anyang
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The primitives had lived in Anyang Xiaonanhai Primitive Cave since as early as 25,000 years ago, in late
Paleolithic Period. Famous historian Mr. Guo Moruo named the culture as “Xiaonanhai Culture”. At
around 4,000 B.C., two ancient Emperors Zhuanyu and Dichi established their capital around Neihuang
area. At around 1,300 B.C., Pangeng, the King of Shang, moved his capital from Yan (today’'s Qufu
in Shandong Province) to Xiaotuncun Village northwest to Anyang, and established Yin Dynasty. Yin
Dynasty lasted for 255 years, experienced eight eras and twelve kings. From late East Han Dynasty to
Wei, Jin, Southern and Northern Dynasty Period, Anyang was Capital for Cao Wei, Later Zhao, Ran
Wei, Former Yan, Eastern Wei and Northern Qi. The splendid Yinye Culture was accumulated in
Anyang. Currently, there are eight major national protected cultural relics, thirty—eight major prov—
ince—protected cultural relics, and approximately 300 city/county protected cultural relics in Anyang.
There are thousands of cultural relics in museum collections. In terms of cultural relics, Anyang is a
major city in Henan. Cultural relics related works are revealing their extraordinary importance in
economic and cultural development of the city.

CEARBEANE, S TEMRFTE . KAHREA, AKBR, AXERE, (KIHXRBE) —BHlT%
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Gems of Anyang’ s Cultural Relics serves as an introduction to representative cultural sites of interests,
travel destinations and highlights of unearthed culture relics as its objects. In the book you can find 3,
000 years old bronze vessels , jade vessels and oracle inscriptions unearthed Yin Ruins, as well as Yuanlin
Ancient Buildings that combined Chinese and Western cultures. With high quality graphs and texts, the
book is an exquisitely published illustration to Anyang’ s historical cultures and cultural relics.

CZ PSR RATIRME, ZARM 6, XS0 HAESCR, T RRMmAE, R kAR FvE, 1
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Gems of Anyang’ s Cultural Relics is both educating and artistic. The book serves as a positive effort
to promote Chinese Civilization, introduce Anyang to the world, set up Anyang’ s image as a cultural
city, and accelerate the development of Anyang cultural traveling project.

T XOHFENTRERCFIE, TRTECHR—EE TRTEXN% S R, (RHTE %
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To understand a civilization, one must begin by reading its literature. To understand Chinese Civilization,
one should first come to know Anyang, the origin of Oracle inscriptions. Highlights of Anyang Cultural
Relics has opened a window for readers. Through this window, you will have an overview of the
ancient capital’s long histery and splendid ancient culture. You will eventually understand the significant
status Anyang once enjoyed in the development of Chinese Civilization. The ancient capital city Anyang

will shine with new charms as its economics and culture are both further developed. We proudly
welcome friends from all over the world.

HELAF.
I humbly present the words above as the preface of the book.




Foreword

Bt 5

Duan Zhenmei
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Anyang, the ancient capital of China, is famous for its history and culture. Anyang is one of the seven
ancient capitals in China. It is the origin of oracle and Zhou Yi. The city sits on an important position
that connects southern and northern transportation. She is located to the west of Shandong, east of
Taihang Mountain, south of Yan Mountain and north of Central Plains. Located in terrific natural
environment, Anyang has nourished enormous historical figures. It has deep accumulation of historical
culture and abundant culture relics both on the ground and underground.

PR A . 20 20 30 47 AR AE 2 PRUG X1 & BLAY 70 43K 25 15l 2 W, 75 4300 AR AT 1L ST 35
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Anyang City has a long history. In 1930s, the more—than—70m—long earth wall found at Hougang,
Anyang showed that, Anyang was already a primary city of Longshan Culture more than 4,300 years
ago. Even if we count from the time when Pan Geng moved Yin s capital to Anyang, Anyang’ s
history as a city is longer than 3,300 years. After the Yin Ruins was abandoned, Yecheng, a city 20
kilometers north to Yin Ruins nourished. On the 58th year of King Zhou Nan (257 B.C.), Qin took
Ningxinzhong from Wei, and changed its name into Anyang. That's the first time Anyang appears on
historical literature. As an affiliate town of Yecheng, Anyang eventually developed into a big city with
convenient transportation in Northern China. Many dynasties chose Anyang as their capital, including
Wei (Warring States Period), Cao Wei (Three Kingdom Period), Late Zhao, Ran Wei, Former Yan
(Sixteen Kingdom Period), Eastern Wei and Northern Qi (Northern Dynasty). In Northern Wei period,
Yecheng and its affiliate areas changed name into Xiangzhou. Government of Xiangzhou was located in




