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1. Pilgrims
by Ken Reed

Ever wonder what role chance plays in all our lives? If
this had not happened. or if it had happened. would things
have been different? We give an example as we meet an Indi-
an named Squanto.

QORI

S TEXT
IO NININ,

Ah. the twists and turns of history.

Take this Plyraouth, for instance, this proper little sea-
side town in Massachusetts with the white steeple of its
Congregational Church rising above its leafy trees and where
it always seems like Sunday morning. Each summer.
tourists from all over come here to see the rock upon which,
legend has it. 100 immigrants first set foot in what was to
become the United States. That was way back in 1620 when
they got off their ship. the Mayflower. after voyage from
England.

While all Americans— even the Indians— are immi-
grants or the descendants of immigrants, the 100 who land-
ed here have always been held in special affection because of
the hardships they endured. For example, they have even

been given a name. They are called the “Pilgrims”. Such is

. 2
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the esteem in which they are held that the Pilgrims have be-
come, symbolically, the nation’s forefathers.

But they may not have survived to become what they
did, had it not been for two occurrences. One of them was a
plague of smallpox. And the other an Indian named Squan-
to. The odds against Squanto appearing at the time he did—
and espeacially knowing what he did— were so profoundly
long that perhaps God, as the Pilgrims so ferverently be-
seeched Him, did indeed make His face to shine upon them.

The Indians, you see. had no defense against the white
man’s diseases: smallpox in particular, killed them by the
hundreds of thousands.

And that is what happened in 1619 to the tribe of Indi-
ans that then lived in what is now Plymouth. Smallpox
killed all of them but one. So the land they had cleared for
planting was awaiting the Pilgrims when they arrived a year
later. Had the Pilgrims not had this land for their first
year’s crops. they may well have perished and been forgot-
ten. '

Squanto was the one Indian who had not beeén killed by
smallpox. He did not die from it because. he had been cap-
tured by an English sea captain 14 years earlier and taken to
Spain, where the captain tried to sell him into slavery. But
some friars helped him to escape to London, where Squanto
lived with a wealthy merchant. Homesick for his tribe, he
sailed back to his homeland on a wandering British ship, ar-
riving six months before the Pilgrims. When they stepped
ashore in an utterly alien world, totally marooned from any
outside help, ignorant of all means of livelihood, there was

.4 .
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