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Synopsis

Research Into the Mechanism of Forming
the Criminal Mentality

MEI Chuan-qiang
(Southwest University of Politica Science and Law, Chonggqing 400031)

Crime is a kind of phenomenon, both individual and social. Any of
criminal behavior is caused by the actor’s mental activity and psychologi-
cal factors. The mental state and factor is named as criminal mentality
whose formation and evolution have certain objective law and are usually
influenced by related both subjective and objective conditions. In this
thesis, the author tends to probe into the formation mechanism and ob-
jective law of criminal mind.

It is divided into five chapters: Chapter one—Introduction. The au-
thor defines scientifically the essential concepts such as crime, criminal
mentality as well as mechanism of criminal forming and so on first-
ly. Compared with a variety of concepts, the author tentatively defines a
formal concept from the psychological point of view, namely, “crime is
that the actor capable of criminal responsibility, by using the means un-
desirable of society, commits a so serious violation against the main
stream of social value to the extent that the society especially the ruling
class cannot be tolerant any more to meet his own needs. ” And as such,
the definition discloses the actor’s inner factor of committing the action is

to meet his own needs, and the manifestation of crime is that the cause
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of action by which the actor is to meet his own needs is unrecognizable
for the society, and brings about violation out of acceptance by social
psychology, and so, is required to be denied and sanctioned. In addi-
tion, the definition indicates that the formation and determination for
crime is a kind of psychological phenomenon and course of psychological
action, and that it is significant theoretical value to research into the
mechanism of crime forming.

The mechanism of criminal formation is that a course, way and
principle of various factors influenced each other in the process of form-
ing and developing of criminal psychology. The author in the thesis be-
lieves that the process can be classified as four phases, that is, four
levels about the content of criminal psychology: In the process of sociali-
zing, owing to the biological factors (including hereditary and physio-
logical factors) interact with some improper factors of society, the indi-
vidual fails to convert the social norms into social consciousness so as to
come to form the personality defect in the social sense which is a founda-
tion of forming the criminal mind, as a result of conflicting with society
while seeking to meet his own needs (Level one: the formation of per-
sonality defect) . The established personality defect is irritated by proper
social conditions to contribute to make a choice of taking a cause of ac-
tion against the society to meet his needs, and thus forms such criminal
consciousness as motivation, intention and determination of crime, etc.
(Level two; the formation of criminal consciousness) . The specific state
of mind that is changed by the result of interacting between the criminal
consciousness and criminal will to direct the actor to commit a crime is
just the culpability of mind (Level three: the formation of culpability
mind) . The external cause of culpability of mind in reality is the
process of committing a crime (including cause of action of preliminary
and perpetrating) , in its process, the culpability of mind is likely to

make a transformation in its nature caused by various subjective and ob-
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jective conditions ( Level four; the transformation of criminal mind),
and also the transformation of criminal mind lays a solid theoretical foun-
dation for preventing crimes, educating and informing criminals as well
as rectifying the personality defects.

Under the ideology of dialectical materialism, this thesis analyzes
dimensionally and systematically the mechanism of criminal formation
and its substantive of culpability from the dynamic point of view by
means of related principle and research methods of such disciplines as
the science of criminal law, criminology, criminal psychology and so-
cial psychology, etc, and also probes into the problems about how to
determine the subjective culpability, how to prevent crime, and how to
educate and correct criminals. These products of theoretical research are
not merely in theory to promote the development and to blaze a new trial
of related disciplines such as criminal psychology, criminology and the
science of criminal law, but to offer the theoretical guidance for the en-
actment of criminal policy and criminal law as well as judicial
practice. Therefore, this subject of researching is a remarkable signifi-
cance both in theory and practice.

The aim of this thesis is to disclose a course and rule of the forma-
tion of criminal mind, argue about the rationality of said four levels pro-
posed by the author, and perfect the existing theories of criminal psy-
chology, and finally blaze a new trial for researching into the reasons of
crime belonged in the criminology and the subjective constitutional parts
of a crime in the science of criminal law.

Chapter two: The Mechanism of Forming the Personality De-
fects. After examining comprehensively the general survey of foreign
countries and China regarding the research into the personality in the sci-
ence of criminal law, the author points out that the modern theoretical
research for criminal law, though having been much emphasized upon

the research into personality and the relations between personality and
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criminal behavior, sinks into a predicament of mechanical materialism
since the existing research for personality has departed the work of crimi-
nal law and the purpose of criminal punishment from the essence of
crime. Therefore, as far as the author concerned, crime is a kind of
manifestation about defects with social character of the structure of the
actor$ personality and is essentially an attitude of hostility, contempt or
despise and ignorance towards the social norms (it is these improper at-
titudes that cause the actors preference to an anti-social way of behavior
to meet his own needs. ) . Nevertheless, personality defects is not
bound to lead a person to commit a crime and is just one of the important
factors for forming the mind of culpability whose final establishment rests
above a series of subjective and objective conditions. Furthermore, the
purpose of criminal punishment is to reform the improper attitude towards
social norms, perfect his personality, and cause to develop a habit of
behavior to the standard of social recognition while seeking to satisfy his
personal requirements so as not to violate the legal interests and rights of
those representing the main stream value of society. Also, the task of
criminal law is to cultivate the individual in a society to develop a perfect
personality and comply consciously with the social norms as well as
maintain the social mainstreaming value. Consequently, three of the said
is a dialectical unity with interaction each other.

At the end of this chapter, the author comprehensively probes into
the specific content of personality defects in detail on the basis of analy-
zing the related factors causing the formation of personality and the
mechanism of forming personality defects. The author has an opinion that
in reality of social life, the attitude of hostility to a society mainly dem-
onstrates such forms as, dissatisfied, resentful, contravene, hedonist
promptly, believing in the not-blamed-for-the-public, extreme and im-
petuous, etc. and the contempt or despise attitude may be such manifes-

tation as, well-behaved and shy, unrealistically comparing with each
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other, having a sense of being deprived of interests, seeking reward or
compensation, aimlessly imitation, proud and conceited, selfish, in-
dulging in pleasure, etc. in addition, the ignorance of society displays
partly a attitude of lacking of sense of responsibility for ones job, arro-
gance, stubbornness, indifference, thoughtlessness and so on. Al-
though said improper attitudes towards a society itself are not criminal
mind, they will convert into criminal consciousness or directly into the
psychological basis of negligent crime under some conditions.

Chapter three: The Mechanism of Forming Criminal Conscious-
ness. The author firstly analyzes the sources of forming mental action and
the manifestation of its behavior-needs and satisfaction for it, and then
probes into the basis of human nature causing criminal mind. The human
nature consists of all kinds of basic needs of human beings (including
physiological, physical needs and psychological and mental needs) and
in the human nature the element about social character is more than bio-
logical attribute. Compared with animal, the needs of human beings have
two remarkable characteristics; one is that needs are endless so as not to
be met fully; another is that the ways to meet needs will be restricted by
objective social conditions and subjective factors such as the actors com-
petence. From the static viewpoint, the human nature is of neutral, not
benevolent or vicious and is itself an essential basis for survival and de-
velopment of human race, on the other hand, from the dynamic point of
view, the needs of one person must be fulfilled by his interacting with
others and society. Thus, the different fashions of fulfilling needs cause
the different relations between the actor and the others or society, so the
human nature

is embodied a character of goodness or badness and benevolence or
viciousness. For the purpose of safeguarding the whole proper interests,
satisfying the basic needs of the majority in a society, any society will

establish a set of social norms to restrict or regulate the way of behavior