Yecheng. In the 2nd year of Daxiang (580 A.D.), Yang Jian burned
Yecheng, and moved the government of Xiangzhou as well as residents to
Anyang City, which located more than 20 kilometers south to Yecheng.
Anyang’s name was changed intoXiangzhou. In Jin Dynasty, Xiangzhou
was expanded into Zhangde Fu. Its government still located in Anyang
City. In Yuan Dynasty, Zhangde Fu was again expanded into Zhangde
Lu. Its government was not moved. In Ming Dynasty, Lu was cancelled
as an administrative unit. Zhangde recovered its name as Zhangde Fu. In
Qing Dynasty, the name remained unchanged, and the city was repaired.
In Mingguo Period, Anyang was a sub—area first to Hebei Dao in Henan
Province, then to the Third Administrative Area of Henan Province. After
the People’s Republic of China was established, Anyang was once called
Anyang Special Administrative Area and Anyang Area. Although its
administrative boundary changed over time, the government was always in
Anyang City. In 1983, Anvang Area was cancelled as an administrative
unit. Anyang City was established.

ZPHHEEE L AGT)UX, BRI, RBE. 8. NEE, BHE. X
WX, B3I, BeAblX., X, w7400 ZF 5 AR, BN X% A, Hiif
5 mi SR i 8 b (WX A BRhl . Scuels, PR ARRE, EE. /D
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Currently Anyang City has five cities and four regions in its precinct.
They are: Linzhou City, Anyang County, Hua County, Neihuang County,
Tangyin County, Beifeng Region, Beiguan Region, Yindu Region and
Long’ an Region. Anyang City has a total area of more than 7,400
square kilometers. Within its boundary there are many cultural relics.
There are eight major national protected cultural relics (Yin Ruins and
Wenfeng Pagoda in Anyang City; Lingquan Temple, Tang Pagoda and
Xiaonanhai Northern Qi Grottoes in Anyang County; Youli Townlet and
Yuefei Temple in Tangyin County, Mingfu Temple Pagoda in Hua County),
38 Henan Provincial major protected cultural relics, and nearly 300 City
and County protected cultural relics. Those cultural relics are widely
spread both in location and in time period. They have high values on
research, and are of great importance to academia.
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As early as more than 20,000 years ago, in late Paleolithic Age, our

