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A Brief Introduction of Wild
Economical Plant of the Beaches,
Swamp and Water body in the
Middle and Lower Reaches of
Yangtse River

Summary

The middle and lower reaches of Yangtse River is
located in eastern China which- is across Hubei,
Hunan, Jiangxi, Anhui and Jiangshu Provinces and
Shanghai City. It is about 1770 km long occupying 28%
of the whole longth of Yangtse River. It has 800000
km’of drainage area covering 44.4% of whole Qalley of
the river. The reaches’ s location is about 27° ~ 34°
north latitude and 111° ~ 121° 54’ east longitude. It
has 5251 million m’of discharge occupying 53.6% of to-
tal number of the river. There are 4000 lakes in the mid-
dle and lower reaches. Of which 5 are the most famous
ones in China, named lake Poyang, Dongting, Tai,
Hongze and Chao. Because of vast plain and plenty riv-
ers, this region has a name of “a land that abounds in
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rivers and lakes”.

In the area, the climate is mild, the soil is very fer-
tile with plenty of water supply, which provides a good
condition for the grawing, developing and reproducing
of hydrophyte, marshland plant and swamp plant.

The primary investigation results showed that there
were 200 hydrophytes living in the middie and lower
reaches district, which account for 2/ 3 of hydrophyte
in China. The species of marshland and swamp plant was
more than 300 in this area. Those numerous species of
plants accumulated great volume of bio—mass of having
wide economical uses, providing with enormous materi-
als for feeding, fertilizing, handicraft, papermaking
and packing filler. Furthermore, some of which can be
used as food, vegetable and medicine for human bemng.
It is also a resource of food for plant eating fish. In addi-
tion, water plant bas an important multifunction, It
creates a environment for spawn of common carp and
crucian carp, and for resting and reproducing of
benthonic fauna, shelteing the fish fry from hurting of
its natural enemy. It weakens the wave and provents the
soil from elution. Thus, the water is to be clearned and
the aquatic environment is to be improved. And the
aquatic plant can also be an indicator of water pollution
and absorb pollutant, Hens, it is significant that reason-
able using, developing and protecting the plant re-
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sources of water area and marshland for increasing
property of our world and stimulating and ecouraging
economical activity of countryside and surburb,

In this book. there are 362 important wild econom-
ical species of plants growing in water body, swamp and
marshland in the middle and lower reaches of Yangtse
River to be recorded according to Engler systent. Those
Plants are belong to 218 genus and to 72 families. Each
one is described in an order of Chinese name , Latin
name, morphology, flowering and fruiting season,
growing environment, geographical distribution, eco-
nomical use, methods of collecting and treatment and
main contained chemical substances. There arc also 354
pictures for lively description. For making the book to be
read more conveniently, an interpretation of terms most
in use in taxology of economical plants, classfying table
of uses of those plants, index of Chinese and Latin
name of plants are provided.

Wen Ming
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