EK/E Yue Fei Temple

AE#EF1E  Mingfu Temple Pagoda



ancients had been living around Anyang area. Xiaonanhai Primitive Cave
Relic provided historical remains of human activities during that period. It
is known in the academia as “Xiaonanhai Culture”. As time approaches
to Neolithic Age, our ancients left the cave, and started primitive agricul—
tural life. They have lived everywhere in Anyang, Hongyan, Xigaoping,
Dazhengji, Hougang, Dasikong, Tonglezhai, and Tangyin Baiying. All
over the area spreads Peiligang Cultural, Yangshao Cultural and Longshan
Cultural relics. Hougang Relic is especially unique. It has a clear
definition of Yangshao Culture, Longshan Culture and Yin Ruins Culture
in time. With its uniqueness, it became the typical representative of
Longshan Culture in north Henan Province.
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After long time of evolution, human beings started the huge leap from
wildness to civilization. Characters and bronze vessels are among main
symbols of civilization. The oracle inscriptions and bronze vessels exca—
vated from Yin Ruins, Anyang not only provided solid evidence for the
existence of Shang Dynasty, but also serve as a promising start for
exploring the origin of Chinese civilization. Currently, it is unanimously
agreed that oracle inscriptions found in Yin Ruins represent the earliest
character system found in China up to now. Oracle inscriptions are the
ancestor of modern Chinese characters. Bronze vessels found in Yin Ruins
pushed the bronze culture in ancient China to its peak. Hence Yin Ruins
also became the important symbol of Chinese ancient civilization, and the
cradle for archeology in China.
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Wang Yirong was head of national academy in Qing Dynasty. [t is said
that in 1899, he found inscriptions thickly dotted on a piece of “dragon
bone”, usually used as Chinese medicine. After careful study and research,
he concluded that those inscriptions are ancient characters already lost in
the river of history. Oracle inscriptions are found. The discovery of
oracle inscriptions immediately convulsed the academia. Famous scholars
including Luo Zhenyu and Wang Guowei did careful research both on
literature and on the spot, and affirmed that oracle inscriptions are char—
acters in Shang Dynasty, and were excavated in Yin Ruins, Anyang, the
site that used to be the capital that Pangeng chose for Yin.
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The discovery of oracle inscriptions led to archeological excavation of Yin
Ruins. With mysteries in their head, Chinese scholars began independent
excavation in 1928. The gate of Yin Ruins, the grand underground
museum was opened up. During the more than 100 years since oracle
inscriptions were discovered, especially since Yin Ruins was scientifically
excavated, amazing progresses have been made. What is found in Yin
Ruins, including rhythmically distributed sites of ancient palaces, magnifi—
cent group of emperor mausoleums, densely distributed living sites of
tribes, cruelty of burying human beings and livestock with the dead,
diversified handcraft firms and exquisitely built carriages, all amazed the
whole world. Great amount of precious cultural relics were excavated,
including more than 100,000 pieces of oracle inscriptions with colorful
contents, tens of thousands of exquisite and gorgeous bronze vessels,
countless exquisitely carved jade. They reflect the splendid wisdom of
ancient China. As archeological research continued in Yin Ruins, brand
new discoveries kept coming out. Many discoveries draw attention from
all over the world. The recently discovered Yuanbei Shang City is another
milestone on the history of Yin Ruins. The Shang City locates right next
to the Yin Ruin on traditional term (deem Xiaotun as center of Yin Ruins).
Its area is 4 square kilos. Inside the city there are noble mausoleums and
large group of palace buildings. The age of the sites is older than the late
Shang culture that surrounded Xiaotun Palace. The discovery of Yuanbei
Shang City expanded the area of Yin Ruins research, and overthrew many
traditional theories. The academia was shook. New theories come out,
bringing controversies and discussions to the subject.
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It is well worth mentioning that only a small part of Yin Ruins has been
excavated. The true face of the underground palace is still unknown.
Many mysteries are still to be explained by future discoveries.
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Defeated in Muyang Campaign, Shang Dynasty went to perdition. The
capital of Yin and Shang, although used to be extremely prosperous, then
eventually became ruins. Because of their critical geographical positions,
Anyang and Yecheng have been important in martial strategies in North—
ern China, and they continued to flourish. During the Warring State
Period, Anyang was once an important object that Wei and Zhao fought
for. Within the boundary of Linzhou there still exist the remains of Great
Walls built in Warring State Period. It might have served as forts for
defense, or as marks of boundary. During that period, family tombs are
widely distributed. Most of them are the so—called “Bang Tombs”, or
civilian tombs, where the whole tribe are buries together. A small portion
of them are “Cemetery” for nobles. The Warring States Period tombs
found in Guiyuanxincun, north to Linzhou City are arranged in strict
hierarchical order. They should be cemetery.
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During East Han and West Han period, the most valuable remains found
in Anyang are the group of Han Dynasty architectures with tiled roof and
Anyang Broken Stele. The Han buildings are the earliest discovery on
Han architectures for practical purpose. The Broken Stele has great
influence on the history of calligraphy.
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Buddhism first entered China in Han Dynasty, and became prosperous in
Southern and Northern Dynasties, Sui Dynasty and Tang Dynasty. At
that time, there were many temples, monks and nuns in Anyang. Famous
temples include Xiuding Temple, Yunmen Temple, Lingquan Temple and
Tianning Temple. The remains of those temples still indicate the magnifi—
cent designs of temple buildings at that time.
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Lingquan Temple was originally known as Baoshan Temple, and was built
by the prestigious Lingyu Monk (518~605 A.D.) in Northern Qi Period.
In the 11th year of Kaihuang, Sui Dynasty (591 A.D.), Suiwen Emperor
invited Lingyu Monk to Chang’an, made him head of all temples, monks
and nuns in the country. When Lingyu grew old, he returned to Baoshan
Temple. Suiwen Emperor hence changed the name of the temple Lingquan
Temple, partly in memory of Lingvu Temple. Currently, to the west of
Lingquan Temple, there sits the pagoda that carries the bone ashes of
Daopin Monk. On the pagoda there are stone inscriptions saying “Pagoda
of Bone Ashes of the Great Daopin Monk, Baoshan Temple, March 17th,
the 2nd Year of Heqing, Great Qi Dynasty”.  Daopin is the teacher of
Lingyu. He used to study Buddhism for as long as ten years in Shaolin
Temple. After he finished his study, he spread Buddhism around Anyang
area. Daopin is an influential prestigious monk on Buddhism history.
The existing culture relics in Lingquan Temple are mainly grottoes and
Zhiti chapels. Those grottoes and Zhiti chapels are scattered on the east
and west sides of the mountain. There are nearly 300 of them. Local
people call them “Thousand Buddha Channel”. From Eastern Wei to end
of Song Dynasty, grottoes are chiseled in every time periods. Two big
grottoes are Dazhusheng Cave and Daliusheng Cave. On both sides of gate
of Dazhusheng Cave there are two statues of Guardian Gods, engraved
according to the looks of military officers in Qi and Sui Dynasties. Before
that, Guardian Gods are usually designed as tri—headed monsters with six
arms. Dazhusheng Cave chose to engrave them according to realistic
figures. That started the tradition for the later Guardian Gods portraits
hung on the doors of country houses. Outside the cave there engraves
sutra. On the ceiling of the cave engraves lotus and Apsaras. On the east
side of the front wall inside the cave, there are relief statues of 24 arhats
in six rows. Those were the earliest group arhats statues in China. Inside
Daliusheng Cave there are three stone statues of sitting Buddha. On the
center wall sits Vairocana Buddha. Amita Buddha and Sakyamuni Buddha
are on left and right walls, respectively. The three Buddha all sit cross—
legged. There is “4” sign in front of their chest, indicating that the
sutra is eternal. Although the grotto was chiseled in the 4th year of
Wuding, Eastern Wei (546 A.D.), the statues are full in figure and strong
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